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A Brier History of the Churches in Muskokcv 
Copyriqht @ by Gary Denniss 19q b 

All riqhts reser'led, No pori- of H,is book may be reproduced 

in any form, or by any meons) wahout the. written permission 

of the au+hor. M j)~ 
Co~er photo: Utferson, Ontario, Presbyterian Church which 

once sat on the Jot south of the current 

utterson Post Office, Mli a.ppreCiQtion goes 

to Dione choti/lol') for use of this picture. . 

You Ql"e holdi "9 Q., cOP'1 of the fourth edi-h'oY1 
0+ this book of which thefe or"e "0 copies, 51'nce , 
+he .fi .... s+ printir\9 on Oecember- :24-. IQQ0, it has 
been ve.,.y positively r'eceived. As people have 
kiY)d'lJ i,.,for-med me OTerrors or- oddi+iof\ol in-

fot'rr)} cha nges halle beer) made l..for e.xo ""pIe 
+he hi 5+01"':1 of the Mac Tier united Church i 5 
cOMpJe.te.llj redone. I would also note her"'e the 
e.x i siQt\ce of cv new A Hi once. Con q r-e.gQ. tcot") 
that has been rYlee+in~ dt Riverside. Public. 
se.hool since Mcu"c.~ .:2, IQQ1, 

each p0ge of this book was hand-Ietlered 
\o\II'+h Q blac.k +hit')line marke.r, Q, -ta S k that fook 
well oVer 300 hours -and used up J5 markers! 

Ou,... p .... e~en-t er'Qi seems to be an age obsessed 
wifh i+se.lf. Our sense of hjrlory has neVer- been 
weaker-. I hope this book helps fi II SOMe of 
+hGlt voi d. 

E q iti 0 n J1.) 800 k #. If ~ • 



Prefo,ce 

1(') Matthew 18:.10 the words of Jesus are recorded as saY'Y)9 

"For" where two or three QV'"e 
gathered t0ge+her in MlJ name, 
I am there in the midst of them. " 

The JqlD4- Genera I Counci I of the United Churc.h declared 

'-'The origin of 01 congre 90 +,'0 n ; 5 

not the ti me when C2I bu; lding was 
started or opened or the year 
when Q.i mini ster was se-ltled or 
ca lied, but the very.pj rsf meeting 
jn the nOMe of our Lord for 
praljer or church business. '1 

What these q,uotations ore sayin9 is that fhe church is rea lIy 
peeple} not buildin9S. But people who make up church 
conq r~9Q+ioY15 usually W~()t Q; sp~cjo I pl~ ce to wors~/'p God 
in theIr own wa~) accord/n9 to theIr trad,t,ons. That IS has­
ically whatthis book is about. AJI across the Oisfn'ct of 
Muskoka" there ore dozens of churches) in fac~ as J write 
there are J J2 buildings thatcon be specifically identified 
as churches (and 'd0u wi II see that J have added a few 
extra" from borderi"9 communifies as well ), and they rep­
~e5ent .20 denon"ll'nofions. There are 01 so con9~e90tjon5 
that meet in homes) schools) hotels) ha lis) and other chur'c),es) 
although They do not figur-e Jargely in the +0+0 I pfcture and 
ore n.ot included in the above statistics. 

I have. endeavoured +0 be. as accurate as possible but know 
f~om experience. that errors do occur"'. This book is Cl.I 

basic reference volume and certainly is not the complete 
story of every church in fvlu 5/< ok(h, but it is on a'ffempt 
+0 provide an inventory of our spiritual le90cy, ManLj 
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ore those who have loaned or given me pic+ur-e~ and inform­
ation. Even the smQJJest help has been appreclQted~ Of'lce 

again , thank ever~one for their time and interest. 
• Rev. Bruce Aitkefl, Florence A'-ken, Don Allison, Travis Allisofl 

• Grant Barrick, Ken Bell) Rev. Wm. Berry, Marlj Bilhn9sleYJ stan Booker) Re'l. ~. Boyd) 

James A.8oyd} Harlley Bradley, DorIs BrooksJ Grace 8rooks) Horr':J 8rown) Peter Bruce) 

DiQt'\o Budr-eoU') Rev. Dou9las Burns, George Budd. Oovid 6o!::fes 

• Inez Col"er1) w;b Campbell, Marilyn Carr) OrlQJ and Ph!JJlis Carr) Dione ChotiJlon) LOIS 

Clerf'\ent) Fronk Cooper) Heqther coupland, IV; shmo Code,-

• Doug oolr,=,""ple} Aubrey De"andre~) Jeqn Dic.k~onl YI/onne Duk'e. 

• Al.4dr-ey Edwards) Ist:tbel Edwards 
• 8e1t1j Findlay) Daphne I=laherty) Peter"" and Bell, FranksJ Marion Fry. 

• Mr~. WfYl. Gates, Velma, Gilbert) Shirley C,oerkJ ~Jbert and Betty G,..ainge,..~ Amy Greer 

• Ted and Jon »ores, Mrs. George Harper) RO!:Je I-Iarri ngton, Tom and Edna Hew;it, 

Gerrlj Hitchcock) Effie Hod9 son, Sorboro Hopcroft, Wendy Hutc~ir)9s 
• 8e'ff y Jneson), Rev. Fred Iri sh (501\) 

• Mouvi e Jones) Rev. Jonet Judd, Marg. Jocksor'l 

• H02eJ Ka~, Oi" Kelly> Chr;s J<arn, Poul Knowles, Shei\ev I<ir~~sor'\) 

• Jack Laycock, Bernice LOlle9roIJeJ Ha~el Lusk} Ethel L~te, Dr-Roy Lawson 

• Opal Mogladry, Clare Mortin, Bill and Thelma Matchett, Doug. and Mar!-J Lou Mtdche.tt, 

Bruce MI.' Bride, RLtth Me Lennon) Audre~ Me' Nabh, Rev. RancJy Merkel) Ern; e Merkley> 

frni e and Joan Middlebrook 

• AI Newell, Norm ~ewman) Ross Nicholson 

• Jock ond Marette O'Brien, Os+Q. OSfflo"d 

• Met" Parker) Barbara Paterson, Ed. Pouleite, Ir"in and Phyllis Payne) George Pogsofl, 

Cec; I Porte~) Dr. Ro'j Porth» Bab Pe+ry, 

• Major Roy Randell) Lloyd Readmon, Flora Renaud, 6ertha Robertson 

• .shirleC;f SQMpSOn, Ha2el schellJ MyoJQ Se.hell) Reg. schell) fr.·c. R.W. se.hultz, JOI;f 

Seymour") Lee 5heCll) Bessie Simmons) Rev. Erl'c 5isel) Sister Thelma-Rnfle (SSJD), 

Rev. Jim sitler) Oon Snider, .5~/lJja,., Sopher) Ru,s 6pald ing, MQrilyt\ Sproat) 

L/0!:ld stevens 

• Rev. James Thomson, Rev. Richard ToppingJ Ralj Townsend 

• Rev. L~nf) U2oY)5 

• Clara Wotson) steve Widdrf'ie/d, Elva wil son, MOl"g. w~II'te, J rene Wall b,..;og8 
• ka,.1 Zande (with oUis+c:mce fron') And y Go~gheluc.k) 

And many others who offered words of encouragen')e nt. 



Dedica-riQ1l 

. To God be the glory 9reat +hings He has done. 

· To my wife Grace and our children Deborah) LondQ;,and 
steve who are pati en~) prayerfu I) and ·pcsitive in their 
support of my local history adventures. . 
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· To Barb Paterson} Jack Laycock, Flora Renaud) Wib. Campbell, [ 
and Mary Lou Moi-chetJ- whose un ex peeted generositlJ 
came just when it was needed most. 

-To those who read this voJUI'Vle, thank you for bUljing it. 
J trust it is worthy of your ownership and will be Q/ 

useful addition +0 your local hisTory coJJection. 

Req.uest 
with the publication of this material J realize that the &urface has 
barely been scratched on this topic. As always I ~e.lcome const­
ructhJe. suggestions and additional information and photos. 

J am willing to make arrangeMents for the borro\1Jin9 
and copyin9 of such resources -1-0 keep on fi Ie for refer­
ence purposes or use in C1 second edition of this book. 
My name) address and telephone number are given here. 

Gary Denniss 
RR. tJ:. 2 Bracebn'dge, 
o n+o rio, P II I wet 
1-105- fDlf5 - q 5 31 
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Index 

AngJj can Churches (35) - , 

A postolic Church (I) 62 
Associated GospeJ Church en b 3 
Bapti st - Convention Churches (2) bLJ. 
Bopti 5t - E vangeJico) FeJlowship Churches (4-) bq 
Brethren Assemblies (GospeJ Ha Us) (3) 75 
Christadelphion EccJesicv (I) 8) 

Church of Christ (I) 82 
Church of Jesus Christ of loiter-day Saints (Mormons)(')_ 83 
Congregational Christian Churches e,) 85 

Free Methodist Churches ( ... ) 87 
Jehovah's Witnesses Congregations (~) q3 
Lutheran Church (I) qS 
Pentecosta J churches (4) q7 
Pres by+erian Churches (~) 100 

Roman cathoHc Churches (to) 11.2 
Salvation Army c.itadels (3) 12·Y· 

Seventh Da~ Advent; st Compan~ (.) 13.2 

united churches ( and former Methodist) (.:lq) 134-

United Pentecostal Church (I) 184-
Community or Independent Churc.hes 185 

Bannockburn 185 

Church of the kettles 'Bb 
C09nashene; First Baptist J"dependent 8aptist 188 
Glenwood ChapeJ ISq 

Honey Harbour JqO 

Lake Joseph I q2 
MadawQskCll Club Jq3 

Norway Point church I q3 
Global church of God ,. Muskoko, Christian rellowship; Chn'~i Of'} lQS 

. SCIence 
other" Comrnun.t'1 churches I q7 

Former Denominations _____________ Jqg 
DiscipJes of Christ _______________ Jqg 

HoJiness Movement Church I qq 
Uni te d Brethren Classes; Spiritual; st Assocj otion __ ~O.2 



I. The Anglican Church f 

The Protestant Re~or,:,a+io~ of the early /5OO'S creat~ many r 
Qspects of the chns+,on fo,+h. One. of' the most important was 
the Anglican Reformation in EngJand. Havln9 no particuJar leader; 
it was dominated by the, ruler who was the head of the nafiona I 
churc.h, who) bid the 153LJ- Act of Supremacy) became HenryJZIII.. 
,he Church of England spt"ead to Canada becall~e of the gJo-
bal extent of British settJement. .st, Paul's of Jia/ifax) built in 
1150, became Canada '~ first AngJican Church buildif)9, but 
Anglic.an influence first touched our shores by WQ Y of the 
explorers such as Hudson Q nd Frobisher in the 11000'6, 

Once established) the great missionorCj sociefies of EnqJand 
such as the Society Tor the Propo 9Qtion of the Gospel (s,P. e:,.), 
dispersed men and dispensed money to further the expansion 
of the Church of England into Canada. Christian educotjan 
ond literature was provided through the Soci e+fj for Promotion 
of Cht"istion knowledge (S.P.C.K.)) and I'ndeed even the most 
rur"Q I of c~urcnes of-ten had extensive Jibror,'es of hard-cover 
(hrisfian books. This kind of support was mainto{()ed up fo 
the early ~ears of Wor Id Vvbr Jr. The n a me AngJ"can church 
in Canada become off'l'cial in IQ55. 

En91i sh Churches litera lly doffe d f'v1uskckQ.j and sti lJ outnuMber 
those o~ any other denoW)ination. Many hove c.losed but 
the majority remain~nd ore often the recipien-ts of 01 

revived inter-est of spirituaJ heritage in our day_ Some cases 
I'n point are ~evJhoJm, Aspdin> and loncelat,amof19 others. 
"Algoma 100;' ell h"s+ortj of the Diocese of AJgomQl publ,.shed 
in Iq13) informs uS that'" J,.., 18100) the Rev. William Ross 
reported that he wa s ho Idi"g serv,'ces once month Jy at Mus­
COc.cu on the Se\ler-n Ri verI " Thi rteen years later w hen the 
Dioc.ese formed) frarY)e churches were recorded .for 8race­
bridge) Draper) Gravenhurst) and Mary La kef The loiter c.hur-ch, l 
which is Port 5~df)ey', is noW Muskoka's oldest AnglIcan 
c.hurch still in existence (1813). [ 
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with the c.oming of the Cowley Fathers to Brace-bll'dge in 2 , 

Iq28) the history of the AY'lgll'can c.hurch took on g." new dl'm­
ension that carried with it Q.; unique minist,...y that lasted 
tJn+i I IQS3. Their c.ant .... ; bu+ion to MuskakOl and the AngJlcan 
Church here wi lJ be dea It with seporatel'1 in the book later, 
but) QS you wiJJ readil«:J learn) the Socie+y of st.John the Ev~ 
angeJisf (S.S.J. E,) did not operate independe()+l~ of the 
larger church body but was verlj much Inter-twirled with it. 
So now we c.ome to Q) sectfon that recogoi2es some of the 
Anglican Churches of MLlsKoka that no longer eXist. 

Allensville - st, Michael's Church is closely associated with 
the Hares fami 'y) in fact in J8lt>8 thel"r home was one in the 
cOrf)rY\unity that hosted Anglican services, In time a si'fe 
was obtained and Q; frame church was er-ec+ed be-Side the.. 
old Mus koka Road) roughllj m,"dwQ!J between MadiJ)'s church 
and the Cairns' Presbyter"lon Church. The population shifted 
southward after Q) few years) So J'ust before the Second 
World War) the Hutcheson Company moved the bui Id ing fur­
ther south and relocated it on QJ new foundation. The 
exterior- was refur6i 5 hed with 9 re Ij I" ()5U I brick a ncl ma n y 
other impr"'ovements weore made +0 make the bu,'ld""9 more 
usable, especio lly in the winter season, st. Ml'c hoe' '5 ,'s one 
of the sma II A""gfican churches that 
the S.S,J. E. took under- its wing. Mr. 
Edward H-ares was the church warden 
at the time of its clOSing in the 11\I'd IQ70S. 

, 
I 



.3, Bardsvi lie ~ The .... e was at one time Q 109 church at Bar-dsvilJe 
Or) lot 8)concess;of) 10 of Monck Township, 1+ sat on the souTh sfde 
of the old Port Carll'ng Road on the hi II abo\le the schoorlhat once 
eXisted if) that Vicit')itlj. Although V'er~ little is known ahou+ it) a 
note in the Blor'lchard fami IIj recor'ds for November 8) 18Bg) shows 

that Mr. ~af"ry BlQr)chard Q9reed to Ijne the walls) nJ'ne. feet high with 
tongue and grooved lumberj pu+in tel'") new seat.s) Clnd bui lot ell 

plain porch in -front of the church. All of this for thirtlj dolJars­
twelve +0 be poi din advance blj Henrlj Austin) the People's WardeV1) and 
the Bishop of .L1 lgomOJ wou Id po y the remai nder Of) completion. ThiS 

chur"ch had cumoY'l9 its worshippers OJ goodly nUMber- of Ger­
man Lutheran fami lies that se+Hed in the vlcini+1j and chose to 
atiend Anglican Services rafher than start tneir- own. The old 
Bardsvi lie Ang); con ~hu.rch was fino Ily dismantled about }qOO 

Qnd SOMe of the matenaJ WQS used fo make jfY)pr-ovements +0 

the newl~ moved st. Georges chur'ch at Falkenbur"9 sta+,'on. 

C Y"Qmptons 5hortllJ after Wi J Jiort) Crompton came +0 MuskokCll 
to II sPy out the land II for the English Church) hI's litHe 'I chorister'" 
son died in early 1874-. Crompton's other' sons hancl-builtcv 
little log cha pe I on lot 12) concession 5 of Sfisfed Township 
if) his mefY'Or-y. Used for Ma()~ chur'ch funcfl'ons) it event­
uall~ closed when the church at Aspdif) became a reality, 

EerrishiU - Located on lot A) concession 5 of DrQperTowf'lsh,p 
(along what we now call Reoy Road), th,'s was a Ji1t-1e 109 
backwoods church of the J880

1
.5. It did not last Jon9 bur 

was port of the Draper, Ryde, and Oakley Mission that was 
; n Co' one of the roughes+ ... rY'IosT dlfficu It p,'ec.es of cou"trlj in 
Muskokru,'t,) It was here that Rev, Arthur"" H. AllMan served for 
so man~ yeo rs, and enjoyed C1. very fru itfu} Tn ini st .... y. 

Hoods+own - s+. Jude's was built on Hewson street in the. Village 
of Hoods+own ot the north end of Ldke Ver(\on ,sometfme about 
1880. It went the way of most build,'ngs in Hoodstowfl when the 
great metropoll's failed -to tnrive. 1+ s baptismal font J""es on 
i ('\ st. JVla ry 's church in Nova r'. 
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Lynx lake- Built I'f) ~8?7-78 on land formerly owned ~y Lt. 

David Fergusor:) Tnnlty Church we 5 Brunei Townsh;r;)s 
fir'"~t church bUlld"n9.. The log chape J sat on lot TI) conces­
sion 10 Q nd was used ~or about a dozen !jears. It was the 
forerut')ner of Holy Tn'(lItlj at NewhoJt'Y). 

Lew;sharn - At one time the southeastern section of Ryde Town­
Ship was q.uite well .settled. The Anglicans had OJ church here 
known as ch,.,;st Church, however) by JSq7 It closed. In lCf3'-/ the 
S.5.#3 R':1d~ School s, S.J, E. revived the Anglican 

p,.,esence if) this rerf'ofe commun­

ity a nd be go n to hold ser" "ces in 
the schoolhouse of 5,S, #3 Ryde. 

Northwood .. Li*le is known 
about this pioneer church 
other than it sat best'de 
the Alport Road on Jot II) 
concession II of Muskoka; 
Township. The site. 1'5 mark-
ed in the 187q Muskoktl.l 
Atla 5 on property owned by 
William Suitoby. Durin9 the 
1'420'5 the church was torn 

This WQS the most souther"ly cong­

rega+ion the Cowley Fa1-her"s had) 
it bein9 2iJJ rni les from the M,'5Sion 
Hou se in Bracebridge. 

down. It wa s n aff) ed st. Courtesy of Mrs, R. Meeks 

John the Oiv; ne. 

No,...""olj Point - A sma JJ frame An91,'cat') Church ,'s now }t"lcorp­

orated j f"lto Q) co1fage aJong ihe Norway Point shoreJI't"le on the 
lake of Bays. Known as St. Mar~ the Vir9in) it-was served 
mainl~ ou+of Baysville) then became one of'the responsihi/i+,'es 
of'the S. 5.J. E. 



5, Purbrook - A stror)9 Anglican con9re9Qt,'on forMed ,'(') thl's Dra­

per Towns~i~ hamlet in the earJ~ 18Bds resulhnq jY) Q.,_ frame 
church budding blj 1884, Dun'rJ9 the fa /J of thaf 'dear- much of 

the. I'nfe-n'o,... wa 5 c.ompleted "n reod­
IneS5 for the Bi shop's v 1'5 ita +"0 n 
in eo ,...I~ De~ember. If) those da~s 
i+was P055,bleto goeasill:1 b~ 
road from uffi Y"I<j+on +0 Purbrook) 
the di stance being six m; Jes. At 
Easter in 1885 the record is noted 
.+0 sa~ u. that some of the ladies 
from the Purbrook sfation had 

walked fi\1e Miles c.u-fiif'\9 their,way through -three feet of untracked 
snow in order that the~ rr,ight be present at the servl'ce .•• In the 
everll'n9 the combined Choirs of Uffing+on and Purbrook ably 
rendered the ser-vlce of sacred song entitled, ,. The Man of Sor­

rows,' i1lus+rat,'Y)g the passion Qfld death of our Lord. " IV)an~ 
p 'oneer farf)iiies were a 5S0C.; a-ted with Christ Church over the 
'jears including the kirbys) Clarks) and Colsons. Thi5 wos another 
church served by the S,S,J, E, in later ljear'5. 

S+oneleigh - st. John's Church was QI little log Church hke so 
rY)Qn~ other early churc.hes in MU.5kokQJ, Quite. a nUrv)ber of 

Anglican families lived along the 
roo d +0 E>otjsvi IJe Q nd i fl Ja nuary 
IS7b the':1 Met with the Bishop. He 
was olesirou 5 that ct churc h be 
bu iJt during the sprin9 sea son 
ot'\d arranged -tor fortnightJlj 
sen! i ce 5 to begin 'fYHY\edi a+eL;) 
with an appointed IO!j reacler". 

S+anle~daJe - The pIcture of the AngJican Church known as 
st. John '5 was taken Some time prior to 1'120. The men 
5hown with the mif)isier were riverdrivers who hod stopped 
in for"" on impromptu service. The earlier serv,'ce.s -tor 
this congregotion were held in the Ashworth Oronge Hall 
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(a beautifully restored build- ~. 
I'ng now on site at the Pioneer 
VilToge in HUt'ltsvil/e) prior +0 
the construction of ihe 
chur-ch j n 18810, The roof on 
this bui Iding was so steep it 
was very djfFicu It to shingle, 
This was one of the churches 
that the Rev, L. Sinclair had 
as he walked his circu',+ each 
weekend, More about him I at€r, 

Torr-once - The bUilding pictured her-e is the on'g,'nal Orange 
Hall built at the cort')er in -the village in IQo8, Later'on 
the. Orongemen buil+a new hall so the An91ican's bought 
the old one. st. Alban' 5 .... 
was the first churc.h in the ~ . 
vi 110 ge. I n the eo rllj {qloO's " " 
it omalgaYY'\Qted wiTh the ~ .. 
BalCh congregation Q nd 
that is wh ~ the chu rc.h 
there is co lied Trinity - 5+. 
Alban's. This plc+ure caMe 
frot'f') 1\ The Ea .... l:1 History of 
Ton"0 rice;' with permission. 

Ufford- AbotJt 1887 cz.. church of hand-hewn 10g.5 was buiJ+ by 
Jack Kay Of) Jot '3) conceSSIon 4- of Wait- Towns}, ip. One. of the 
original church~ardens wos An-thony Knowles. By Iql5 there 
were -too few people to support the wo rk so Bishop Thorn/ce 
permifted the sale of the S+ructure -tor .$~5.00. The land was 
soJd 0 Iso e)lcept for seven-one-hundredths of Of1 acre wh,'ch con­
taif)e d a cemetery of seventeen graves,among whom were the 
wife and dauC)hter of the fi rst church'tVorden. It WQS Mr, 
Knowles who acted a 5 Jay-reader when no one was able +0 

come +0 St.John '.5 to ta"ke t.he service, in thi s,one of the 
three churche 5 that once eJdsted it") Ufford. 



7. Re.lrWous Communities - I have already a Iluded to the work 
of he S. S.J. E. in the O/stn·ct. Ove.,. the last J;:( 5 !dears more 
thaY'1 nit"'le+~ Religious ComrY'lunities have been esta1>Jished 
within the worldwide cOfY"lMunion of Angl iean Churches. The. 
5.S.J.E. was one of three such Religious Orders that found [ 
their way into MuskokOJ. 

The 5ocie+4 of st. Margaret (S.S. M.) was founded 05 ~ ReJ­
igious Or"der for women at East Grif'lstead) England, if) 

1855. An AmericQfl Mother House was developed ,'(1 187/ 
at Boston and it was from that source that the S.S.t.t1. 0 
was invited to Muskok~ +0 supplement the work of the 
5.S.J.E. among its rural missions. Four Sisters arrived in 0 
Bracebn'cJge during Jul~ Jq33) and set up a temporary con-
vent in a small brick house on the easter'n edge of town, 0 
about a.., ten minute walk from the 5.S . ..1. E. Missi on HOlJse. 

Pictured on the Left;5 the new 0 
convent building thot served as 
the permanef1t headq,uarters. AI - 0 
though much of wha,t they did 
was rY'Iedica IJlj related (delivering 0 
babies) post-operative core) wound 
dre SSJ'(')9, efc.) , they a )so sho red if) 
the Cowley Fathers I Sunshine Pr-o-

grc:-mme of providin9 food) cJothi()9J 

ond necessary householCl ,terns. Their original 5unshfne 
house burned on December .28.) IQ3fo J but was soon replaGed 0 
with a" larger buiJding. Their record of depY"ess(on wOr'k 
was ver~ needful and deeply qpprec.iated in the lives of L 
many Impoverished famijies during these finQncjoll~ difficult 
years, and a JI of' it wos done without any regard +0 religious [ 
affiliation. The Sisters of st. Margaret were respon sihle 
for the building of Holy Cross Church) a sma/J frame struct- l 
uY'e that on ce sat on fhe north 5 ide.. of TO'1lor Road. 1+ was 
bUi It in the late JCJ30 IS by the people of the orea. with the [ 
help of -Sister Jean Margor-et) who,o\ong with e\}er~body e.lse., 
did her share of naiJ poundiflg. Regretfull~ the S.S.M. 
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had +0 withdraw from Braceb,..,'dge if) lq4-4-) leaving their 8 _ 

convent and suppljes +0 the Sisterhood of Saint John 
the Di vine (S.S.J, D.) who then COV'l')e +0 fi II the gop. ThfS 

Religious Order vvos started 
in Toronto In 18B"1 Q()d was 
the the f,'rst COrJadl'af) 
Reli 9 ious Order j n the Ar:l<3-
I,'can Church. These Sisters 
were pioneers in the field 
of convalescent core in 00+­
orio) having opened their 
Saint John's Convo lescent 

1WiiiiOio~"""'-~~ Hospita I in May) Iq 32, wh,.ch 
became well known for- irs therClJpeu+ic treatments. Cornin9 
frorY"'l thei r Mother House in Wi Ilowd a Ie, the se Sisters car­
ried on the v,'sitation work of their former colleagues and 
assisted with the unl'que Su~?a~ School b~ mail for 
children of the mission fam,l'es. They operated two Sun­
shine Houses - one for relief purposes J a nd the other for 
education involv/n9 such things as confir-mation and kinder­
garten classes) instructional groups for ~oung mothers) and 
even ~ credit union! The srY'loJler- of those two fa ciJit,es 
is shown below. Saint John's Con vent wl'th its loveJychapeJ 

served as 01 

guest house 
-tor Ass oci ates 
and Frj ends of 
the Drder who 
came to Muskoka. 
.por re5t and 
spiritua I refresh­
ment Indeed, 
at one time 
SerioUS consrd­

e,..afion was given to making the 8rocebr-l'd9~ branch the 
Mother House of the S.S.J. D. Those plans dl'd not work out. 
In lQlDO they fro nsferred back to WjJJawda Je. The convent 



q, was sold +0 Mrs, Ethel Flynn who had it remodeJled info 
an apartment hOrf)e known as 'Mol/mar Heights." The 
nearb~ Sunshine HoU5e WQS converted to two aparTmenf.s 
; n the some year - IqiJ> I. Actua II y the SSJ 0 ca me to MuskokOl 
in JQ2io and st; IJ maintains its pr-esence h.ere. That stor':;4 
is told here with gratefuJ help from Sister TheJma-Anne.. 

" Ba lly C roy" 
"Bally Croyll (meanin9 beautiful 
view) is the name. of the 5Umn'ler 

cottage of the Sisterhood of st. 
John the Divine) located ot Port 
Sydney. Situated on Jand which 
Tormed part of Q.J grant or 
Crown Land to SydneLJ Smi th in 
1813 > it was purchased by the, 

sisterhood in Iq2lt> and has been used bL;t the Sisterhood ever 
since. The origina I .. Bally Croy" house ;5 shown above and 
the first chapel is shown her"e on 
the n'ght. A generous beq.uest 
enabled the sisterhood to replace 
the first building.5 with QJ new 
bun 010""- style structure i" IQlD5. 

The new bui Iding ; S shown 
on the I eft in 1'185 dU(j()9 

ell specie J ce 'ebration. AI­
thou9h II Bally Crofj It has 
served primarily as Q... hol­
iday house J in the lQ30'S 

The Si sters di d po 5 toro I 
vI'sitirH3 of farm families 
j n the. Port Sydney neigh­
bourhood. 

[ 

[ 

[ 
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The Socie+4 of St. John the Evanqeh's+ (S.S.J. E.) was founded If). 

by Rev. Richard Meux Benson at CowJey) Oxfor-d
J 

Eng lanJl (hence 
the name Cowley Fathers) jf) 18105. In 1870 a branch house was 
begun in BosTon and it W0.5 fr-Of'/) there that the S.S.J. E co me to 
the Diocese of Algoma" upon invitation fr-om BIshop Rocksborough 
smith. The American Superior d; spa+ched three members of 
the Society +0 live and work at Em5daJe in september) }Q27. 
Due to jnadequate accomodation there.., Father Roland F. Palmer) 
Father Alfred l. Rose) and Brother Edward relocated to Brace­
bridge to take up residence on OJ property given by Rev. Robert 
Sodrer. At fjrst the~ literally camped out; f'l on unfinished re­
treat house which) along wi th the Sad ler home) becQ me the 
origi no I structures of the S. S,J. E. complex on the north side of 
Mapie streeT. These latter events took place in JQ.28. 

Development continued over- the next few years leading +0 Q./ 

pleasont bloc.k of grey stone-faced buildings) flanked +0 the 
south by the Collegiate church,dedica+ed in }Q33. High on 
the outside wall hung cu vast o(')d magnificent 'Il:hn'stus 
Rex" which gQ2ed down on th.e road below, that SaMe ffg· 
ure now occupying Q) less imposing position in the litHe 
ceMetery of' wooden crosses beside the former chapel. 
Inside , QI gift of the workmen who built the church) was cv 
three foot wide, ni()e foot Jon9 mono lith of local granite that 
served as the altar. A carpen+t"y shop (wher-e church furn­
iture was made}) ell printing press (for boaks and papers 
such as .. The Little Paper;' II God's Rock Garden; "Su n s h"fle 
Paper I'), a guest hou se) and si)C other buildings were set in 
the middle of large wooded grounds that sloped awo~ to the 
Muskoka Ri ver which bounded the propert~ to the west. Here 
the mission beU was run'3 seven tirr>es -throughout each day) 
signifying various c.hanges in th~ regimen of the men who 
dedicated their whole lives to God s service. and prayer". 

Although the~ carried on many benevolent works af II the 
house or; the hiiJ" they afe perhaps best remembered for 
their interaction with the people of Muskokcu where t-helj 
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The 5.S.J.E. Cnuf'c.h oV'\d Mission House) Br"ocebn·dge. 
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A qroup of 5.S.J.E. Brothers wifh Some of -rhe Fathers - the [ 
loiter" wearj'f"lq clerical collars 'ond iaenf/'f'-ed left to rIght 05 

Father!) Frifh) He w kes) Hemmi (')9) Polmer (in whi+e)~ MCCeus Jand) l 
Thornton and Garrard. 

[ 



[ 

l 

1:2 
served the rnan~ little AngJican Churches in coyrw'I\\Jnit,'es from ' 
Clear Lake to Ilfracombe, and 8eQtrlce to Lewisham, The 
mention of names such a 5 Fathers Palmer ( Superior from 
Jq~7-41 and lCJLD3-LD5) Rose (an Oxford Moll. if'l music), Hawkes , ) 

Loosemore (author and ardent OrongemonJ) Frith (shown here 

ore just a few of the pJaces the 
Cowley Fathers ser'led in estab­
lished An~licQn churches. Thelj 
olso conducted mission s+at­

at work in the Cowley- Brace -
bri dge Press prJ'tj t shop), Turn­
ne~) Thornton) Lockyer (the 
C3ordener), Morley (who drowned 
in La ke of Bal3s), Bo~d, GarrardJ 

MCCausJand (on oCQdernic)and 
others evoke man y fond mem­
ories in the minds of those 
who knew them. Aspdl'n, 
Lance/ot) Vankoughnet, Pur­
brook, Newho/m) Baysvi lie) 
and Falkenburg (shown below) 

ions of their own) often ue,in9 ---''"'9-­

one· roomed schoolhouses as 
rneetl'ng places. Examples for 
thi 5 would be stone leigh, uFford, 
l3eat,...,·ce Town Line Q nd '(ear/ey. 
Then there were thel'r O\Vfl SoSoJ.E. 
churches whi ch +he~ either-
bui It or bOllqhr. 

Bracebridge C.ollegiate church 
c. Jear La k e. st John the Bapt; st 
Matthiasville Hollj Farl'lil~ 
Parkers ville Love of Jesus 
Rocks borolJ gh sf. Pe ters 
TOljlor Line HO)lj CroSS 

,Q33 stone 
Jq33 fraMe 
Jq33 frame 
Iq33 fraMe (forMer United) 
lQ.33 10<3 
IQ38-3Cf frame (in conJuncf,'on 
with the Sisters of sf. Marg­
aret) 



)3. 
In Iq38 it was reported b~ Bishop Smith t~a+ the S.S.J.E, were 
holding services in Iq churches and 1"1- mission stations os 
well 05 the CoJ/e9iote Church. It was at this fl'me that they 
built ~ little loq chapel in Ryde Township at AJlen's Corners, 

Shown ot the leff 
• ore members of 

the Taverner and 
Ruttan tom; I,'es at 
o Iq38 confirmation 
servi ce with Bishop 
smith seated in 
front ond ~ather 
Loosemofe standi nq 
at back right. 
(Photo~ Ernie Merkle~) 

In I q41 Q second loC} church was bui It closer to Borkwoy 
(this story is told later) which was abandoned in Jq~.3 wnen 
the'::J bought the former Barkway Free Methodist. 

Shown here on the right is the Clear Lake SSJE Church as 
it appeared in the spring of lQ70. It was derY'lQl,'sned due fo 
highway construction. To the left is the M01Thiasvi /Je 
S.S.J.E. Church which sf; Jl exists beside the South Branch of 
the Muskoka R;ver~ but not as a cVJurch. 

f 
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[ 
with si}( 5urv; vi f'l9 rnem bers a nd heavy finan ciaJ consider... [ 
otion5) Father Frere I<ennedl.j (the last Superior) announced 
in January IQS2 that the work waS closing in MuskokaJ. [ 
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The Easter Serv,'ce of ICfg3 ended 55 years of miss,'on work 14, 

that was uniq.ue In its scope and dedication, The propert~ 
was deconsecl""ated on January 8

J 
JCf88 by Rt. Rev, LesJl'e Pefer­

SOrl) The Bishop of Algoma, The site) with t~e e)(Ceptfof) of 
the cemetery, WQS subdivided and sold - the chapel (lDW a 
dwelling place. Sadler Dr, and PalMer- Ct. are the onl~ other 
v is; bJ e r-eminders of thi 5 hi stori caJ venture, The Conod/an 
Order merged with its American cDunterpart. In August Jqq5 
Fathers Brion BOS+Wl'ck and Carl Winter- traveJled to Brace­
bridge, to take part in the cererY'lo()Lj dedicatl'ng an Ontario 
Heritage Founda+iof1 plaq.ue to commemora.te U The Cowley 
Fathers at 8racebridge,'" I om indebted +0 Mr. AI, Newell 
who provided Me with th.e. photograph he took on that 
occasion. 

Fr, C.arl Winter Fr", Brion Bostwick 

The following pages contain brief historical accounts 
of the Anglican Churches still it') full or limited use. 
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I , 

st. of AspdiYl 
The co~ney-sto(')e of the 
first stone chZ,rch "VI 
Muskoka was IQ,'d on 
September 30, )885 by 
Rev. WilliaYYl Crompton) n 
u. I n the Fai th of our Lord LJ 
Jesus Chrfst) and in the r 
Name of the Father) and 0 

the Son, and of the Ho)y 
G h 0 5 T. " E a c h chi J d 0 f 
the Sundatj School brought 
a. stone from his own hQffl 
ond put it hi rY) self i rI+o the 0 

st, Mary's has been fhe reCipient of wa I J. I\learllj CtJ ~ear 1 ater 
ll.I succ.essful cOrfln'1unity effort to on Augu st 15, J a 8 to) st. 
restore iTs historicol value. h h 0 Mary's C u rc wa 5 opened) 

the place bein9 filled to capaci+lj. This endurl'ng 
struc.ture is cons; dered +0 be the most QutsfoY')di ng 0 
of the twenty-two chuyches that Rev, Crompton 
b ui It. One of the pioneer seitJer-s of AspdJ'(') \NillfoM 0 
Crompton hod been (L 1 icen sed /Q'j reader fn h,'s 
native Erl91and. When his little boy died earJ:i in 187'+) 
his other sons built a }iitle. 10'3 church wit~ their own 
hands) in hl5 merY"lo .... tj) +0 be Q/ private chapel. In 0 
the rneon+iMe Mr. Crompton began -to hoi d servl'ces 
at OJ house oY\d store in Aspdin. In J818 -the 
congrego-h'oVi decided -to build Q..t /09 church) namif)9 
it st, Martj's,in memo .... Cj of Q/ much-loved daughter­
of one o-r +~e churc h +am iI ie 5. It wa 5 at the 

L 
D 

latter er-.d of J88'+ when 0('\ unknown lady jY) England l 
offered +0 provide funds +0 -the extent of ~~DO sferl"n9.) 
on condition thcJt '''a. sione church should be eyecte a 
of the pJo,'Y\ and subsfont'-aJ kind." And now) in }qqlt>, 
on appeal has gone out +0 preserve this hl'storie church 
froN" the ravages of time. There has beer cv pos-
itive response to eave +his port of Muskoka 5 herita9e.· L 
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The historic English Church at Aspdl'n, built in 18Sb b~ 
Rev. William Crompton. He also had erecied a" building 
called clifton Hall. It was builton church propertlj and 
was under the church'~ control. No religious) political 
or partisan meet; "95 were a /lowed inC I if ton Ha IJ os it 
was meant solely for the moral and ;rde lIec:tuQ J i m­
provement of tho~e who chose to take advant0ge 
of the design, There were four" basic rules of thl's 
hall (shown below) ClY'\d they were: 

I. No smokin9' 
2. No spiHing. 
3. No bad language. 

.t." \} . 
" 

.. . ,-, 

t, 
. .!-

'-#-. No ;nto~;ca+in9 drinks. 
Mr. Crompton person­
aJllj sawto it that OJ 

library of '700 volumes 
was part of this hall. 

lb. 
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Our; ng the summer­
of I q 2 0 +hi 6 frame 
edifice WQS built) bein ~~~~~'!t~~~.l~m;m 
located on fhe main I 

ro ad with; n +Wo fY'U'f)­

ute G wa I k of the C.P. R. 
summer depot and 
The steamboat wharf. 0 
1+ had cOrY)rnQY)dif)9 
views of the fa Us 0(\ C 
the front side and 
of the lake and harbor to the back. Built upon solid rock) 
the wooden struc.ture's sides and roofwere shingled with 
British Colum biOJ cedar. "The. design is Tudor Goth,'c, care­
fulllJ modified in detail for the sake of siMplicity and to 
harmonj ze with 'Its picturesque environment ... The pIon 
of the church is cruciforM ..... An es pecial feature. is the 
furniture ... I') 50 sa ~s the Algoma Missionary News account 
of Janua r ~) I q 2 I) whIch goes on +0 +ell about the extensive 
use of cedar throu9hout much of the inten'or, whfch in~ 
deed ,'s beautiful. Anglican serv,'ces in Bala were first held 0 
in the Swastikev Hote', 1 ater co lied the Bala Bay Hoiel. The 
first ordained mJ'nJ'sTer

j 
Christopher- Lord, came Of)e tjear 0 

later in Jq/q and reMcu'ned until lQ31. The properf~ ana C 
funds to erect Tf'ini+y church were donated by Mr, George 
Edward 5 in IqJq. Mr, Richard HamiJI was the bu'dder hir-ed to 
do the work. The budding was d,edicated free of ~ebt) C 
due in no small part to the. generos/tlj of summer vt's,+ors 
in conjunction with the permanent residenfs of the town. U 
Mrs, JSQbeJ Edwards prOVided me with Material and cv+our) 
the latter inc/ud"ng the chapel of the Welsh saints) a spec-
i Cl J roo m whi ch wa 5 rnai n J Cj the work of Re\!, J oc.l< Wa tson who [ 
wished to cON)rflemorate the connection with Bala J'fl Wales. 
Mr'. Bob Petry kindly loaned me tYle above photo gr-aph. L 
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The Chur-ch of the Hollj Manger- at Barkway 18. 

-rhe n Clme of the 5rnoll church at Barkw;y is 

unique) cHId 50 is the altar beCQU5e it is in The 
sho.pe .of ~ monger-. Th,'s church actua I/~ had its 
be9'YH"Hnq In CL hewn pine 109 home that had been 
bui It bfj the Abernath~ fami 1'1 Q bout 1880. Later, as 
the fami Iy grew and a larger house WQ,:, provided

J 
tne 

o \d 109 b U I I d,. n 9 wa 5 COil \fe rte d to a... .ha y barn) then cv 

5he epfold. Years later .another fafY)d~ purchasf?d it 
C\ nd rYloVe d it +0 Q.., new SI te but eventu a Jl ~ it fe I J 

iY)to disu 5e. As it happene d the s. S. J, E. wa 5 hold-
ing servlce5 in the Allen's Corners school house 
bUT they wQnte d +0 get Q.; hold of some old Jogs 
to coY)sfruct cu log c,hapeJ. Thetj obtcdYled the 
derelict sheep'folcf and reassembled it Or} ell hew 
fo U r'\ d at i 0 VI 6 ~ 0 e ceyyt bey- of I q if 7. A JoY) 9 w,' + h 
the unusual altar an old oX-l.joke on one or the 
iY'l5,'de watts bore the InscriprfoYJ t.'Take m~ !joke 
upon you;. " This bui loIl'Y)9 I Joe ated about Q./ mile. 
horth of Borkway> WQS used un+,'/ /Cfto3 when tne 
S.5. j. E. pure hosed the former- Free Method J'st Church 
of Ba,kwolj (bui 1+ abouT IS90). It has continued to 
be the home of The Church of the Holy Manger. 



5t. Am 6r-0 se of Baysville 

The -fir-sf st, Ambrose 
Church (piciured her-e 
on the left) was 
built in 18'18 with 
the h e I p of cv 9 ra n t 
froVYl the 5. P. C. k. 
The site had been 
deed ed to Bishop 
Fa.uq,uier- in 1880 6~ [ 
W. H. Brown J the 
founder of 50ljsvi lie. 

The first fu JI-ti me pri esT wa 5 the Rev. A. W. Ha z lehuY'st 
who was a p poi n ted i VI I 8 g 5 and 5+ a lj e dun ti I J q 1 7 • 
In IQO) the fjrow,ng congre9atioY') built OJ new 
f r-Q rYI e c h u r C h (t he b u i I d j n 9 0 n + he (" \' 9 h tin + h e 
above picture) qnd then used the forNler chuY'ch 
0,5 a.. Sunday School and Par-,'sh Hall. Both of 
these buildings were destroyed by fire on 
SepteMber 2) Iqlg. Mrs, 
Hazel hurst d,'ed froVY) the 
shock of the -FI're w h fch burn­
ed the,'" II'fe's wCJrk in effect. 
The,'r is Cl.I memorial wI'Vlaow 

in +he new church wh I'ch ~'S 
ded,'cated +0 her- met')'") or<j. 
That new chur-ch was 
con secrated of) M 013 17l 
ICi22 and 5+IJI serveS the 
v " II a 9 e. I Y) the ,. n t e rI' YYl 

period) the old pubJ f~ 

[ 

school was pUY"cha sed for­
$JOO) serve d as ~ church 
fOr three year-s and has 
continued in 5erv,'ce ever-
Ha11. In the above pIcture) 

since as +he Por,.sh r 
R e \J. H a z Ie h u r 5 ton d h,' 5 [ 
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daughte.r Do.is~ stand j n front of The IqO~ veI""S,'oV/ 

o f 5 t. 11 rn b ro 5 e C h u r-c. h, As 0/ r e VJ a r- d fo r h,' 5 

long and devoted 5erVI'ce to the church) the 
Bishop of Algomcv appointed the Reverend 1V1r: 

r Ha:z. \e hurst on Honorary Conon. 
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F("orn ,qY.1 un+il Iq55 st. AYY'lbro'5e church was 
un de r -t he. pas to r a I car e 0 f the S, 5, J, E.. I () J q 5 5 
the Diocese of A)goma., re-organi.zed the ChurChes 
i'() the are Qj, C y- e at j y") 9 the Lake 0 F '5 Q Y S Miss; 0 () , 

wi +h the I yo) cum b e n+ Ii \/1' n 9 i YI Dors e t. The f,'rs t 
priest in charge under the neW arrangement" was 
Rev. R. H, Nixon. H 1'5 wor-k "n cl uded the po S Tora J 

care of st. Mary's Church at NorwQ~ Po/'nt, Q.; 

mi ss ion c hurc h of st. A rY) br-ose storte d shortly 
ofter Rev. Richard Warder COMe fotJowfng ConoV') 
Hazlehurst. st. Mor'j'.s ;5 no longer functionin9 as 
Q church. St. Ambrose is said to be the only 
AYlg)" co n Church in Can ada wd h that name. It 
honors the Bishop of MiloV1, ltallj) who is best 
re YY\em6 ef'e ct for 6r,'r\g i n9 m u st'c info the. church. 



.2/. Ch.is+ c.hurch of BeQr- Cave 

Locate d on lot.27 of cO(J­

cession 12 in Cardwell 
Township this /09 church 
has stood as ~ house 
o-f worship to God for 
we II over {l.I c.en+u ry. } n 
writing of i+,s genesis, 
Mrs. E /TQ/ Godfre£j sa ys 
," Jo YY1eS Edwa rd Forema () 
go ve ~ pi ece of hi5 land 
fo r a,., c. nurch . .. "t wa s 
built os a, non-denom­

-

inofiona/ church - later taken over by the Ansl,'cans.',) 
The sign on the fr-ont of the build,'n 9 reads: 
I SSO - Christ C hur-ch - AngJ ,'co n - North Co r-ei we J J • 

My former student, Ted Curr/'e, de5cr,' 6edthe. set­
ting of the buildinq this way in on artfcie he 
w ro te j n I q 8 iJ:J - " Th e s q, u are f I fn be red c h u r c h 
bu i Id,'ng Us) bu ilt upo n cu, hug e ,rock c::utcrop-
ping o¥the Canoa/or) ShIeld... ThIS 1'5 very 
much in ev; deVIce as one vl'ews th(s s,'te, but 
Ted went on to r*:co~d t-h,'s sad COMvneY')tarlj 
abo u. t the j n 5 e () S , + i v I + Y 0 f h u VY) a V) s - (T he 
church) has been strippe d by vanolals over the 
Ijeors, Q nd wheY') serv,'c e.s a re. he I d th e re. no w ) 
rnen"lbers rY"I(Js+ bring their own Bibles) candles) 
sears and heat. I-F 1-he<j wont rnus"c +0 Qccompanlj 
the. serv,'ce. they YY1us+ 5;(")9 unaccompan,'eol. Some 
person stole fhe church or-gan) the pews) the lfght­
ing s~s+eN') and even the prayer books were 
pinclr)ed. " Although regular services aYe no longer 
held at Christ Church) this church on ce 5 erved those 
who farN"'\ed or logged for a l,vI' n 9 in -t h ,·s ,. soJoted 
Corner of Muskoka D,'str"c+. Jt is one of four log 
church build,'nqs re~Qjn"V)9 in MuskokQ.l. 
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The Anglican missionary thatorgQru'zed new chUf'ches 
at FaJkenburg and Ufford olso founded on earJ4 work at 
Beatrice as wetl. It church was erected here "(1 the 18705, 
Although the Methodi sts a nd Presb~tert'o ns nod churches 
Vler"e tool it ha 5 been st. Martd's that no s endured, The 
present lovely bn'ck veneer c.hurch located nor far south 
of Austin's store and Gar""Qge) was opened in JC1It.f- and was 

consecr"oted in 'Cil7. The building, Chu,-ch~arcJJ ond Cem­
etery are well cared for- and are (l, credit- 1-0 this sYnaIJ 
but tenacious congreqation, An exaMple of this took 
place in september lqqft, when residents of the, commut')­
I'ty 9cttogether To reshingJe the church roof - a.. job that 
was accomplished by C1I workbee or9anized by Ellen Gray. 
Nt's, Au 5+in tcld me ~at whi Ie thetj or-e few in f1umhe,-, a J I 
bi l1s are poi d 05 a resuH- of fhe generositLj of loco} 05 welJ 
as summer residents. A visit inside the church enables one 
to appreciate the three-I,'ght east window depicting Jesus) John) 
and Peter, Q YY1eMori oj to the p/onee,- HOMi lton fami ly, 



:)3 , st. John' 5 of Beoumoris 

St, John's is beautifully .situated on a... genfly sJop,.ng half-acre 
'0+ just Q, short walk away from Lake MuskokQJ. The jnvitl'rj 9 
-fIQgstone path leod5 wore,hipper-s to the open door of the 
q,uoint frame church -that was built about IBQO-ql. It wasn't un-
ti I ICf lCo 'that the propert':j deed was fino Ii 2 ed, signed by the two 
surviv,'ng warden/trustees, John WilJMott- and John Hu#on. ot­
het""' support"ng families at this tl'me were the B/anchards, 
Prowses, Redmonds} and Ri le~s. For most of its history) st. 
John's has been a SUmMer church welcoN)in9 vocofioner5 and 
local residents ali ke +0 worship God on loveJIj Tondern IslCtt'ld 
in La ke MuskokOJ. And <jet it rn,'"is+ers in ,,-the, ways a5 

well. Two uniq,ue record board 5 in the -Po«:Jer give evideflce 
of .20/0 baptisms and 50 weddings that have taken place 
from I qo 7 un+i I IQqfo in the holy solemnify of this church. 
One of the earlier incumbenfs fo admin; 5Ter these rites was 
the Rev, W. A.J. Burt, Q dietary conscious Anglican m"n{ster 
who believed it was un6iblicaf to eat bacon, etc,) 05 he felt 
Christians wefe bound by Jewish food Jaws. It was Rev. 
Burt WhO, on July .2J)JQIO) bQptised the nit'\e month old daugh- I 
ter of George ond Mabel FreemantJe. That girl) M'dra Eleanor) 
grew info a weJI educafed young woman who) in t.'me) gave 
sixttj years of service os organist ot bo+h st,John's of Beournoris 
and 51. Mark's c:>f Milford ~o4 as well 05 ,:Ointaininq 0 teachin9 
C.oreer at st, Jv1dored s - l '9htbourn AnglIcan Prlvo+e school) .first 
In Toronio) -then OakviJie, Not only did both Churches 5hore [ 
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or-qaf)ists) but m,'n,'sters as weJl) including those noted below : :t'f. 
J, Selwyn Rhodes Iq3J- Lf2 
JohY') 5, LindseJi IqL.f3-'+~ 
W, A. HanK inson Jqt.JiD -72 
Wi J11'a~ c,r-o ham Jq 75- eq 

Ray Porth ,qgq - the. present minister) who 'I'ke 
a JJ of the above Ji\les ot the rectory loc.ated in Mi/fo,-d Bo~. 

The PiifsburghjMu5kokQl Founda+,'on has been ver~ generous in its 
support 0 f st, John 15 , Beoumaris) from JC~aJ to the present time. 

PIctured below is OJ young Myra E. FreerrlantJe) the photo 
comin9 from st. MOr"kls Church at Milford Boy through the. 
courtesy of wib. Campbell. Norma stewart) a friend of mine 
P-rom Ookvi lie» writes- ,It .•. Myra Freemonf/e ... to u9ht Latin 
at st, Mildred IS - Lightbourn School in Oakville for a short 
period before her re+irement ... she taught Latin 0+ st. 
Mildred's College in Toronto, conducted the choir) and served 
as principaJ at one pDint . ." The two sc.hools QMalgomated 
some+ifY1e later and continued to operate ouf of OokviJle. 

of St, Marl('s Anglicon Chura" and Mr. 
QMpbel1. 



25, st. ThoYYlQs' of Brace.bn'dge. 
[ 

As 10m prepqrinCJ this VYloteriaJ In July, IQqw) 5t. 
Thomas' c.hurch is marking its centennial, but [ 
\i ke Robert J, Boyer states in The Mus kokq SUyl of 
July 4) IQql.o, mony ,. church congre9a+,'ons in MU5-

l<okQ/ ore olde r th an the bu i Jd in 9 5 they occuPy ... " 
This ;5 cer+ajnl~ the case af st. ThoMas' whose parl'sh 
r-oots go back at leasT as far as J8lPlo. The p~esent, 
w e 11- t'Y) Q i t1 to i ned c h u r c h 0 n -j- he rn a ins +r e e + ,. n 
l3r-ocebn'dge was originalllj bUilt in 18glo) hod i-he 
6 ell toVJ era d c1 e cl t' n J q 04-) and was ex pan d ed f n 
Iqq3 when the new Br-ownin9 (pQn'sh) HaJJ WQS com-

pleted. 

o 
o 
D 
D 

However) regular Ang{ ,'can serv,'ces .... ea lly started 130 

ljears ago when the Rev, Mr. Wray was the first 
missionor-':;f' The originQ I log church was lDcated D 
on the east side of the MuskokQ.; Road in Macaulat} 
Towns,hip just north of the f'led9JiYl9 vl'l/ag e -now [ 
the 51t,e of St. T~oma5 CeVY)eter~. Not be"n9 very 
convenient for village peopJe> the congregatloVi L 
began to meeT in fhe upstairs rooYY'l of fhe Orange 
H a II. Th i 5 b u i I din 9 was 10 C ate d at the -F 0 at of [ 
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Manitoba street and was used b~ the church froM . 
1810. .In May of that ~ear the first rY1inister) Rev. 
ThorYIos 5alJ> Came +0 serve what WQS sfi II known 
05 ST. James' church. Through h,'s effor+5 ell new 
church was opened on October 

lJ:> I I 8 7 .2. Th at b u i 1 d I' n 9 ) 5 how n 
here on the r"ght> sat OY) the 
place that wa5 loter occupied 
by the former Brown'·nq Mem­
or i 0 1 Hall. Mr-. B 0 ~ e r po,' n t s 
out that "" w hen the new 
church bui ldi f)9 opened ... the 
po r i 5 h c han 9 edit 5 n a Me ••• 

to st. ThOrY\Q 51 +0 honor their I 

first rector oVld in appreciation for his hard Jabors 
I'" raising the building fund and aiding it') arrange­
~ e nts." 1t. WQ5 the Rev, JaMes Bo~detl who wos 
rector when the current st. Thomas' was bui It. He 
WQS a man of extraordinar~ energy. He owned the 
f,'rst bi cljcle in 8racebridge and used it +0 9D about 
his duties in the or-eQ). On QI few occCl5ians he, 
even ventu red to 
Toronto 1 In his 
t'n'le here) frorf') 
1835+0 ISqa) the 
wh i+e frame church 
was used as Q/ 

chur-ch meet,'V1g 
place. One of -the 
stained glass w"n­
dow 5 ,. n the. cur-
rent build,'r')9 is Q, 

meN'torial +0 the 
work of the S.S.J.E 

here in the Muskoka 
D,'s+.,. ,·ct. 



:27. 5+, George's of Cooper's Falls [ 

The little ham let of Coo~er's Fa /15 9Qine a its [ 
post office in 1878, but four ~ears befor-e that C 
Q, gr'"oup of AngJl'con s be9Qn +0 meet in the 109 
sChoolhouse of S.5. #- tf RaVY)Q Town shi p. ThJ's ar- [ 
ro ngem ent I Q sted For ten ':J eo r.s unti I the frame 
church was builton Jot 10) Concession A or 
Morrl'son Townshjp j~ JV1uskok~) rou9hJ~ a miJe 
and a q,uarter- west of the ham le+. 

.~ [ 

The loca+ion of st. George's ;5 uniq.ue in that it 
; 5 -the most sou+herllj church in the DJ's+r-I'c+) 
ed9inq out its neigh boun'n9 Free Method,'s+ Church 
b ~ OJ ~ew -Feet. 

Mr: Fronk Coo per) whose -Pami 1':1 h as been involved 
with the church for fY'QV"1y ~eQr5, noted -the fact 
that thJ's ; 5 Muskoka's on/'j An9Jicar) Church 
it') the Diocese of Toronto) a}) others (sfnce [ 
1 8/3) a, reo i It" + he D ; 0 C e 5 e of A '90 rn Q/ • 

[ 
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The on'ginal AnglJ'con Church I'() Dorset WQS t» ':;0 

b':j 40 foot s+rucfure buiJtof rough boards and The 
J'f) side was unfi t') ish e d. Although there J' 5 no record 
of services there until Apr.'} 110) JSQ5) they weYe held 
regularly after -that until the Church burned in 

lQ01. Ther-e is no written re cord OT when the new 
chur ch was bu j 1+ but if was J; kelCj in J qO q or 'Cf 10_ 

The 'or,'ginol woinsco1tinq on the woJls wjth scroJled 
tin ~quare,s conf,'nu,n9 up to the peak of the. cathed­
ral-lIke ceding forms part of the int,erior decor 
to the pree,en+ dOlj, in +hiS) Muskoka 5 most 
eoster-Ilj church buiJdin9-
In }QS5 when the Anglican Lalc;e of Ba:1 s Misst'on 
was formed, st. Mary 15 goT j1S fJ'rs+ Y""esiaent min{s­
ter'". Rev. Roy Nixon) the -FJ'rst occupant of the rec.tor~ 
recalls U a three-roomed Jog house. with QlPoth J'r, 

place of a baTh) plus OJ pump and we II that I thought 
didn't function. I soon learned how +0 prime cv 
pump!" The Rev. Tom JaMes arrived J' Y) Dorset and 
foun d "0 heavy bra 5S ball ••• with C).I SCrew -to p) ob v ,'ous­
ly designed to contain something." He Jaier- learned 
he had encoun+ere cJ a, II pomMe II - it was designed to be 
filled with hot water so the priest could warm his 
hands •.. Or') winter Sundays. 



st. George 15 of Falken6urg 

Th,'s church was bu i It on Q/ one- acr-e c hUrc.h pro- r. 
perty that wa.s prov,'ded for in the or-J'girlal 
survey plan of falkenbur9 (kVlOWVI Qs11The Junc.tion" 

beCQU5e the Muskol<o Roa~ and the Parrlj Sound 
Road met her-e) In 1874-. Earllj in 1875, the 5/'shop 
of Algoma", appr~ached Mcdthias Moore. reg o rd,'n9 
the p Ions to bUIld ClI church. Wor-k beg an ; f) 
Septert')ber and blj Oc'tober "t was 501 d that '''the 
English Church) roofed oV'\ d 5,'ded a nd floored ,'s 
~ui te Q handsome church," On Februar-Ij 10, J87lo 
fhe consecration 5ervI'ce was held. After the [ 

raj 1 way c.ame 
througJ.) th,'s 
pa rt of Mac.au-
la~ Township) 0 
e etH e rY'Ient pat-
tev-n.s beg a n +0 D 
c.h a n 9 e as people 
fended to bund 
hOYY'les j n the 

st George's at its originol were e Moore f th 
Ce'metery;s locoted. The cnurch SCl+ J,e,re froM 187S-181t.5, Qr-€Q) 0 e 
TI-\is pie-Ture come .frOM the Moore Toml/'j olbut'Y) via. MI"'. t ' ...L +' 
P.>ob Petr!:/, ral n 5/Q ,on. 

Si()ce Mosf of the con gregation ho d YY\ ave d) 50 d I'd 
the churc h 1 In early November) J 88~1 the churc.h 
was dJ'Srt\ontled at its ori9irlQ J s/'te (Jot 3 conces-
sl'on 10) and reassembled af the 
present 10 C o+ion ( lot :;.) con c.eSs(oV) [ 

q ) w hey- e it i 5 S+ i II fun ct jon I' n 9 . 
To the rl'g ht ,. e> Q.J pi cture of L 
M ott h,. Q 5 Moo ~e (I 8 ~ Lf - I 8 q 3) + he 
Falkenbur9 pioneer church war- [ 
den. The reYY\Qlns of he Qnd his 
Wife Susan (18~5-JqlO) are if\ter- l 
red in the I iitJe 9r-aue yo rd th at 
developed near the fi rsf church. L 
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st,Jobn- in-the - Woods of Fox Point .30, 

-This church began as part of -the Frank/in Mission when Mr. 
Harold King was eent out f('om Tor-onto to hold serVI'ces in the 
pioneer 109 schoolhouse near Bo~ce Cunnington's mi JL kfn9 
boarded with the HungeY"foY"d fomi Iy at Lumi nQ;. He soon 
reo 1;2.e d the potentia 1 for cu chuY"c,h and received support 
from people such a.s f\1r. Tom Sa/mon) on EngJi5h pub},'c 
school bo~ and <» graduate of Oxford University. AS !V ~OO()9 
man he had discovered the lovely Lake of BQ~s) had chosen 
OJ spot and settled. Jndeed) it was part of tnis verlj proper­
+~ that was selected -for the church site, the work proceded 
and the church became Q reaJit~ in 1'102. 

At first,+his church couJd be reached b~ water-only and it 
was q,ulte a sfghtto See boats corning from aJJ direc+,'ons 
and tying up ot the church dock. The Rev. RJ'chard c. 
Warder was assigned +0 the LQke of Ba~s circuit of 
churches as 0.1 young priest durin9 the' ate I q:20's. He 
~rites of"hiS experience,s in ~'Northern, Exposure" published 
,n IQS'1. As m':j first wInter In BaysvdJe sped along I 
heard freq,uenf/y frorY) Bishop Roc.ksborough smitR obcut 
the boat I would have to have -to do my work when the 
lake ice thawed. T'he parish church of st, Mar~J in the 
town of stafford) in Eng}o nd) WQ5 pertorrnj ng Q.I wonderful 



31 : 
missionor~ work by purChaC5it19 and partl~ Yhointainlng Q/ 

fleet of fY'l1 ssion boafs \ n different po rts of the wor ld, 
a nd the 5; shop was in contact with them a bout a boat -For 
t~e 5aysville mission ... I received war-d ... that sf. MQ,.~'5) 
stafford) was prepared +0 provide rl'e wifh a boat. ,,) 

Af'-ter Qj period of waiting) the ~oun9 cler9~man get word 
f ("0 rt) Brace bridge thof the boat had a rri \jed. He went out 
with I<elly to the ra i lWQ ~ a nd saw his boat siiting Of) W 

-P\a-rcar. He goescn-"'To SQ~fhot J WQS astonished was 
+0 put it mi ldl~. The Bishop's words Were true; it was QI 

large boat indeed ... it waS over nine foot in the beam. It 
hod 01 huge engine with two carburetors, a bi9 s-teerin9 
w h eel - ,. verifa b le ~oa h '5 Art<. I went ba ck to Bays vi Jle and 
hired two bfg teams of horses to fetch m~ boat, the st. Mar~ of 
Stafford, +0 the Baysvi lIe River. It took the teams the beiter 
part of CL day +0 fefchthe boat. Jtmade cyuite on imposiY)9 

. ", processIon. 

Rev. War-der goes on +0 tel) of his mon~ adllentures fn his 
noutical car-eer, He actually ended up abandonin9 the 
first two ves5els he obtained) finally achieVl'ri9 Success 
with the thi rd one Q()d ne ." became it') time Q foirl':j 

f ·' ..1. k ,,,? DWf9 ht pro Je lern 5 Ipper. 
South Portage 

The Ang ),'ca¥) World 
of Rev, Richard c, 
Warder and hiS 

boat) the st. Mar~ 
of stafford. 

FOll Poi(ft- sf. John-,'n-ihe- Wood~ 
Port Cunnlng+on- st. James' 

». k d I <68,901"\ ir') the dOllee nail 
I( el"\ 0 e neor Port CUI'I"illgton Ledge) 

Dorset- st. t.1or~ 
Magdalene 

• ays\lille- st. Ambro~e - his parsol)Qge was Jocote-d here 
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st. Po U II 5 0 f G ra s S YY'I e re 

Loc~ted east of Huntsville beside I-Ughwolj toO, St. 
Paul s red bn'ck church is one of the least hidden 

.3.2, 

churches in l'vlus koka! Reference +0 its Jonq hfs+ory 
i () the communi+y of Grass mere is made i Yl +he 
bull e -t i V') use d for Dec 0 r Q + I' 0 n 5 u "d Q Y ) J u J Ij :; '1) j q 7 5 . 
1+) too) began as part of the Franklt'n Mission. Earl'j 
se.rVI'ces were conducted in the hOh'1e of Mr. Franc/'s 

Mor9on I Sr. In 181'-1- hi s home was dedicated as cv 
place o-f worship. In J881 Mr, Green, donated the 
land upon which the church ,'s bUilt Funds froYY') 
Eng fa nd were use d to llugment the local bui Id I'ng 
coffers, Or") September 2) }gql st. Paul's was ded­
icated. Lamps were obtclI'ned through the proceeds 
of OJ picn"c held in cv grove, opposite t~e f'ounder's 
horne, and were in use ..por :;I'f+:1-nine ~ear5. In 
lQ{P3 the church waS wired -tor light ana heat. The 
exteri or of thi 5 svn a II bu j Jding WQ 5 br,'c ked in Iqlq 

thr-ou9h the generosi+1j, of the 091e fOrAl'ly. The 
front doors were do n a ted b~ All 5a jnts ' afternDon 
WOMen '5 Au x ;IiCLr~ ; n 1 q 53. 

The church yard contofning the cemetertj wa5 the subject 
of D.J -Fundrais,'ng venture in IGl15 in order To establr'sh 
-the government Mandated perpetual ca re fun d. 

-~----: 



33, St. Ja VY'I e s' of G rovenh u y- st 

MISS :,olj .~ind sell writing about the hl'story of st, 
James ,'n The Ll'ght of other Da~s reviews +'V1e earJIj 
AngJ"cQrl wor-k I'n Groven hurst as tollows- t.t-estobJI'shed 

..• in 18~5. Early sen.II'ces Were conducted j,., 0 settler's 
shan+tj b~ Q visif"Y'l9 priest, Rev. Jone~J of Orn!I~, An 
arh'cle .e. on October 25) 18(07) rYlentlon.s an Ep(scopo/ 

Church) nearl~ cOrf\plefed.' ..• Thl's wooden frame 
b u i I d j n C3 Wa 5 10 C Q te d a + t he So ufh end of -1-0 w n; the 
onl~ re~a;ninq,+races are the tombstones in th~ Ceffl-

e+e.r<J. .•• RealJz,-n9 Jater Or) that the actual village 
would de\Jelop 0 liTtle further" north) pLons were 
mode +0 build a new church. Mr. Dou9a1d Br-own 
(of the beverage +i("Y'Y)) donated the site and Cv 

[ 

neW bui lding went. up blJ )882, dun'rlg the if)C~,mbeY\cCj r 
of Rev. L/w'ja. Wn+if\ 9 if) AlgoYYlQJ I 973 - lq73 Bo~d 
I-Lg9 intf>oV'\'s historical Y'\otes record - .,,, The Church 
bur-ned in 1887 OV'ld was re.placed b:1 +~e preseV"lt 

beauti-rul budding) one of whose specl'aJ features is l 
its memorial wl'naOW5." One.. of these wI'noow5 is 
in merYior~ of Ar-chdeacon Lind5ell who) after servfn9 
as ree+or fr-orY"\ 1 q 14 +0 1 Cf 11) went on to be. C.hap1ain 
at the Mu 5 koka Hospital -for for+<:J-+hree. yearS. l 
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Christ Church at Gr-ecgorLJ 3+-, 

In Iqql the (eY1+eY1ar~ Committee of Chri st- Church 
Gregory had an ex ce Ilent y-ecord of the/'r h/'stortj 
prepared b~ Andrew w. Boyd. Upon req,ues+ cv 
c.op~ of that booklet was sent to me by Ja rnes 
A. 5otjd) Andrew'5 father. The foJloVJin9 quotes from 
+hat source Ore used below. 

U The first paf"',shiorlers of Christ Church Gre90r":J ... 
were people ""ho used their own eY1erg~ Qnd lobor to 
construct ().I -focal point for their social and re/"giau5 
cOyy\Muni+tj. Thelj did this wif~out the benet'i+ of Cl/ 

wealthy diocese and without the boon of clerglj res­
enJeS That could be sold as sources of revenue. The~ 
were OJ small congre9ofion) and the work of er-ectrn9. 
OJ church fook -thev-n ie)'") long year-.s, In Ma~ of' J881} 
amidst the b/ack.flies ond underbrush) work com­
Menced ..• When the fl'rst 5erv,'ce wa S held at the 
tlr1le, of Thonksg i vi Y) 9 on Oc.fober ,18) J8q I, seat; n 9 
consisted of planks resfin9 on naJ I I-<egs ana blocks 
of wooo/ ... the completion of the I'nter"or of +he 
ch urch took SeveVl years... ond was en+,rellj depend­
ent upon -the obil,+~ ond will of its volunteers." 
The ch.urch} c)ergtj coftoge) Q nd well kept cemetery are 
OJ cred/tto those who still care fo,- this lovel'j site. 



3.5. AI J SOin+s' of Huntsville 

-
t.'The story begins in the oututfln of 1811) when the Rev, Thomas 
Ball, r'Y);s5iono ry at Bracebr,dge, came to Q home.. about 2~ 
miles north of .. , Huntsville, and held a serv,'ce. Host for the 
evening was Mr, ChorJes Morley, who hod gathered cv cong­
regoti on of sevef) people. FrONl that gathering grew the par­
ish of Huntsville." As a result or Re\l, 501l's e.ffort, H-untsv.-J/e 
bec.ame an outpost of the Mary Lake Mission with headq,uart­
ers ot Port S<pr')ey. In 1874- when Rev. Edwin Cooper was jn 
charge of the rni ssion) services were held every two or three 
week 5 j r"l Hunts vi J lei s orig inc I Orange Ha 11. The impetus +0 

bui Id Came ofter BIshop Fa..uq,uier's v,'sit in the winter of 1875-

71t>. John Scarlett's store was in the final stages of compJefian 
so the eervi ce wa s held there. Women who brought babies 
to this event used the unstocked shelves to "afore away'l 
their infants. The Bishop's comment ahout this interesting 
happening upset the mothers so much that imMediate pIons 
were made to build a meetif'lg hall (not a Church). Land 
was donated by Wil/iam Conn (the site of his old 109 shonfy) 
and the bu,'lding was erecfed under the watchful e~e of the 
noted church bui Ider Rev, WilliaM Crompton. Of Course it 
becaMe the Anglican place of worship butonJy until ISqy. 
when it was destroyed jf) HuntsvlIJe's great c.onf/agrat .. on. 
Meanwhile the inimitable Rev. Thomas Llw~d had come to the 
oreOl as All Saints' first resident priest in 188.3) ond he praved 
+0 be a'mover and a.. 6haker:' During his +l.\Je()+~ 'dearst'n+; 
the burned out hall was replaced j All Saints' CerY)etery was 
es+oblished) OJ fectory waS purchosed (which is s+i1J in use)j 
the beautjful stone structure that is a., noted landmark in 
the town was opened on Trinitl1 Sunday) Jut')e q) J8qs. As if 
that list WQsn't enough) before he dieQ he persuaded hI'S 

con9regotion to build ell new Parish HaJI. This was comple~d 
in IQOg and is now called Sutherland Hall to honor the service 
of' Rev. George Sutherland who served this pa r i6h from Iq5Lt 
+0 JqSq. A f .. rs+ time event for this c~urch occurred dun'n9 
the writing of this material when Rev. L~nt') UZOflS becofYIe 
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the first WOrY)Or) Y"ec.+or of -the pan's h. Her tenure o-F du-fy 3~. 
fa J/owed that of Rev, Eric Patersorl who designed t~ AJi 
Saints' logo during the Iqq5 commemoration o-Fthe. looth. 
anniversary of the church building, shown on the left be-
low. 

One cOY'lno+ po 55 over a f) in credi bJe indiV­
iduaJ such as Rev, Lawrence Slflclair (18'-11-

Iq4-1 L Born ; f) S co-t-Ia nd) he wa s fond of 
nafufe and spen+ much time b,'cycJin9 
OVer country roads jn his native land and 
beljond, In 18B.:2-BLf he traversed Scotland) 
En q la n d) Fro nee I and 5 po j r)) .... a c k" n 9 up 
SOOO miles {n the process, Responding to 
01 call to God's work i-hrough Bishop Su/Jivan 
,'f) 19SB I he carne to ConodQJ) and became 
a minis ter-, being ord ained a. t Rosseau in 

T L R L 18QO. This dedicated mon served in monl1 ne ~V, awrenCe 7 
Sinclair photo: M. Parke,- place 5 and fo r severaJ decad e 5 - he d,.d 

suppllj work in northern Ontario for- churches in the Monitow­
an"f)9 area when he was Sq lJears old! It was he who walked 
a one hundred mi le circuit every weekend (leavi ng Fn'day and 
return;fl9 Monday) to hold church 5erv,'ces in the northern 
MuskokOl arew, Jr) Iq;}3 he afld his wife took up residence 
;., HuntsviJle) wrote and publIshed poetry and assisted with 
servrceS at IHI Saints ' Church up until It-J months before he 
died; n his qsth. year. 



a7. Ch yo; st Church of IJfra.. cOrY) be 

This is the thi;'d of 
51'X stone churches we 
w'"!l encounter In thl's Q 
book. Geo9raphi cO II~ it [ 
j 5 the YY\O st norther Iy 
ch urc.h ; n fv1 U skoka -
Jot .15) concession ILJ- of 
Stisted Township. In 0 

~!:;l1l.:~t...---,-_-LJ~~-.......--=..:J th e hi' 5 +0 ry 0 f C h r I' S t 
Church) Flfracom6e written btj AUan Tru5s)eYj he [ 
r-ecords In the spring of 1878) praljer rY\eefiY19S 
were conducted b~ Captain Horsior) in the farm-
house of Chor-Ies 5YY1i+h on". 5uc.k Lake .. , YY1 ean-

wh i Ie. the 1 Cl nd on Q n adj ace n,t hi' J) was cleareel 
and a 109 c~urc h was Comrraer. ced ear"ly in .•. 18 7q • 
A + th e 0 p en In q j n J u 1 <j '" the c. h u r c h W Q 5 So fd Jed 
that rnan.\j haa +0 stand ... Such opportunitl'es of 
hearl'rig Q; cley-q~mQf) came so 5eJdoY'l") that people 
would Travel miles +0 be present, II Later cv new 
site wa 5 procu re d Q nd the c.orner-stone of the cur--
r'erat 'ove.J~ stone church was let; d on Jul!:} .2 IS) J8Bla. 

Two ~ea"5 l,ater). the fQrY)ed waJki~9 preacher, Rev. 
LawY"ence SI()c/OJr, became the mly)I'stef", He gave 
15 ~ears of serVl'ce +0 th,'s congregation) a/fhough 
the;! were not consecutive. Quoting again -from 
.!~e hj~+ory which refers +0 Sh .... ist church as Q/ 

Jewel In the Muskoko. woods, the Rev. Sinc1a"y­
stated at the lSCJO consecraf"Of) serv,'ce: ,I Noth "Y1 9 can 

be mot'e encoura9;Y19 than to See people conflnuI'n9 
+0 meet in this church QS re9ularl~ as jn the-,posT, 
and thus show their Jove +0 worshIp God in HIS [ 

house on earth) Jook"n9 ~?rwar~ fo that b~tter h~me 
.•• eternal in ihe heaven 5. An d) Indeed} the E.n 911s ;' f 
bloDds" supported this churc.h. In IQ02 when I/fracombe 
had q2 inhabi to nt.s , so or mo .... e could be found in church! [ 
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st. George)$ of LonceJot 38, 

It ha 5 been said that this hamlet has two beout,'fuJ tJ,,'Yl9,s­
its name, and the AngJ,'can Church. On'ginalltJ the COt'Y'lYY)Ufllty 

WQS co lied Durnford but when the pioneers wanted ell post 
ofHce they d is cove red 
that nome was in use, 
so they chose Lonce­
lot instead. As f.arQS 
the church is concern­
ed it is not on'ginoJ 
either! The c.urrent 
structure was bui It a­
bout 1880 to replace 

I . cv J09 bui Jd; ng that 
wQS erected under the min/'stry of Rev. Wi'Uo1Y1 Crompton 
in the 1870·5. The properTy (lot /5) concessIon 12 of Steph­
en son Town shi p) was 9 ;"en to +he Diocese of AJ9()rn~ on 
JuJ y .:20) 1875. 80th churches have occu pi ed the lovely 
corner site at the topof Benner IS HiU Q.cross from 
Pioneer-QI Lodge whiCh was the Jocot,-on of Loncelot 's post 
cff'-ce when it opene d on July J) 1877. Unti I JQqlo St. Georges 
Church had sot unused for nine yea r 5, but Clare Mortin 
and others have fino lltj succeed ed in revivin9 an interest in 
this historic churCh with ifs rough hewn pine chairs and 
other ontiq,ue furnishings. 

. -

The 1f')1erior of St. George's Cnureh is 
reJa+ivel~ the same QS if WQ 5 in 1880 
wh~n t~e structure was buiH, 



39. A II Sai nts/ of Mac TIer 

.­---

All Saints I A n9Jicon Church in the vi lIage of Mac Tier is a small. 
frome buildiY)9 situated 0+ a main corner rac"ng H"gh street 
(which j& Muskoko Rood II). 1+ was built in IqJ2 and seats obi-
71 persons, The adjoining RJrish Hall was added in Iqlt>5 and 
is accessible frOM the main church structure. Due to the 
convenient location of the Hall> rnof'\y organl·:za+,'ons in the 
communi!LJ use its focilities for ell \Jarie~LJ ~f useful purposes. 
The Angll co t') Church Women to ke responsIbility for the core and 
maintenance of the Parish Hall. 

Improvements such as paneJlI'()9 and a nevJ furnace have kept 
the building up to date, i(')cludinq c.honcaing the pos ita'on of the, 
oltar 50 the celebrant -races the con9regation dUfI'ng the service. 

The fl'rs+ rector was Rev. cle,..k. other earl~ min; sters were Rev. 
P. steed) Rev, Daniel, Rev, Robinson) and Canon S. Cro~mer. More 
recent rectors are Rev, Pe.ter Park) Iq5q-fo~; Rev,Joh" Ro~e) JqlDfD-l47; 

Rev. John Watson, Iq~l- 80; Rev. Wayne PutMan) IQSO "93 j ond Rev. 
Robert Kelsey) IQS6- qlf. Dr. David Hardie is the c.urrent pas-lnr; 
Q..nd olso serves BoJo• He;s a medical doctor from Parry 
Sound who ;5 studying to beco me on Angl,'can prie st. (Thank 
you +0 Eli2abeth JnesoV') for her help with the above information.) 
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st. Mark's of Milfor"d Bay 40. 

As we saw earlier, .st. Mark's and 5t. JOhn's of BeQurYlo~'S have 
historical ties of common ;,..,teY'est that extend to the present 
day. For" if)stonce) Mr. Wilbert Campbell has been a warden and 
the treasur"er for both churches foY' twenty-five year5 and main­
tains on acti\le interest in the new/~ self-supporting role these 
churches now have. 

st. Mark's has existed ot Milford BalJ since the mid-1870's. We 

learn from the Algoma Missionorlj News of MaYCh J> IS/b) -that 
Bi shop Fauq,uier conducted OJ serVI'ce at nearby Point Kaye that 
year 0 nd held discussions re the possibilities ofobtainiflg the 
se,..~ ice6 of a cJergyYY)on. AJthough the BishOp could not -PuJfi II 
their req.ues+ at that time) he licensed a. lay-reader to hold reg­
ular Sunday serV ices. The OCCOU('lt continues - u they ore about 
+0 er-€ct a church ... it was decided +0 meet dele90Tes from 
Port Carling, Point kaye, and Bordsville) to consider what it would 
be possible for theM +0 do if) port FOYMent of a clergYMan·s 
stipend." The Muskoka Atlas of J87q indicates a" Church on 
Jot 2lD) concession q of Monck Township, the picturesq.ue site 
beside La ke MuskokQ/ chosen fo,.- that original chapel. It 
appeors from the rather sketch'j wriiten records that t~H'S edif­
iCe was not very odeq,uate for the wi"ter- season as servfces were 

held -trom October +0 Ma~ in the schoofhouse across the road 
for several years before the -P,irst place of worship bUf"'ned in 

lQl7. Rl'ght Otway it was decided to built a new church on 
the same ground which ~slocated at thejunc+ion of the 
Vi lIoge Road a nd the" Suiter and E99" Road (or Centre Road). 
The construction work was a ccomp/ished by Wi ''''am Mudd/'man 
and JaMes Blaflchord who had the building reod'3 for on 
opening servi ce on December 2) Iqr7. The official dedicat,.on 
came fhe foJlowinq year: Three s+alwart pioneers of this 
erQ were John Hutton (in whose memory the c.hurch bell was 
later dedicated)) Edward Prowse~ ond John wiJimotr) E"9't'shmen 
a II who seit)ed in or near Mi/tord Bay about f 872. Suc.h gent­
lemen as these desired to ef"lCOUf"'oge the spiritual deve.lop-



if/. rnent of their- fr-iends and-Families and prov,'de tor them a,., C 
rich reJigious heritage. And they would be. plea sed +0 knollJ tJ..at r 
what they started has survived to the present day. ShowY') im- l . ..J 

med,'ate.l':f below on the left is Dr. Ray Porth) the c.urrent m,'nis+er 
of the Paf'ish of Muskoka lakes (Milford BaYJ Beaumaris, Port Carling, 
Mortimer's Point, ond Gregory). On the right is the R"ght Rev, ROI) Fern's) 

the. current E>ishop of the Diocese of Algoma. 

Shown below is st. Mark's Anglican Chureh of MilFord Boy as it [ 
appeare d on May 1) IQQID. 
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5t. James' of Mortimer's Poif'lt J.j. 2, 

One 'of six stone churches in Musl<oklll) the hJstor~ 
of thi S site han9s on the WQ II just ins; de the door. 
WilliaM Mortin"ler) a" builder ,'n the Townshl'p of Med­
orOJ) left t he property for st. Ja me"s' Church to the 
Synod in JqIO. According to the hisTorical account in 
the 0 c t obe r- J q t3 iss u e of the A I go m aMi 55 jon Q ,.... Y 
News) the Rig ht Rev. George Thorn loe) 8"shop of AJgoff)Q;) 
o p ene d the c h u r c h 0 n Au 9 u sf J 0) I q J 3. Th e B (s hop 
preached to OJ full church crowd on the Sermon tOpiC 
of It The Church os Q.J House of' Prayet'. II 

The orticle Ijoes ot") +0 say'" The c hur-ch ;5 Q.I most 
stJbsfan+,'ol str-uc+ur'e of pJeasing eccles; ast)cal olesign 
and i5 beaufj-fulltj situated on the. shore of Lake Mus-­
l<okQ/. The walls are of solid fY)Qson..-y> the stone bein9 
.found in t~e vicini+lj, and Qi'e surN")ounted blj Q., hand-
some ond heavily timbered roof. The c.ons+ruc+.'on of 
the bu .. ldinq was done by Mr: A/f. Mortimer and his 
bro+her-s. " The fur-I'II'sh,n 95 in -the buiJd"r)9 are of 

solid oak and were donafed btj Miss Elsie Doolittle. 
The church was opened -Fr-ee of de.bt. 



'+3, Holy Tn'nit'1 of Newholm 
~ 
[ 

f 

[ 

In rY'I'j fj le5 I came ac roSS some historica I notes written dowf) 
-tor me in ,qql by Rae MQr'ie Campbell. The following q,uote is 
pertinent for our purpose - '" The first schooJ,'n9 ,'n Brune I 
Township was indeed in Seel~'s home on Sundo'ds if) conjUflction 
with An9}icon Church sen),'ces which were also held in their home 
between Igil and 1818. The fjrst teachers were EII2abeth Mac.­

Jnnes and Ant1ahellQ) Fer9U50n. Most of the .families at that time 
were centred around Lynx Lake and west to Pori 5\ddney, The 
Jog AngJl'can Church was built on David Ferguson '5 propert'j (Jot l 
II) concession to) of Ll;1nx Lake in 1877J opened in L878 and 
schooling was continued OY") 5u.,.,ooys until 5,S.#2 was built 
at NeWho/rf'\. Blj then, Q., large number o-tf'ami j,'es were mov-
inq to the Baysville Road arecu ... David Ferguson was also 
involved in the buildin9 of -the new An9 'ican church ... ~, wh,.ch 0 
was bui It in 1887 on the southeast ccrner'" of loT 15, conc.ession 

5. Although well used for yy)Qn~ decades, the tjme came ~ 
wnen Holy Tri"i1~ stood as the last of the on'ginaJ buildl'ngs 0 
ofNewho/n'1) and itwas in 0.1 state ofdecolj and a..targetfor 
vonda 15. John Riviere- Anderson) John and Barb Groves, and others 
recogni<ed the vallJe of this hisforical landmark and in IQqLf be-
gan Q.I successful campaign to preserve the Site, which has 
culminaTed in the beautj-f'ull~ restored and useful church. [ 
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st. Mary's of Novar- tf.'+. 
(Porr~ Sound D;stn'ct) 

I tis fro rY"l note 5 w y-,' t+ en 6'1 Rev. L. 5 j n c) a rr that 
We find these fac+5 recorded a 5 oT Monday) 
April S) 188q- '-" •.. the. Rev. Rural Dean Llw!jd in 
behalf of the Bishop VI'sjted the d'-str-I'c+ of Navar-
and ... purchased the new sife ~or st. Mary's frof)') 
1'v1 ..... Me. Gill ivry at the sum of Th, rt<j Five Dollars to 

be pOI'd in cash) and cu receipt to be 9iven for For+tJ 
Dollars, Five Dollars beiY")9 reckoned as OJ donat .. on 
... towards the Church." A building c.ommittee WOtS 

QPpoi nted shortltj -there after) on d Rev. Si nc/a i r later 
says (wr,t,'n9 in ISqo)- ,f., On Easter Sunday the Rev, 

Rural Dean c.howne took charge of ST. Mar~ 's Church 
... " Unfortunatel~ that bu i Id,'Y)9 WO 5 burned oft€r 
Q lightti\'f)9 strike on May 24) }Q02. Undaunted) 
the Anglicans built a new frame church) The work 
bel'ng done by D. A. MCLennan of Hun7sv,'}/e. The 
opening serv,'ce was 0 ... December III lQ02. 

The. first bell irt Navar-arrived from Troy, JJewYo~k 
on october }q, lQ05 by tra,'n and wa 5 duly installed 
in the belFry of' st. Mary's Church. (This iTeN) was 
noted in The Church Chronicle, of All Sajf'lt.s' Parish) Huntsville) 



45, st. JaYY'\es the Apostle of Port CorJ,'rJ 9 . ) 

In' q q 3 YV"\ Y f n' end J 0 ~ c e 
Archdek,'n Payne brought out 

><. Cl splendidly written his+orlj of 
~~ ',\.. th i 5 church, WiTh her perfYl"s­

~ .. .' 

- siaV') J q,uote: t.t. Beginning about 
/870 Anglican church serv,'ce5 

were occQsiona 1I'j held in van'Clus 

seTtlers' hOrY1es .•• conducfed by 
a.- c l e r9 Y Y'Y) a n Who + rOo veil e d 0 u t 
from BrCtcebl"'J'd9~ ... and blj lay­
readers who lived in the v,·c,'nit!j. 

The. CDn struc+,'oV"l of the or"~i­
(C"'r~~ ;;::, no) buiJdin9 (shown on tne letf) 

_&.~~ I was be9un in J 877 and -F,'f)ISh-
ed in 1885 ..• Pine benches were given 6:1 the Goverf'lor­
General of' CanadQ./ at the. f,'me) Lord Duffer,'n) and seV­
ered are s+; I J in use at the bacK of the pres ent church." 
Unfortunaiellj) on June 13, Jq J2) the strcr/fon House J ~ 
hotel next +0 the church) caught f"Y"e takin9 with it the 
Engl"sh Church (the s-l-a"r)ed glass w,'ndow was rescued 
o n dis ; nth e pre 5 e f) t b u i Id i n 9 ) , .. The 10 c a J 0 ra n 9 e 
Lodge offered the An.9 I"con 5 the. use of the/' r Ha II For 
Q year) rent free) un+;) Q.I new church could b~ built.'., The 
pre 5 e n t st, J o mes the A postle WQ S consecrated on AU9,21o) IQI.3. 
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Sf: James' of Port Cunnington 

Over the years th~ An9h­
cans of Pert Cunn; ng+on 
a 1"\ d fo X Po i n two yo- I< e d Q n d 
wors hipped together "" 5+. 
John's Churc.h at Fox POI'nt. 
But a bout I q 30 the peo­
pIe of Port Curan; ngton be-
gan to aspire ?f+er OJ 

churc.h of theIr" own. Thfs 
came about portJy due +0 
fra veIl i () 9 d,. st 0 nee C1 n cl 
portly because of Q/ de­
SIre +0 hold yea r roun d 
eerv,·ce5. 

Land was given· by Mr, S.H. Cunnington for a..- 5J'te 
+0 build on whl'ch was bes,'de the bUY-lj if19 ground 
which he had already prov,'oed in Jq}2. ManLJ 
people agreed to work on the Rrojec.t free; of 
charge so -t-he construction of St, James went 
a heaa ,'r') I q:;l.f - 35. Th I' 5 wa s -the second J a si­
Ang/icon Church (+0 date) to be built J'Y) Mus KokClJ, 
The beaut;fu I 9Qtewa lJ 1 eodi nq into the c.h urch 
yard honors fhe memory of tvrr. Cunninqton Who 
died on December 24-, }qt.fLj. at the oqe of ~o year-s ~ mtJn7hs. 

(". ..... .. ...... 
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The S.S.J. E. Collegiate C}.,urct, 
waS in 8roceb~icfge as was 
the An91i can Convent that 
served the S. S. M. and the S.5.J.D. 
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MORR'50~ \ ·6QI"H\lJO~ I Sound Distrl·ct. 
~\ F..'iOE I A/+houg h just a, handful keep 

LewishQ~ the door oper') anl;1""ore due 
\ I to vand ali StY) a nd theft 
\ I problems, these are some 04=' 

...- - - - - Muskoka S f'VIost beautiful sites. 
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St. Geor9 e' 5 of Port Sand fi e Id 

Enoch and Sarah Cox deeded land +0 the Diocese of 
AlgoY'f)Q.I for the use of the congregation of the 
Church of England .. .'forever' Ot') AU9us+ 2L-J.J 1884. 
Almost to the dOlj one ljeor eorli er the "cererflonlJ 
+0 lay the foundation 109 of st, Geo .... ge'5 Church 
+00 k P J a ce .. ... SeveVlt'1- eig ht peop Ie attend ed th ,'s 
first service -local r'€si dents) coitogers and guesTs 
of- the Prospect Hou5e." A greo+ rr>anCj voJu~teer.s 
worked together to raise the beau+j-Pul bUlldinCj 
that oVer Jooks Lake Joseph.. A Ifhough not con-
secrated until IQ28, st. George's Church was used 

4-8. 

re9lJlarl~ for worsh'-p un+i J }Q75. 1(1 IQS2 CL funa 
raisin9 caMpaign got underwalj +0 res+are. the. buiJd­
i ng) ~esu l+iV'l9 i Y) the r'e-openin9 of the Church on 
August 8-th. Thus 0/ frad;t,"ov') OT onnual services 

was begun-which ore. held on the Sunday of each 
Civic Holiday weekend. In ,QS3 a. staIned-glass 
Window which portra'js st. George (the patroYl saint 
of England and Greece) was dedicated in rY)eYY"lorCj of 
I oen Or9; lJ) a once faith ful member who roWe d to 
church regularly. The rnol·,..,+enance of this lovellj 
cnuY'ch is made possible. b~ many generous famihes. 



Christ chu("ch of Port S~drle~ 

+0 the church buildin9 

The old est surviv"";9 An9-
I,'can Church bui ld,' n 9 ,'V'\ 

Mu 5 kokCl.l is C hr,'s+ Church 
of Port 5ljd ne <j. Ne st led 
near the shore of Mary 
Lake) the propertlj was 
donated bt:1 5~dney smith) 
a r-AO n who 9 C\ ve fJ'f+::J 
yea rs of his J i f e. as 
church warden and Sun­
d a Ij School teacher: In 

lq33 a J~ch gate was 
erected jl'\ SN"'I,+h's l'Y'leYY)­
ory. The s+one walkwQIj 

was pu-t if) blj JJ'm Smi+h.' 

The desl'f'e on the part of -the Anglican co)"')gr-egat,'oV') 
to erect OJ place worthy of worsh,p of RfYY'lighty 
God took root in the eorltj 1870'5. It'1 Jul~ J870, 
Rev. ThOrY'\QS Ball of Bracebrid9e. was accompanJ'ed b~ 
Mr. SYY"'Ii-+h +0 hold div"V"Ie service in the home of Mr. 

[ 

ell''\ d Mre>. H. G, Lade 11. in the fo II ow; Y'\ 9 few ':1 ea r5 

eY"'l cour 09 e rnent wa 5 t'ecei ve d froN) the new d,.o c e se. C 
f'o r Me din I 81 3 and CN Mis s j 0 Y'I a r y w a 5 a. p po; t) ted 
+0 Port Sljdfle:J- Rev. Edwl'V') Cooper was also in charge 
of other Anglic.an outstations ir'lcluotif'lg Huntsville. 

The buildif)9 of the c..huY'ch was commenced in 

the 5 UM rn er of I g 73 on the 10 V eJ tj pro monto rlj of 
land at the entr-an ce to the Mus kok~ R '\le,.- (North 
B Y'O n c h ), Co N\ M Q Y\ din '3 OJ V jew 0 f the 'Q k e Q 5 well. 
~':1 sumMer's end the build,'(')g was sufficfentltj 
complete to enable serVices to be. held. The. Rev, 

E, Robe rt C 1 ark e 5 e r v e d as m" 1) i 5 t e r be 9 if) n j n 9 j n 
J8SI) and it waS he, due +0 his knowledge of wood- [ 
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SO , 
CO l" V j n <3) who ha Yl d - c.a r ve d the ere e d \ + he Lord's 
Pf"oyer, and the Ten Commandment5 on the. c.hancel 
Wd lis. 

An early view of' Port Syaneld w i+h Chr fst 
Church on the left. Thank ':10u to Vi c tor 
e I or k e. for the photog ra ph. 

II The Mother Church of Northern Mus koka." 



Sf. st. John the Baptist of Ravenscliffe 

Whey) Megan Williams 
w rote about the history 
of this tJeJlow-br,cked 
bu i l d; ng in J q q 2 J she 50 j d 

.. " ... the &tor y of st. John's 
js the stDry of ... newly-
a rri v e d 5 ett lers d eterm; ned 
to 6ui Id their 'Omall com-

munity a chur-c.h, and of J~!!II~!~~~I~ the strength of -those who 
foil owe d. " And 50 the 14_ .. T.R ...... ~ .1 
story of this church be.9on in 1371 when The 
Geor-ge Tipper- and William Malkin fCirni/,'es arriv­
e d i Y1 Mus k ok Q; f ("0 ry) E n 91 and and 5 e it led just 
north of Huntsv j lie. The 13; shop of To'("oV"to ap­
pointed Mr. Tipper to be Q/ Jay reader and the 
ear Ijest serv; ces began in John Tipper's 1°9. home. 
Fee.l i ng a need for a... hou se of wo rsh i p) a SI te 
was cnosen in 1872) but the nearby communi'+y 
of Hoods+owV'l was also looking fo bu; Id Q church. 
S j nee the I att e r v 111 a 9 e had a 1 a rg e r po p u 1 at; 0 V1 ,. 1-
was given prior-it. In the rY1e a V)ti me Mr. Georg e 

Ti pper pa 5sed 
awa.~ in 1674-
and was infer­
red 0 fj the site 
chosen -For the 
church. Mr: John 
Tipper was then 
appointed 1 a y 
reader u ,.,+i J + he 
Rev. Ft, S. Sweet 
was QPpol'nted 
to the charge 
(wh,'ch included 
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~oods+owV'\ and Ilfracom6e). He. managed to 
obtain Q.I 90ed sum of' rna nelj -ProrY) Eng lQ nd 
+0 bui ld a boord and, baiten +~pe church. The. 
people contributed 116er-all~) 9iving aJJ the lum­
ber-I shl'Ylgles, and timber needed a.s well as ~o 
clays wor-k. T~e work waS begun in J883 dun'flg 
The sumMer and WQ 5 f'i rs+ U 5ed Tor Q.I 5 ervi ce j n 
June J 885. 

Much time and caY"e has gone 
into restorinq the historic. COMN"Iun­
iftA c.hut'ch QS this picture i.,dftates, 

I coudes~ of HQ""~ Srow..., 

About 75 wot"shippet"S Can be 
5 eated in tni 5 ,,,tle CJ,ur ch with 
the beaufiPu/ cathedral eeiUng, 

Among The clergy who hove served at Ravenscl,'f-Fe 
Angl,'con ChurCh is the Rev. Sinclair who CCtVY)e ,'Y) 

I eq 2. During the next four deca des he trove lied blJ 
foot eve.r-~ weekend to his dif'-Peren+ rn; 55 ions - cu 
total diSTance ofQboutIOOmi'~5. In the earty 1'130'5 
membe.rs of the 5,5. J. E. rode the train ~rom Brace­
bridge. to Huntsvi lie and from there wau.l cI bi ke out 
to 5+, John's. 

Through the generosity and ir:terest of Mr. Harry 
Brown the photographs and I nformotion for 
thi 5 section have been made ava; lab Ie for- use. 



53, st. Pe.ter's of Rocksborough [ 

This litJ-le 109 c.hUrch r 
pictured here jf) winter, 
is located on the Fraser-
burg Road east of Broce­
bridge. It was once cotl-
ed Granny's Churc.h and 
it wa 5 b u j It blj the S.S.J,E, [ 
A'(') Q rt,.c Ie ; n 0 J Q'f5 ed-
ition of The Canad,'o n 
Church ma V1 te II 5 the story. 

,. 0 ne CO now y d a lj fi + + e en Cd ear" 5 a 90 0 () e o.p the 
Cowley FatheY"5 was walking out to the Mission of 
Pur brook -For the, Sunday services. A kind l'j moj I 
carrle~ picked hi rY'\ l' aEou+ half way) and they 
drove Info the yard 0 CU tiny one- room shack. A dear 
old lad~ came to the door. Jhe Father J'nqu,'red Who 
she was ••• and W05 told that she WQS Gr-Clnn~ Bowers 
who had been burne.d out in Falkenbur9' .. ' So 
the 5 ,S.J,E. began +0 rn,'nisfer+o her and found out 
that she wished there was 0/ church beside her 
shack,on the rock. As time went on) it was learned 
that Grannlj Bowers was ver~ j II) as Q/ maiter o-F 
.pact it looked like she was uncon SCI'OUS when the. 
priest got +0 her. The ortl'cle goes on -" Father 
5erson stood beside the bed and +he old Jady> 
thoug h she could not speak) put one hand on 
top of t~e other) in the way people do +0 receive 
communion, to showtha+ sne was still conscious. 
(He) gave her communion wh,'ch a/wa~5 meant C 
So much +0 her) and Q.J few mi nute.s later she.. 
died. " Even though it WQ5 The depression and ~ 
money was scarce) people opened up and 
found a WOlj to build that wished for church. An 0 
old tog born wae, found - other material WQS sal-
vQge 0) and The Ii itle Church becQW) e Q rea li-ty. 0 



I 
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The r-OOfiY)q material was the only item pur- 54-, 
c.hased ~ There were later addit-"ons 5ucl; as Q.I 

brJ'ck chimney) cv hardwood f.Joor) and a bell, 
but the on'9inai bUI Jdinq cost liifle more t-hon 
$50. 

st. Peter's, Rocksborough is one of four churches 
J"n Muskoka Dis+r,'ct that shows openly it5 Jog 
const .... uctjon. 

Since the Bishop of AI90YY)Q at the time of the 
building of st. Peter's waS The Right Reverend 
Rocks borough Rem,'Y)g+on Srn ith ) the. communi+1j 
was named in honor of hi rn. 



55, Church of the Redeemer at Rosseau 
(Pa\"'r~ Sound District) 

This church with the 
lance I headed w,'ndows 
Was opened in Septem­
ber") J 813. In Ma rch of 
1811) Dr. Newton pr"e-
51'ded over a vestry 
meeting that was to 
be the -First ste pin 
the p roce 55 - geth'Yl9 
Q; piece of p ..... oper+lj 
on Oak 5+. froYn Mr. 
Pr-a it t he pro pr j e+or 
of the Rosseau House 
hotel. The excellen-t , 
hond- printed hi5+0r-y .. "UC:W'f.FI~'J~~~-,;:,~J,~, 

of -t-h is church goe 5 0 n -to 5 Q Y Mi' ••• but the fe w de+er­
Yi""alne d souls were face d w;th the. YY"\on uYYlentaJ task of 
Qrf)Q ssi n 9 enou 9 h hard CQsh +0 cOrY)rf) ence serlou 5 act­
ivities Toward the bui ldi n 9. of -the church. In fhose days I 
th~ cash flow was almost less '(-h q n a fn'ckle. ..• Thetj had 
on\y their-own ingenui+tj +0 survive.. Cash was Q.J rare 

pos5essio V"l. However, the':j ha d cv sen' es of comm uni+1j 
enterta\r)men-+s ohd the mone~ .... WQ5 put iY') to the 
bu j Id j"'9 fu n d. " 

The cedoY'" 1095 used in buildlYlg the edl'f\ce cayY)e from 
5q,u'Y'e. EbeY"'le2er 51r-ett- 's -tar-V)!) in Humphre'j Township, 1+ 
WO'5 in 1893 that this SQV'fl€.. gentleman donated .2 acres 
of hi 5 -FarM -tor Cl.I church cemeter'j - a...n II island of 
peace) surf'ounde d btj spruce trees on Or"'le side a Y"'Id 
lush tumblin9 bush or. the other. II 

Among many other faithful famiJies at the Church of the. 
RedeeMer ore the Ditchburns who becaMe noted ,'f) 

this part of O,.,tarl'o for their boat buifd "n9 5kills. 
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Church of Our Lady at 50u-thwood 5b. 

'\Nor+hern Exposure t. bj Rev. Richard C. Warder gives us on accurate 

glimpse info the his+or~ of this isolated church. He sa~s it" L,·ke. 
many of the northern Ontario churches in Conadcv) Southwood 
church spran9 from the determination of a.. handful of people 
from England who found themselves in a sfronge land J far 
f,...om civil,za-tion and the church of their-f'a+her!:l; and who 
decided to do some thi nq about it. Two farniJies were resp­
onsible for+he. church's beginnings .•• the erf"lest Chapman 
a nd the Perc~ Tonge -tom; lies .•. " In Iq24- the first church 
of Our Lady was bui It, all b~ voluntary Jabor and it was a­
greed thai the church WQ5 to be 'very Hfgh church.' 

Courte~y of M.fry 

Rev. Warder tells of his initial vfsi+ '" It was humble enough in 

its outside appearance J wa Its of pop/or logs chinked with mos5 
from +he swaMp, Q Jjifle be/J furret of unsfoined boards) cv 
real bell donated by the Canadian National Rai Iwa~5 ... There 
were two sma 1I windows. The bareness OT the roueh logs was 
rei i eved by the num ber of wi ld vi nes that h ad been pI anted by 
lOVing nand5. 'he walls ou+sfde we'fe onllj some-tj\le -teet 
high and we had to step down into tne church as it had been 
e}CC'avated Severa I -feet down. If'lside this humble house of 
God all wae beautiful and clean and welJ- kept, and Q II 



5'7, 
had been hond- or home- rY'Iode with tovI'n9 core ..• The 
SonC+U5 Bell was part of Q.I cor- engl'ne which had ~ rJ'ch 
deep sound ... The whole Iouildl'ng breathed 011 air ofsuper~ 
natural reVer-ence and the words of' the Bible came +0 mlj 

lips, '5ure.ly the Lord "5 in-this place.'" 
J.,." .' .. '.-. His descriptfon goes on 

. ~/ .. -. to detai I the use of whi-te 
. '& birch for the COrY)M un ion 

;, rails and baptismal -ront; 
the -Floor- of trompe d dry 
earfh ) the plank seats with 
no backs} etc. Although 
ru stic., it did not take lon9 
for this building to show 
ei gns of decay a s the Jogs 
were leff unpeeled and 
water .found its way in 
very eas; ly as Ijou car') sur­
mise. 50 Rev, Warder set 

to work wi-th these people who decided +0 rebuild the church of 
Our Lady. ~r.We. found a stand of magnificent pines,just the 
kind of trees for 01 house of God. While the snow remained, 
we sKidded and loaded the logs we req.uired and drewthem 
to the c.~urch 5ite ... Men, women and chi Idren worked on 
the job .•. even our .. ,-

man of m'3s+er~) ~~~~= 
the mys-terious ~!!!!~!fEt~ 
Russ j af) .•• sUdden l~ 
appeared wiTh an 
axe on hi's shoulder 
and set himself' to 
peeling.'" A/I this 
and more went i (lto 
the bu; Jdin9 of +hi5 
unique Musk'okOl 
church in ,q 35 and 
I q 3la. 
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5t. Paul IS of Uffington 58, 

An earlier log church had +0 be rerr.oved -trarY) ---the site. 
so the new st. Paul's CQuld be built in 188Q. The consecraffon 
Service occur-red in .JanUQrSL laqo. The round Window was 
01 gif+ from the 8i shop. 

The Algon:a Quarterl~ of March I, 18710 sa~s 1.4 The incumbent 
at Bracebndge then heJd re9uJar Sunda~ morn in9 serv,'ces 
there .•• 0 r)d Sund a-y afternoon services a Iternatel~ at 
Gravenhurst and Uftin9toY) ... the three stati ons bein9 as 
it were af the angular points on on eq,ui lateral, with Th.elve­
mile sides.'" Almost ten Ijears lafer the writer"' poses +1,,'5 
q,uestion - '''Where ;s Uff'in9+on some one says ?" And 
his ~nowledgeabJe answer was- '''Wh~, awalj up in MuskokaJ, 
and ,-fit IS OJ viJlage at al" it is alJ there, wheT) we. rec.kon 
two small stores) Q blac.ksmah5 shop, ClI post-off,.ce,) an 
An9)ican Church) two rY'lore belonging to other denominafions) 
and a farm house.) or TWo." It was at this tjme that the 
people were sfrugglinq +0 provide the,'r clergyman wl'th ClJ 

place to reside. "There is not a.- house of any kind to be 06-
+o'Jned at any prl'ce ..• the~ have made. the frame of -the. house 
.•• the'j have done what the~ could ..• who has -to find the mone)/? 
' .. the Mission cannotposs;bly .•• contributions M0'::f be. sent: .. " 



5q, U II 5 water 

A c cordi n 9 +0 H"'-o zel I<ay 
who has resear-ched 
the roots of th,.s con­
gregoti on, the pro perfy 
wa 5 obtai ned TroYV) the 
Richardson fern; 1'1 on 
October- 31) 1882. At 
the t'-me of erec+rn9 
+he church (wh,'ch is 
1 i l-<:ellj 1°9) j n the win­
ter co eason} there was 
Q., YY) em ber 5 hip of' Y-O 
farni Ilj heads. But fi'mes 
were not easy then, 
so rnuc h so that when 

-U-115·w-ot-el"~Ch-ur-ch--=-~~-:.--:"""'-a.:~ S~-.....1 the 0 r 9 a n fu n d W Q 5 
upper- t"ign"t cornel", set up they were on ly 

'alole to collect $3.00 t 

Angl,. CO n Servl'ces were held in the school houses ot 
Ber1t Riverdale and U II s water before the church was 
bui It) in fa ct it wa sn't unti I J q 53 that the two 
con9r"~gQt;on s joi ned. The spacl'ou 5 ch urch'jard 

[ 

C 

contaIns Q.I ceMetery that WQS consecr-oted b~ 51'ShOP 
Sullivan on January .:J}) 1888 J wher-e fwo for-mer rec.tors [ 
have been laid +0 rest - Rev. Jethro Nor-man and 
Rev. w, T. Swain50n. The I atter- person was the 0 
c.lergyrnan fr-om J q ~q +0 Jet 52) Q nd dun'Y)tj hI's 
time he had PJ'ne frees plante don the per"l1Y'lefer 
of the propertlj, Making on a*roc+(ve additfoV1 to [ 
the 5 ite. As in the be 9" nnJn 9) rn Qt)y C.hurc h fo! k 
Continue ~o give of the,'r tiVY1e and falents +~ make 
st, Thomas Ullswa+er- ond Bent Rivev-cv speCial l 
place +0 worshIp God. 51'nee ISql if has been 
a6sociated with the par-iah centred at Rosseau. [ 
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5t. Stephen's of Vankoughnet ~o. 

This 9tuain+ frQYY'\e church was built on an aCre of 
donated I Q nd chosen so tha+ '" no one need ed to 
journey rYJore than four rYliles -to .... each if. '>, Angljcans 
first worshipped in hOrY"les,then begon to meet 
in the log schoolhouse after J't WQS opene d in 187q. 
TheY"e was a" desl're among oj I the. reJ i gious groups 
fn that part of Oakley Township to have ~ house. 
of worship so +he<J took up Q./ collect,.on for that 
purpose, The COV'Yimun i+y churc h bu nd,.n9 never 
materialized because the Baptist and Method,.st 

fomilies evn"grated to Rain~ River District) }eav,.n9 
therr portions of the funds for the Anglicans and 
P,..esb:/+erians. St. Stephen's WQS bUJ'rt 1''1 J8QO) 
most of the work being done vOlun-tarily by YY)em­

bers of -t he con <3 re 9 affor). 
IrwCJs consecra-ted on Jan-
u a r y I :J) J Sq J + hen f u rn i s he d 
with an organ, pews, etc, blj 
rnone~ raised in IDea) Jumber 
camps, The late Mrs. Bert 
Reid provi ded the photo of 
st, stephen's at on ear)fer time. 



bl. c h t" t' S + c h u r C h 0 f Win d e r"" YY) ere 
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In 18SQ, the Rev. Charle5 Mockn'dge, D, D.) Recfor of 
Christ Church Cathedral) Hamilton) bought propertlj 
near Winder-mere for Q/ sumMer- hOrY'le. In due 
cour-~e. he 6eqon to invite j ntere s+ed cottogers to his 
porch -For"' Sunday Servl'ce. The collections gathered 
were set aside for the church wh,'ch he ernJl'sioned 
-tor the ~i,llage. ,The ,worshippers moved ..• +0 the 
Mechanics Hall In Wln,derMere. and f'jnaJl~) in 1QOOJ 
Q sum of $15 was paid for OJ p,ece of land on 
which to build the church. Dr. Mockn'dge's leader-
ship was 60th spiritual and practical. He and 
his SOYIS (four of whom were eventuaJly or-dained) 
worked with the builders on the frame church 
whic..h WQ5 cOrf)pleted In 1 qOLf. " 

The pamphlet in the c.hurch TroYY) whl'ch the above 
i s cy U 0 ted) 90 e 5 0 n + 0 5 Q Y ,,- Th e pew 5 . .. a s W e l/ 
05 -the alfar) the fon+) meaallions) and the skilful 
arrangements of the shingles •.. " were the work of 
the 6ui lder"") Char Jes Cox of BrQceb..-i~ge. Also jl1s(de 

are uniq.ue wood designs of Muskokw done bid two 
American cottagers. There is w cler9~ coitage on this 
propert~ in which 9ues+ minl'sfers and the,'r famdieS 
may reside. 
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Apostolic - BetheJ ~2. 
In Iq3b There CQYY1e +0 Gra­
venhurst Q/ 9roup "'-of Christian 
men from the Toronto crew 
under the leadership o-t Q/ 

forvY>er 501,,01-1'0" Arm~ worker 
no me d CJ ifford Wood bu ry. 
These met') lived at the Parish 
Half (the former Lutheran 
c.~urch) near the High School 
a nd with the help of QI local 

~...:...w..-JI meat rnarket and baker~, 
begQf'l cv soup kitchen rnif1is+r';1 -to the fY'\onlj unemp/ol.jed men 
who were travelling acroSS Canada b~ f'r~ight t~ain, For'" their 
gospel meetl'f1g 5 the~ wore smart loQklng unIforms. Some 

of them) like Jack RQ1~+on) were musicians ond other such 
as Ernie Morgan) Were preac.hers, Notonl~ did the'j m,'f)t'sfer 
in Graven hurst bu+ they r-eoched out to -the surrounding 
comN1unities as well wi-th N) eetiV'lg 5 at Orange Ha IIsJ schools, 
churches and hOMes, Quite a number- of folk were help~ 
ed in thei r spiritual wa Ik and the spiritua J foundation MlS 

laid for what later- became the Apostolic Church in 
Graven hurst. That wOr'"k was founded bfj Mr: Gordon 
OoubledaLj in I q 37) 5eeV') here with his 90S pel coJJeague) 

Mr, Mor90fl (Iefi- )Iater- neJd terrt meetings 
ot Falker.burq I was ir'\'loillea with the New Apos­
tolic chul"ch fna+ once e.xisted in Srocebr,'dge I 
OJ'ld curref\tl~ has OJ religious pyogrom on 
Coble TeJelv; sian out of GI"QllennlJrST, 

Mr, Ernl'e Morgan, Ai-
first the c0Y1gre9cfl-ion 
YY'1et in the Pan'sh Hall, 
+hen mDve.d to the [X,uble­
datj hOMe in lQ.3Q where 
meetings We'('e held un+i J 

JqSO Whet") The. basement 
of'the present church ~5 
r-ead ~ . Ten ~ eo rs J ate r 
the upper S+ore~ was added 
which continues if) use 
j f) + he present do tj as the 
Full Gospel Tabernac Ie. 



&'3. Associ oted Gospel church - Lake of Balds 

The Associated Gospel Churches grew out of Q sWI';-g toward 
liberal theolo9~ in the early IqOO's, Large numbers of 
c.h urch mem bers withdrew themselves from rY)oderrJist 
congre9Qtions +0 -torm fundamentalist groups who still re­
garded the Bib)e as the jnspired word of God, Four churches 
fn the Toronto - Ham; Jton area, banded together in }Q.22 

to found Q., new denomination known ClS the chn's+I'an 
workers' Church, Three ~ears lafer the current name 
was adopted. 

"' 

The Lake of Bay.s Mission Church ,'s located eas of 
Dwight on Highway 35) at 5eabree2e Road. 1+ be9an in 
,qao as Q.I non-denominatjonal group under the leader­
Ship of Rev. Eric Sise/. B~ Thanksgiving SuncJo'j of'that 
some ~ear they opened their new church bui Iding Whl'ch 
I'S J ocated on fhe well- wooded 4-3 acre, property they own. 

In Jul«j of IqSB) the c.on9re9of,'on decided to become part [ 
of the Associated Gospel churChes of Canad~ and +h~ 
were. welcori'led by the then President of the grQup) f?ev, L 
wi Iliam Sifft. Durin 9 that 5erVI'ce J Rev. Sj,p.pr ordained Erl'c 
Sisel-ond he ; 5 still there os parlor, Rev. sif'f+ later refired) [ 
but we shall hear More about him in the community c.hurch 
section of -this boo k. [ 

[ 

[ 
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[ The eo..-I iest Bap+i s+ c.hurches in Canada were. orgar'llzed at 
Wolfville) Nova ScotiCll, and 5ackviJle, New Bruf'lsWi'ck in J7103 b'1 
mi ni sier.s f,-om Massachusett.s. Although these we'f'e, ut')­
succ essful) the Bopti st +rad ition di d eventua 11'1 work its 
way info Ontario where the first church WQS established in 
l'7q~ at BeamsviJJe. 

C 
Today) in MuskokQ/) there ore fwo main denominoTions 
of Baptist churches: 8apiist Con\lention of Ontario ond Quebec 

: Fe.llowship of Evangelical Baptist Churches 

A, Baptist Convention Churches 

In JBB-8 the Boptl'st M,'ssionor-y Convention of Canada West 
united with the. Canada Baptist Missionary Con vention E cst 
to forrY) thi s denom;no+i on. Curren-tl~ there are two churches 
of thi 5 group i Y) the distn'c.t - G ra"enhurst and Brace bridge. 

Gravenhur st - Calvary 
The Baptist Church he'f'e was offiCially orgo()12ed Of) AU9ust 
15, 1884- but it was not called Co}var'(j 8apt,'st un+i I )Q04-. There 
were. many s+("uggJes jf) the early days with the new church 
bein9 bui If in J 885 a nd there be" (')9 Q hea\J'j reI iance 0 n s-tu dent 
mini sters f,-om MCMaster Univer5;+~ WhO could onl~ serve the I 

con_9r-e90+ion dun'ng the summer months. In the '(Liter 1880s 



(06. 

the ml'nl'ster fr-ofY') Bracebn'dge +ook charge) often makif)q 
his twelve mi Ie trek -+0 Grovef\ hursT a long the rai Jway tr-ack. 
The cur-r-ef"lt Calvary Baptist Church wa 5 bui 1+ in I Cff.tJ7. 

Brace bri d 9 e - First 

\ 
\ 

\ 

\ 
\ 

\ 

The FirsT Baptist Church at 
Brac.eb,.,'dge wa S org ani.z ed 
on June 18) J885 atthe home 
Mr: WilliaM White. Meet"Y19 at 
firs-r in Q rented ha ill the 
people wanted +0 buy property 
Q~d build cv church, however 
in 1887 theIJ purchas ed the 
frame Primitive Methodist 
bui Idi ()9 on Quebec stree+ wh,'cn 
has been jf) use ever- since. J() 
18q2 the building wa 5 bn'cked 
and the addition at the back 
waS put on in IQ31o. Th,'s church 
had the first bQP+Js+r~ i n 

Brac.ebn·dge) bein9 installed dUrJ'()9 1888 for $;)Io.~Lf. The 

beau+i-tu I s~ene behi nd the baptrs+r~ was poiflted in IQ4-1o by 
Mrs. Swan) a Baptist lady froM Weston. The" Harvest Home 
Decora-hons" p"c+ure of the church IS interior was -foUt"lQ 
QrYlong the photos of Mr. W. C. DennissJ Sr.) an ear"ly member 
or the church. 
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other Baptist con9re9ations no longer active, or part of this 
denominotion, were loc.ated at FOOT1S Bay, Dw,'ght Huntsvdle) 
a nd Port Carli rig. 

Foo+'s Bay - Mv-. John Macleod, with hiS wife and farni Iy) seTtled 
neY"e in 18810. Mrs. Macleod held Sunday Schoel for- he,- own 
fomi ly. (and others who cored tojoin) at home because -the 
nearest church was in Port CarJing. 5urY'Imer vl'sitors began 
+0 join the vi Ilagers for serv,'ces ever~ Sunday on Q.; pfece 
of Jand on the Lake Joseph shore that come +0 be known as 
Gospel Point. Benc hes were made blj putt; n9 planks on tree 
sfum po. In the winter, Serv j ces were held i" the neorb~ sChool­
house with ClI layman, Joseph Wallis, comjn9 from Port 
Carling +0 conduct them. In 18Q7, the locaJ people and+he 
tourists worked to ge+her to build OJ church on Q piece of 
land donoted b~ Mr, Macleod. Although it was a 8apt"s+ c:ong­
r-e9o+ion I the door was open +0 everyoVle regardless of 
their chu~c-h af-Filiation. In due ti me a sMall MethodisT 
Church was bui 1+ at Stoney Brae (see Foot's Bay United loter 
on in this book) and since itwas more convenient for the Jake 
people to land -rheir boats there} it thrived fo,. a few years. 
But durin9 the winter +he Baptist C~urch continued to hold 
ser\liCe5. Wri+i"9 if) Iq53 when the sale of this IdtJe c;"urc.h 
was beiflg seriously contemplated) Ruby Hurd (one of John 
Mac Leod's eleven c.hildrnn) said- U My father only lived to a-ttend 
one service.. in the liitle churc.h of his dream and was the third 
person +0 be Jaid +0 rest in the ceme-tery." The church was 
even+ua lly sold +0 the United Church. 

Dwight - This church is very 
clotSeltJ connected with the 
steworf farni l~ whose nome 
it novJ perpetuates 05 a 
Uniteo Church (dealt with 
in that section of the bookL 
Shown on the right as iT 
appeared in IQ01, the 



07. was bui 1+ j n 1887) two years after 
the congregation was orgoni2ed [ 
by Rev. Alexonder stewo rt 1 shown 
heY"e on the left). His son) the Rev, 
J, W, A, stewort

l 
became the sumMer 

pastor at the same. sQJQr~ for 
which his -Father labored - no-thing 1 
Throug h y..q sumrne.rs of his noble 
mini 5+rl:1 5 e*le.rs and +oun'sts met 
ir) large numbers to enjoy times of 
worship and fellowship. In IQS0 Rev, 
J, W, A, stewart feJtthat the Unjted 
c.hurch ShDl,dd have the Baptist [ 
buildin90 It verlj uniq.ue service was 

he Id in September 0+ w hi ch one of the orj9i na I trustees, Mr, 
f. ~. Emberson) made the -Pormol presen-tation. Rev, A.C, Cochrane 

Clccepied the gift on behalf of the uniied ChurCh of' Canadcu 
saying" t.t- This is a very gracious act, inspired bfj Dr. stewart, 
and I hope ;15 reper"'CUSS i ens rnoCj be. heard throughout the 
1 a Y"\ d, " 

Huntsville - 1+ was in Brunel Townsh,'p where the.. first t"rIeet'''gs 
of wor-ship took place amof)(3 the Bapt"sts. Mr. GilMore of 
Southern Ontario came up in the summer of 187q ond held 
worship and prayer meetings in any of the cabins large enough 
and within wolkin9 distance for others of'the Baptist persuasion. 
Prog"ess waS slow until the laQO's. Thelj begetn +0 hold church 
at 5,S. 11= 5 Brunei schoolhouse on B"own's 'Road and looked to 
the Bqptist Hor/'e. Mission Boar-d for more help of'\d guidonce.. 
Finally 'In IqD2 the Rev, Russell of I<ings-+on arrived and set +0 
work i mmediatel~ -to )Y)sfi-tute cv Baptist c.hu I"'ch. The 0 ra nge 
Hall was rented oY')d on May 18, JQ02 the first servIce in I-Lnts .. 
ville occurred. They later moved over +0 Snyder's HaJJ ot'\d by 
November 2.0, IQ02, f~e offiCial paperwork was completed. TheY) 
come the desl'l"'e +0 have their own building, 50 a,., lot was 
purchased on Mairj street for .$ 200 in IQOLf a,nd pJans 
to bui Id got underwQ y. '1.nth a.- loon of tN-DO, plank benches) l 



Cl.I borrowed 68. 

orgon, and Q/ 

donated s+ove, 
Fi rst Baptist 
Church was open-
ed on Dec.ember-
ltD I IQOlo. The 
50 ptists of Bru­
neI l who hod 
assisted with 
the project) 
fou nd aitendi"9 
the town churCh 
very difficult 
due to the road 

conditjo~5 of the dOlj. S0> the postor tooK meetings in homes 
a nd at the township ha II unti I thlt')gs improlled. E\lef)tuQII~J 
now ever, another Baptist work did evolve in Brunel-thatwiIJ 
be dealf wifh in the next sec-rjon. 

F, rst Bap+fst Church of HunTs,,; 11e is no longer part of the 
Convention Baptist cJenominotio() but now functions 05 Q..If} 

independent Bap-tisi Church. That change becQ me ef­
-tec+i ve on August '7th) J q 8L.J., Rev. Norman strongman 
bel'ng the pO$tor durin9 this+ransitional period. 

Port Cor!in9 - A building that onCe served as one of this 
vi JJage's earlier schools also WQS used as OJ pn'vate Bqp­
+1'5+ CnqpeJ for the Joseph WaJJis f'ami/y_ He mointained 
the buildin9 tor'" hiS -tami Iy's worship o.t+er bu~jn9 if frQyy) 

the school board in J 8QIo. 



0Q, 5. Fellows hi p of Evangel; co 1 Baptist Churches. 

This denomination formed in Jq53 with the merger of the 
Union of Regular Baptist Churches a nd the Fellowship of 
Independent Baptist Churches, Currently there are four 
congregations of FESC. churches in Muskokcv - two in the n 
Huntsville area" and one each at B'Dcebridge and Ba)O/. 
The genesis of these churches goes bock to the great 
depressio() and the founding of the Muskoko Baptist Conf­
erence (MBC). Besides toug h economic times, Canodian 
Baptists were bein9 despoiled and divided by theological 
libe.ral iSrv1. This whole 5tor~ is weJl told by John F. H-olll'da~ 
in an excellent little book entitled .• Muskoka Miracles:' In 
essence, OJ JI'7-ac,...e parcel of land on the eqst sho('e of Mary 
Lake WQS purc.hased for use as a Bible-bosed campsite 
by the FundoNlentalist Baptist Youn9 People's Association 0 
(F 13 Y PA L Here ser"i ces were .p irs+ held; () Q., large tent that 
can be seer) +0 the 
right of this photo. 0 
Although the place 0 
wa 5 ru q 9 ed a V1d ru st-
ie> it attracted many 0 
people youn9 an d 
old to ; ts 5pi r; tua l1y 0 
refr-eshi ng atmosphere, 
The first comp in 
the Musko/(a hi J J.~ 
WQS held in Jq31 and uos young people) Fred Bell and hI'S 

fiancee Maisie ottended ..• the~ were rnarrl'ed two ~ ears [ 
later) but in the meantiMe Fred had become the FBY PA 
miSSionary to Muskoka; ••• (thelj) 90ve themselves w,'thOU+ [ 
reservotion .•• f reach; ng in homes} school5) and he lis ••• 
M,.... Bell touqh courses in religious education in five Brunei l 
,ownship pubh'c schools .•• (and) held re9ular ser-vices in l 
/oqging camps and road camps. " Here wacs OJ man of 
great faith and energy) but no wonder. His son Ken 
sent me this story of how God provided just when it was [ 
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needed most. Ken wf"ites I." Dod and Q.I group of other5 70. 

wer-e meeting at the campgrounds to close the deo-I to pu r-
cha se the pr-operty from And y H-ood (hence Hood's Rood of 
today that leads to M Be) when they found they were S 30DO 

short. At that juncture) dad (oged 2q) walked into Huntsville 
+0 get the moi 1. There was one leiter from Cl.I lawyer- i(') 
Toronto) alon9 with OJ beq,uest of $ .3000 ! " 

The Ii mother" church 1\ of Muskoka's 
FeUow ship of Eva nge I ica I Baptist 
Churches - Britonnicv Rood. 1+ 
was orgonized on Dc+' 4) Iqlf2 by 
Fred Bell as 01 Re9uJar Bapt,.s+ 
Churc.h. 

Rev. Alfred Bell was on 
jndefatigable vl'sitor. Here 
he's about to don his skis 
after the Iq35 studebaker 
-Pro'Ze up. He. Q Iso tramped 
the roo d sand tra i is of 
Muskoka; on his snowshoes. 

Pictured above ore Rev 
Fred and Mrs, Bell. Son ken 
50'35 U Up unti I hi'S death in 
J Q'l3,ju sf 2. weeks before his 
qoth. birthday, his heart 
was in Muskoka" ••• Morn was 
01 tireless worke r in 0 II facets 
of dad IS work. (I am deepl~ 
grateful to ken and his ~ister 

Be+ly -for a How; 09 Me +0 borrow 
their precious family keepsakes) 



7/, A. Riverside Baptist chu("ch 

Mr. Wilfred Lewis and his wife. prayed in Iq3J that God would 
send a missionary to their area sothe people would have 
an opportunity of hearing the gospel an d of attendi()9 wor­
ship re9ularl~. No gt"'eater evidence ofar) onswerto this 
prayer could have been given than the 8ri#on"(lI Rood 
Baptist Chur-ch located on lot :24

J 
concession q of BruneI 

that opened with twenty-one meMbers on october 4
J 

IQt..J.2. 
This c.hurch was the fif's+ fruit of the Jabor- of Rev. Alfred 
Bell Qt')d itcame at a fiMe when Evo"gel,'s+ John CCltler~ 
hodjustcompleted a very successf'ul series of revivaJ 
meetings, About one month Jeter Rev. Bell Jed the c.hurch in 
communion) relCjlng on Mr. wdfred lewis and Mr, Rllan Re,.d to 
Serve with hilY). Common eg9 cups were used for the wine. 

By JqLt5 it wos fel+ very keeY')l~ tho++he Locks wastheplace 
+0 centrali2e the work,so in June Iqtffo Q sYnall house was 
c.onverted for use 05 Q.J church) but . 
two years later ~ bui Iding cQmpafgn 
was faun ched again. In Jq4q Sjdf)e~ 
Young, Clifford Farf)5Worth l a "d 
Rev, Jack AdoYY\5 laid the corner-­
stone fOl a.. combination buildinq­
the front bei nq -the It Locks Baptist 
C hurch" and the back bei ""'9 the 

pastor's JivI'ri9 q.uarters. 
This orrange men+ was 
if) use unti I the first 
Sunday in June of J Q'70 
when Riverside Bapti5t 
church opened its dODrs 
under- the leadership of 
Po stor C. B. Hayden 
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Riverside Baptist Church a.s of Ma~ J) Iqqlo. 

B. Fa if}, Sapti 5+ Church 

I" IQS.2 ~ group of people seceded from -the Locks Baptist 
Church and be9Qr) to hold services in the home of Mr5. WelJs 
on BruneI Road. Lote .... on +he~ met at Huntsville High School. 
with 1'1 charie .... members) Faith Baptist was organized on 
AU9ust b J Iq53 and ~ small church was bu; It on West street in 
town. Under" the pastor-ship of Rev. V,'c Cor nlsh the c.ongre9ofion 
mo"ed into Q new edifice on West Road in I q77. Since Rev, 
Dorrell Baker has come, the church building has been expanded 
once (in IQS.5) and ;5 currently add; ng another'section in }qqlo. 

............ 

7~, 



73, c, Pinegrove Baptist Church 

PI'negF'ove. Baptist is located on +he east side oTB,-oce­
bn'dge.. 1+ was started bock inthe mid-JqSo's when the 
Rev, DaVId CJarke of the Locks Bop-tist Church heJd co-H-age 
prayer fY1eetif195 if) the. vicinity of Bracebridge. The end 
result was the opening of a church in the former Bards­
ville school hOUse on casteV' Sunday of ,QS5. As the work 
progressed) 'It was decided +0 build QI house i.,the grove 
of pl'ne trees beside what is now the church property. 
Th is buiJdi f19 served as the chu rch Q nd pastor's liv,.n9 
q,uor-ter-s until the basement of the Or-I'gina) chapel waS 

r'ea dtj b~ early }QIP:2. 'n April the sonctuary 'NOS compJeted 
and is shown on the Jeftside of the pic+ure below. 
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The church continued to grow. }f) lqlD 7 The Bordsville 
congregation amalgamated with PiY1egr ove. An oddd-;on [ 
for 5undo~ School and offices 'NOS puTOf) in JQIoQ-7Q but 
the IOY"'gest building project come in JqBq when the 
new 50nctuar'j waS bui It. The c.oV1gregot"on continues 
to grow and develop. also minis+en'ng to several famiJ,'es [ 
-from Grovenhurst. The Rev. Earl Cooper) -the current po stor) 
came to Pinegrove from a" church in southwestern Ont-
ario. He has ministe('ed here since August,/Q83. 
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D. Burg eSS Mernoria 1 Baptist churcb 74-. 

ThIS beautiful stone church was bu'd+ in Bala in Jq2/a as 
a.. Presbyterian Church and was used as such until the 
lqLfO·s. After that it waS mainly u5e~ during the ,summer 
seasons for'" activities such as DQ"~ Vacation Bible school. 
ItwQS in the early JqloD's that a smaJl Baptist work began 
to forrYl at Burgess Memorial Church, in -Fact) Tom and ., 
Shirley Linke (she being Q descendant of the churc.h buiJd­
er) purchased the building i" order -to en5Ufe QJ place of 
meeting. 5hirJe~ (Q., lady who suffered lon9 with mulhple 
sclerosis) was the daughter of Dou9las and Pansy Carr­
wn05e stalwart sUP?,'" of tJ"lI'S church ended only r'ecent/y 
wifh the AU9ust Iqqft, deafh of M,..s. Carr. Jack HUTron of 
Bala nc5tes that Pansy' was Uthe oJdest Sunday school teacher­
in any Baptist Church across Canada/'-she was q5 at her­
death! Du .... ing the ea,..ly JqfcD'sl Pasto .... Michael Burns served 
the congregation) then, followin9 his departure) Dr, Berf Itarper 
and Margaret OeWashcv arranged f'or speakers. In ,qaD, 5;11 
and JuliClJ Berr':j took up the work which by jq83 wa.5 stron9 
enou9h to bec.ome a tt:'lIy Drgan; zed F. E. B. c, Church. The E>errys 
continue -to serve this church on the island in pic+ure~Lle eaJQJ. 



75. The Brethren [ 

The Bre-th ren movement began in 1818 when An+hon~ N. [ 
Groves) a" s-tude()t 0+ Trjni+~ CoJlege in Dublin, Jrelan d J brought f 
together cv group of people who were restless wifh the close 
connecfion of c.hurch and state and the stereotyped forms 
of worsh~p in the Established Church. Thelj adopted the 
nome Bre+hren due to its Scriptural basis. Mr, Grove.s pro­
posed that bel ievers gathered in the Nome of the Lord 
VJe,re ef)+itJed to ceJe.b,...ate the Lo rd 5 Supper wdhout forma J 

clerica I direction. Thi 5 was one main reason whlj +he Breth- 0 
ren wi-thdrew -from the churcnes +he~ belonged to and e st-
abli shed) at Dublin, +hei,... first Q5sem bly in J 230. f 

John Nelson Darb~ gove up his priesthood in the Church of 
Ireland and soon becaMe Q.I leader in the new movement. 
He associated himsert with an assembl~ in Plymou+hJ England C 
that become Jarge and influen+ia I} hence -the name II Plymouth 
Breihren " arose. This never was Of) off',"cloJdes;gnation. Mr. 
Darby'S writings are s-till revered by many Brefhren ~ollowers. 

BIj the middle of the century cu schism deve.Joped over v,'ews 
Of) the effects of unsound teach; n9 in the Plymouth Assem-
bly. As a result, even +odol:J J various Brethren 9roups are 
designated as Open or closed assemblies, but the~ agree 
on rnan~ fundamental principles such as celebra+in9 +he Lardls 
Supper each Lord's Day, and there Qre no salaried min ,'sters . 

When imm;9ra+~on to CanadQ/ wa 5 strens in the mid- I &:>0 IS ) C 
n"on ~ Bre.+hren Ca me +0 -the develepi n9 calontj. B~ 187/, over 
2.:200 were known +0 be in c.ot"\ocJo) v-nainly in Ontario. Evef)t- [ 
ualllj workers tY\ade thei r way info MUSKCkcv and es+obhsh-
ed assemblies be9inning in the 1880'S. AlThough it IS not 
alwolJs the case) older Brethren meeting places were gefl-
erall~ called Gospel HalLs. L 
We wi J} begin our sUnJey at Severn Bridge where a, frClrfle [; 
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buildin9 has served 
as Q., Bre..+hren 
meetin9 place for 
we 11 oVe, a century, 
in fact there is 
some evidence thai 
it wa5 bui It in 19a2, 
It exisfs if) renovated 
form across froM 
the Se\lern Br,dge 
fairgrounds .. 

710, 

," b no one reMem ers now .... 
when the Gospel church used 
by the Plymouth Brethren (was) 

bui ff. The Gospel Church was 
on the hi J1 acroSS frnrY'l the 
school (in West Grovenhurs+) •.• 
When the church was bui Jt 
the ladies helped shi ngle the 

-f " ro o. - memories of Effie Groh 

8eiers a 5 recorded in II The L,'ght of 

other Days'l (built cirCa, /qoo) 

A w~oden bu;1~in9 pai"ted grayi"sh- blue served as the GospeJ 
HallIn Bracebndge. It wa 5 located on the east s,.de of 
Manitoba street, a short distance north of Ann street, where 
;t original J~ served as on office buiJdin9 forfhe Dn+an'o 
Lumber Compony_ The Brethren r-ented thel'r bui Iding for 
use as 0/ classroom on school days. A/tJ..-aough lon9 gone) 
there were GospeJ Hall services adver+l'sed in fhe loco T 
papers up in +0 the ea r l LJ I q 50 '5 • A ro om 0 Ve r Br 00 k 5 ' 

Drug Store wa 5 used -for th is purpose 0,+ that +,'me. 

Before leavio9 southern Muskoka, we will visit one more 



77, 

Gos pe I Ha". 1+ was bui 1+ in I q2 5 os an Open Brethren 
assembly that WQS called II Ebenezer." The build"n.9 is 
s+i II in existeY)ce beside. Muskoka Road 1.3 at CannIng's 
CorVler5 buf it is no i0Y1ger- used as Q meetin9 place. 

There was Brethren work 
further north in Muskoka 
too. Mr. c,eorge CoT7ri J I of 
the Locks reca lis the 
history" '" The year 188~ 
Saw Alexander Marshall 
and Robert Telfer in Hunts­
vi lie) visit; ng homes and 

Below: The Ebenezer Gospel Hall 

I abouring in Q Gaspe I 
Tent with God'6 blessin9 
upon His preached word 
jn conversions +0 J-liMself." These meefings were followed 
b~ co-HQge mee-ti n95 in the Beswick home on the East Road. 
Later on the~ met Of) the second floor of + he Co Iderwood 
store., now "Vani+~ Fair'l - the Co#riJ/famiJlj travelled up the 
Muskoka River from the Locks blJ private s-teaYn boat +0 
aitend the mee.tings here. In Iql3 the gotherin9 in Hunts-
\lille moved to the present location at Main and Lorne 
streets. The buildin9 Was built b~ Mr. Fred watson who 
was a member o-P the Q5seYY)bl~ and man4 improvements 
have been ma de over the yea rs which ,. n crud e s the 

---______ ___ addifion of QI go lIery. An 
annual two da~ conven­
tion sees ().J 1a rge crow d 

;:=~~~~~~_ gather in Huntsvi l1e +0 
enjoy speakers and 
hospitalit~ sponsored b~ 
thj s assembly - it (5 

believed that this even t 
was first held in IQIO, 

and has occ.urred e\lery 
............... -=-. year since. 

[ 

f 

[ 

[ 

[ 



r. 
I 

c 

o 
[ 

f 

[ 

U 

l 

78, 

This pictuY'e. fouf')d its wa~ 'Into my hands through the gene.rosi-fy 
and thoughtfulness of Sheldon Sopher Q"d his dau9hter SyllJ'G.I. 
After- a bit of detect; ve WQt" k J discoveY'ed it to be the forme r 
Calderwood Brothers Grocery store in f-luntsvi lie. The buildf()~ 
sfi II exi sts j ('\ rerf'lode lied forrY'l an d is 0 cc u pie d b~ Q bUSiness 
know n as IlVonity Fair.'1 As you. ca n see on the leff 5; de., thef'e is 

a sign above a doorwa ~ that advertises the Gospe I He II meetif)95 

that Were. held in the ups+ol'rs portjor) of this building ufl+iJ IQI3, 



7Q, 

Outside of Hun+svi He evonge.lists such 05 Fred watson] David 
5coit,.J.J. Rou5e~,.clJohn Sylvester vl'sited the srnaJler...-Gospel 
Hall works at Ember-son, Antioch, and Deer Lake. /'v1r-s. 
Olive. ker-r r-ecaJls '~,.tha+ at one tl't'Y)e they had Q., tent at The. 
top of Deer Lake Hill. In+€rest in +he arecv increased1 0na 

on land donated by John and Fanny Nickason, Q., Gospel 
Hall was built." This PJ'cture shows the on'glna} Deer Lake 

, Gospel Holl in the 
background wifh Mrs. 
Eva Or,. (John and 
Fannyls daughter)ond 

, her- -Pami Iy - Dorothy) 
Be#lj, Marior), and 
Myr I J. Doroth~ (Orr) 
Morgan writes-" As 
one of the mon ~ c.hild­
ren who a itended the The. original Oee ... Lake Gospel Hall still e)(lsts 

as part of Q, residet)tial bui/dlf"'lg in the Same 
locolit~ ().s its origif). 

Gospe) Ha II Sund a y 
School in the J q 30's, 

and also the spec.ial meeTings ..• t ca,., soy it was CL I ,-ght 
shining in that area., for God. There we heard about Jesus 
coming +0 this earth and giving His Jife ~ ransom -ForusaJl. 
We heard -the +rufh -from the Bible. t, Dorothy IS poerY) sums 
up her thoughts - The Gospel NaIl (Deer Lake) 

A little girl sat in the Gospel Hall 
She heard the 6+or<1 of the Saviour; that was aJl 
I+-took) +0 .show her she 'was a Ilsinner ll 

And Jesus carY1e +0 save. 
The preachers COMe and went 
And they were Heoven senl 
The~ preached the word of' God 
And pra lJed that sinners would repent. 
This Ji#Je girl was .1 saved·1 

As were, many others 
And now the~lY"e in God's large family 
Maki n9 many mor-e. sisters and broihe.rs and fathe rs 

and moThers. 
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Someday beyond the blue 
where loved ones woi+ for me, for you, 
Wei, J meet the Lord who co red fo,.. us all ...-

80. 

And met wi+h some of us there at the Gospel Hall. 

In the summer of Iqll the old Gospel Hall near the lake was 
sold. Constr(.lct,·on on the neW ha II located closer to Port 
Sydney (in the field across from Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Huggins) was 
begun in Jullj IQ'710 and fuJI servIces as an assembly began on 
September IS) Iq77. The Deer Lal<e Gospel Hall is shown be)Qw. 

One of the more recent Brethren works in Muskokcv is called 
the Port 5ydfley Bible Chapel. Leadership is 9iven by Mr: 
Ted Heidman and Mr. George Budd, 5 ince the y storted 
meeting in July IqQO the group has 9ro,wn steadiltd, Un+,-J 
Oc+ober"') I qqlD) the fa cil ities of l<nox united ChurCh weY'"e 
used) however, OJ change WQS made fhen to meeting in the 
V.l<. Greer School. A ten acre portion of land has just 
been pUI"'chosed with the ifltention of build,'n9 on that 
site. 

In Gravenhurst) the Boy SCllut HaJJ ;s curren+J~ 6e,.ng used 
as an a 5sembly place for cu 9rouP of exclLlsive BrethY'"en 
with mee!j11gs being con~uc+ed by Gary Woods) an off,cia} 
involved with the BeQcon S,ble Camp south of Torro"ce. 
On'gif)olJy this assembl~ started in the home of Ted Becker, 



ChristO-t delphians 81, 

The Chri stQ.tdeJphi Ot'lS were founded by Dr. John ThOMQS 

(1805- 1871) who came +0 the united states fr-oVY'l England. 
At fi rst he was associ oted with the Disci pIes of Chri s T but 
later- left that group and o("9anized Q number of socjetl'es 

that tou9ht the need of a return to primitive Christianity. 
Their doctrine of non-resistence forced the issue of adopt­
ing Q nome du .... ing the American Civil Wore ChristodeJphfons) 
or Brethren OT Chdst, wos the nome chosen. 

Loc.al ol'goY)i 20+; ons are not known as churche 5 but ore 
colled Eccles;a..s. Generally speaking) ChristadeJphions 
meet 1'n rented halls 0 .... schools and private homes. In Musk­

aka..) the early meetings were held jf) co'ftaqes around 
Skeleton Lake. Eventuatl'j the group Met in Q school I then in 
the later ,qeO's begot) assembling in the Aspdif) ComYY'lunitlj 

Centre, Two early members of the Christade JphioY1 Ecclesicu 
in Buntsvi lie who are s+i II in volve d today ore Pot Cooper and 
Netitis Austin. About lQ8illl-FormerJehovah's Witnesses 
halJ that was beinq used as ()j children's activity centre. be­
came ovoi lable and has since served as fhe home of the. 
Christa delphi an UnoMended Ecclesjw. It;s pfctut'ed below. 
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A second, but doctn'nolJ'1 different, Chri sta deJphian group a Iso L 
meets if) the H~()ts~ille orecv. in CN private hom~,. They ore 
advertised os Cl,nstadelph,ons of MuskokCIJ. [ 
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82, Church of Christ 

The Christion Churches and Churches of C.hrist are QI 

b~- product of the Il restoration" movement i () the United 
S-tates in the ea"'l~ 1800's. This religious group desired +0 
restore New Testament paiterns and proct ices. On'glna Ily 
the Churches of Christ were port of the C.hristian church (DI:5-
eiples of C.hri st) but separated in the early J qOO's due to differ­
ent VI ewpoi nfs. The Churches of C hris+ ha~e no genera I or9on­
; 2ation and eac~ chure h in the fellowship is cornp Jetel y indep­
endent and ded, cote d to the restoration of the New Testament 
Church. One of the outstanding features of this group Ir'es in 
their 'acceptance of the Bi bJe as Ct true and completely adeq,uate 
revelation. This leads to some of their more characteristiC 
practi ces such as: weekly observance of the Lord S Supper, bap­
tisn"\ b~ immersion) a cappelJev singing) cuvigorous prayer life) 
voluntar~ giving) and a, strong program of Bible teachin9 and 
preach; ng. MuskokQ.l has one church of c.hn's+ and iT was 
established 0+ HunTsvi lie due to the faithful work of Mr. John 
Preston of B0«:Js\I;lle. 5hort)lj after his mother's death in 
,QL.Jl J he was baptised 0 nd began to hold severa} coitage meet,"9s 
in the arew around Hunfsville. The group enlarged sothey 
loter rf\e+ in the OddfelJow's Room, then the Oronge Hall. In 
I q 51 they bui It thei r own church Or) Hi IItop Drive. For rnan~ 
years (ending in lqq5) Cl/ Church of Christ also rflet in the 
Eracebn'dge Orange Hall. 



The Church of Jesus Chris±of Lafter-day 5aints 83, 

This church is rooted in the visioV15 of Joseph smfth who 
organized the moveYY\er1t in IB30 ot Fayette, New York. Accord­
in~ to Bernl'ce Thompson's notes in the his+on'cal records 
at Bracebridge J '~+he -firsf missionary th at came +0 &-acehridge 
was Elder VanDyke and that was some-time prior fo Iqll, '') The 
oVlI~ known Mormon 5 in t he area., at that time wa S The fV)CCo()brelj 
family who li\led on To~lor Lit"\e. But the Elders continued to 
v,.sit and garnered c.onvert.s -from the BentJeYJ Barn'ck) 
fv\cEown) Nicholson) Leeder and Hammond famil,'es) baptising 
them at such places as sharp's creek and High Foils. The 

group photo WQS 

taken about Iq22 

showin9 the two C 
Elders ot the rock. 
The next row shows 
Maude stomp, 
Groce Leeder(McEown) 
wit h b Q b ~, ? , 
RaJph Nichol son 
and George NJ'ch-

01 son. The frof)t 
row I eft 5 i de per­
son" s unknown; 

the rema inin g people are Dorothy) Glad~5 (tne 'i1t-Ie girJ), Llo!jd 
and Bill Nicholson. 

The Laiter-day Saints have met in Q.I wide van'e+tj of 
locations as listed below-

- private hOMes 
- 'In the theatre that used to be in the place next door 
to the forMer MUSKoka Trading store [ 

- the Forre s1er 's Ha II 
- Q. rented room af the tront of the AJbilJn Hote J, l 

moving out in the early }qloo's when that 
esfoblishrneflt obtained its liquor J {cence l 
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- the Boy Scout Hall Of) Mai n street 
-the Orange HaJJ on Maple street from JQ70 to }q75 
- their own Bro.ce6n'dge Chapel on Pine street that 

was sold in April Iq8lf +0 the Muskoka District 
C.hi Idren '5 Aid Soci et~ 

- Macaulay Public School) IQSLf-B5 

- the f)ew rY'leetin9hou se. on the corner of Cedar Lane 
and Tatjlor Road where the first sacrament meetil)g 
\NelS held on March 2'-tj IQ85. 

Described as ,Of) ~1J+s+andjn9 contempororl1 facility) it 
includes CI -tom,} 'j hl5+or~ centre where; ndi\li dua 15 mQ~ go to 
trace their genealogical descent. 

The Bracebri dge Branch became a. Ward Of) Febrllar~ Ib) Iqq2 
and QS of Ma~ 5) Iqqft, was then port of the newllj orgoni2ed 
Sudburlj Ontario stake. 

My apprec.iation goeS +0 Grant Barrick for the help he. 
provIded in rAaking avaiJable II The History of the BrQce­
bridge WQt"'d lq 10- ,q~lc.''1 ~nfortuY)~te.ly this reference 
waco inadverten+l~ mlcssed 'r") the b1bl/ogrQ ph~. 



Co()gregationa I Christian 85, 

This fairly new denominaf ion hooks j nto -the heritage' of two 
older groups whose backgrounds ore Q'()chored fn the. Amer­
ican religious scene. Congreqa+ionaJisrYl had Q.I profound 
and enduring convl'c+I'on fho-F Christians ore best prepared 
ond nurtured to do their work 'In a Jocol congrega+ioV1 that is 
outonomous) in.digenous) and be/ongin9 with other churches 
in free assoclotio(). On the other na nd) the distJ'ncii ve 
mark of the Chr;st"Q n tradition WQS one of uni+~ wherehy 
d enominat .. ona I" wa IIsl1 would not hinder fellowshi p wifh 
other foJJowers of ~esu5 Christ. Both of these groups 
maintained ell presence in Ontan'o trom the eor l!j J800's 
Q Ithough it was never stron9 0 nd had liitle )'mpact Of) Musk· 
oKa., untiJ Jll88. 

First Muskoka; CongreCjofional Christian Church 
Jt W05 jn Iqa8 that the General Council of the United church 
of Canadcv approved cu resolution thot) in effect) allowed 
the ordination of pract,sin9 homosexual persons. In reSPQnse 

to that) a.- conference WQS held in Niagara, Fcdls) Onton'o on 
septeN\ber 13) IQS8 that created QI neW f'eUQwship of churches, 
called the COf")gregafionaJ Christian Church. It was soon 
learned that sucn Q) bodSl a Jreody exisfed although it 
onllj had fi\Je churches) 01) of them j n o ",70 rio. Fr-uitf'u J 

discUS5ions re su lted in the amalgam a+ion of the. new and 
old groups on December 4-, JQ8Q. The Con:3rego-tio()o/ 
Chn'5-tian Churche5 in CanadQ/ werei"corparated as QJ nCT"'on~ 
01 or.90ni 2Q+ion exac.+~y one tjear +0 the dOlj a-Ner Rev. ~r"c 
Hudson left the Port'Carli)'")g- Bala... Charge of the Unl-ted 
Church ond -formed this congre9a-fion i,... the GleY") Orchard 
Commun',t';l Centre. 

Atfe: meetin9 for over +hree ~ear5 in the GJeY'\ o~chard 
PubLc School) t~e dr-eQrt1 of their own churCh bu,ldJ'f'lg 
became Cl.I reahtlj on the day of dedi c.ati on > July 5, IQQ.2.. 
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Above: First Mus koka... Congregafiona J Christian Church, 
where Rev. Bruce Ai+l<en serves as ifs second pasto') 
is located just south of G\en Orchard PubJ,'c School. 

Livin9 Water Congre9oTiono I Christian Church 

The nucleus of this church resulted when Rev. Janet Judd 
and two other families were disQssociated from the First 
Con9re.9otionaJ Christion Church at Glen Orchard in }qqO. 
-rne':l begon -to meet in ClJ prJ'vate home Qna expen'enced Q.I 

stead~ increase in numbers causif)9 theY'/) to seek mOr'e 
a~e~Llate occomodafion. A" cfferJ if) Jqq2 J from Sf: Mark's 
An91ican Churc,h in Milford Bay t~ share -their builchf'lC) was 
accepTed. Th,s hos been cv posItive arrange ment ""for 
bofh the At"\9J icons and the Li v;(')9 Water con9regation. 



Free Method lst 

The Free Methodist church sprong from the Methodist 
Episcop:ll Church) not as Q, radical off-shoot bJt because of 
expulsion, On AU9u~t ;(3) IBloO 0+ Pekin) New York) the new 
church was born with B, T. Roberis a s the fjrst Genera I 
Superintendent. On'9 ina I I~ it wa..s cv church that was ver~ 
revivalistl'c and whose preachers had the Pentecostal Fire 
and expounded on the doctrine of heart holiness. Roberts 
Came +0 Canadev with that message in 1873 and by J87&' 
there was a Free Methodist Church at Gal+) Ontario. The 
pioneer that brought this churc.h +0 Muskaka; was Charles 
H. Sage.. when he held ,a revival in 5,5,# I Macau}ay school­
house east of Broce6ndge in April 187q. 

New Hope Free Method,'s+ Church 

87. 

The New Hope Free Method/'st 
Church come about in FebruQr~) 
Jqq5) when the Grovenhurst ana 
Bracebrldge churches amalgam­
ated. In lqOq, th.e Bracebridge 
eonqrega-fion bui 1+ this church, 

(as jf ap'pears in the photo taten 
,in Jq~O) but .two others preceded 
1+. Theorl'glnal 5rY1oIl -traMe 
churc.h was built on the Ta~Jor 
Line in J 880 and served the 

c 

-F led9\jng congregaTion un+i J it myster;ou51~ caught -Pi re OJ 

decade loter. Dun'n9 this erQ) services were a Iso success- 0 
-ftlll~ conducted in the schoolhouse at Alport where the 
James Rusk faMi Iy 90+ converted. 1+ was truthfu 1l~ said 
of Mr. Rusk upon hi's death in Jq24 that he was" a goed 
man who earned the respecT of everybody, who made the l 
world rJ'cher) ~o+ onl~ by buddin9 up Muskokev, but aJso b~ 
rearin9 Of fernJ ly of good people whose influence is for 900d L 
in many parts of tJie world.'" And i () BrClceb ridge the 
chu rch he. had attended on the corner of KI'I'\9 street and [ 
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Muskoka Road (opened in laql after the rural church burned) 
had pulsated with divine life, so much so thatthi5 partoT 
town be came known a 5 II Free Meihodist Hi 11.'/ ArY1on9 o7hers) 
the kirk) Shier) and Hale~ families helped take the Free Meth­
odist message to many other parts of Canada ond the 
world. 

Mountainview Free Methodist Church 

Un-ti I ICfCJIt> this church WetS known as ihe Hunisvi Jle Free 
Methodist. I+s heritage goes back +0 18BO when Rev. C.H, Sage 
held meet.·ngs in the Williamsport arecu,then sentf'or Q; 

~oun9 mon named Wesle~ Walls to Care for the converts. 
Shortl~ after be9in"in9 his labours .•. he had his Peniecost 

and received his power for serv,'ce kneeling beside Q., hUge 
MuskokClJ rock. " within OJ ~ear he enroJTed thirt~-three. 
pro~ationer5 and had a.. littTe 10,9 church built (lo+ 31, con­
cessIon 5) Chaffe~). Another Free Methodist work waS 
s+arte.d at Silverdale in Stisted Townshi p) eo st of Hunts­
vi lie, which was one of the three appointments +0 whic.h 
Miss Josie Rusk (+eenage daughter of Brocebr.'dges James 
Rusk) wc\lked on her circuit in J8QO. MIss Marjorie Demo,'ne 
wrote this to me- '" J rerAember the Free Methodist Church 
at SiJverdale. The railway track ran between ,·t and U.S.s. 
It 2 school. A sJeighload of us youn9 peap}e attended Q.,I 

chris-tmas program there once. It later beea Me Q., W.I. 
Hall then was torn down." The third part of her work 
was in the town itself - no wonder her- uncle descr,'bed 
hers as ClI '" life filled with intense service." 

When the Methodi5t5 in Huntsville decided +0 replace their­
tS77 church building) thetj put it on J09 roJiers and mOiled 
it one block over to High street and used it unt,·, their 
new brick church opened in October) J 8Q7. 5hortl~ after 
that the Free Methodists con50ljdated their wDrk to 
that site. , s+al::Jin9 there unfi} the~ moved to Brune I 
Road j n J qro o. 



act , [ 
The High street Church 

~:~...,..g ,'n IQ-SO era while Mr. 

cour1'es~ of osta.- osmond 

Dalton kirk'-was pastor. 
From left to n'gh+ ore: 

~~ Irene kirk) Gladys Ennest, 
Marion woo/mon) Elva 
Wood, Wayne Corr) Mary 
Rawn) Donna Bright) 
Mabel Lyons) Wilfred 
LIjOrlS wl'th daughter 
Lois, several unknown) 
Rust;" Thaxter; n the 
doo,.wa~ with Mrs, Thax-

fer (holding Ila) in front. 0 
On the Jeft j 5 the. 
J qlD 0 c.hurch which now 
has a.. remodelJed front, C 

R'dde Centennia I Free Methodist Church 

Long known as Housey's, Rapids Free Method,'st, this work 
was started bfj two lad,es in 1882 when meeti()gs were 0 
held in Brook's schooJhouse (about a mile south of the 
present church) as well as in the vi JJage at Brace 15 Genera} 
store. At, this time there were three con9re9at"on.s on 
the circUit - Severn Bridge, BClrkway, and Housey 5 
Rapids. BQrkwa~'s church was buj Jf in 18QO (and stjIJ 
exists there now as an An9J,'can 0 
Church) whi Ie the House~'s Rqpids 
church was bu; Jt in the summer 
of 18q:l (pic.tured here 05 it was 
iY) Iq72). The MuskokCL D,'stn'c.t [ 
camp meeting 5 before lq52 moved 
from place to pJace but the last L 
Jocati on before goi n9 permanent 
at-Severn Bridge was on the. l 
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Willia rY\ Goheen farm 'HI the area to the r,'g ht of the. 
old church. In 1'l78 under" the pas+orshJ'p of Rev, A.C. 

Queen) the new church was opened across the road from 
the -tormer building. This cOY1greSQ-tior. has 5uccessfuIl13 
hosted a wi n+er wee kend -tor teenagers -For mo,,':1 Ijears, If is 

one of the few churches t"'emainif\g in the d istn'ct that still 
holds wood cuttin9 bees. At the time of writi n9 Rev. sterlin9 
Cooper is the pastor and holds the record for the longest 
period of 5ervl ce in +hat capac.ity In this ChurCh 's his+or~. 

The. 'R~de Centennial Free Methodist" C~u",ch 

G..-ondpc:v Senz;",ger and 
his dou9hte.r' Edith Goheer'\ 
on the chul"ch 5teps about 
IQ4-0 - thei,.. testiMony Jives 
on +oday, 

Cooper's Falls 
In 18ql-q2 thet"'e were Free Methodist 5ervices held at 
Cooper's Foils) first in Q., rented hallfrom which the 
preachers were ev,'ctecl) and then in MCNab's Bar Room 1 

The bar owner a nd his 
+am; 1'1 90t converted and 
many more people come 
under the influence of'the 
90speL In lBQY. Q IdtJe 
frame church WQS built 
j r) C 10 Se prox If>"); +~ to st, 
George's An9JicQr1 Church. 
There is one commemDra+ille 
senll'ce each year noW at 
the Cooper S Fa 11s Free Me+h­
odisf Church. 



other Free Methodi st c.hurches 

Baysville- Mr, William Curran r-eN1eN"\bered) and church Y"ecords 
confirM, the existence of Q Free Methodist chur"ch here. It 
was part of' the Brace bridge cI'rcuit and was located near 
what is known toda4 as Kokkas' Corners. It was active 
in the 1880's and J8QO's. 

Gr-avenhurs+ When Free Methodism CQrIle here in early }t:too) 
thi s was a rough lumber; ng town. After severcd months of 
revival ~e~tin95 ClJ church WClS organized, meeting rlrs+in 
a store buddi(9) then at the West Gravenhurst Mei-hod,.st 
Church just bet'ore thelj bui Jt a cement block church in 
town. In the e.ort<j sumMer of that same [Jeor; IQ03) w 
verlj succ.essfu J camp meetinq iY) town. neited eVen mOr"e 

converts. The church re+ainea its POSition in town unti J 

on unfo rtunate rire destroH-
ed the interior of the buik;l- [ 
i ng in Iqq 3 • A Ithough the 
group met,. n various places 
after- that, in Fe.bruar~ Iqq5 
the Gro\lenh urst Ft"'ee Methodists 
ama IgQrY'lated wit~ Bracebn'dge 
forrnin9 New Hope Free Met'hod- 0 

.!' ist chu rch with Rev. Peter Turscv 
as pastor. Shown on the left 
.above is the IQ03 Church that 0 
contained much lumber in its r' 
strUcture froM the former L 
Seve!'"n Br"idge Church. The 
lower photo is or Mljola SCheU lJ 
and the Rev. Beth Hankinson L 
who was pastor here from 
lq b 7 to 1 CJ7.2. M~oJQ provid- [ 
ed the eictures and Jots 
of helpful i nfoY'" rn a+iof) +oo! 

l 
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Pine La ke - The Rev. F. R. Dow served his fj rst pastorate in 
G:>ra"enhurst froM 19:20 to }q13 but he be90n +0 walk out 
to the little community co IJed Pine Lake) beyona west 
Gr-QI/enhurst. Mrs . .Jo~c.e Sche 1) writes - ~1. The l\Ja rrows people 
weY'e mostly Free Methodists Q nd held servic.es ,'n the. 
ho~e5 a."d the Lon9 Point school un+i I +he~ were, a ble to 
budd a ),tHe church i r) I q.2 2 near Pine La ke not far from 
the schooL" This li*Je white frame churc,h under the pines 
was aTtend ed one summer blj Lucy M. MontgomerlJ and the 
se1'tinC3 was used in her book lIThe Blue Cas-t/e." The church

J 

shown here on the left, wa 5 

closed about fift~ ~ears '~ter 
but it wo 5 the scene of rnof\~ 
We 1I remem be-red serv icesJ j ncludin9 
those of Mr. Horace 8rQdle~. The 
picture 00 the.. 

r'"ght is of l'dnf1 
Sche.lI (so n 0 f 

~""'-' M~olClJ Schell) and 
L~ndCll Cowo n. she. 

lafer rY'\orried John kirk (son of Oscar of'td 
Doris who attended the Bra.cebridl3e Free 
Methodist Church) and thelj both bec.ame Free 
Methodisf min;ster5. L'dndev got her sfort at 
the Pine Lake free tv1et~d;5f Sunda~ School. 

Severn Bridse Free Methodist - The eorhest known Free Method­
ist District Camp Meetings we-re heJd at Braceb,...idge) Gravenhurst 
and Huntsville in J8qqJ IQOO, and ,qOI (althou9 h these churches 
parTicipated in camp meetil'l95 outside fv1uskoka Joeginfljf").9 with 
Crown Hi II in 188lo). HDusey's Rapids \.Va s added fo the roster 

of sLlch meetings jf) 1'128. In 
lQ5.2 a Y-acre. site at SeverY) Bridge 

was purchased, from which 100 

J095 were cut into Jumber) plane~ond 
u sed in the buiJdinq of the taber­
nacle - which is still in use. 
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ChoY'"les Taze Russell WQS the founder of what ,'s'" now [ 
Jehovah's Wi+nesses and the energetic admin,'strotor that 
oversaw its world - wl'de or9onization. The naMe Jehovah'S 
Witnesses was taken in Iq31 - up unti I that time they had 
been knowtI as Mi JleniaJ Downists, International Bible students C 
Associ ation) a~d earlier st; 11) Russellites. Ra ,'sed as QJ 

Congre9a+i~noljst7 Russell early rejected the teaching on 
eternal punIshment ana at age eighteen orgonized a Bible 
class in Pittsburgh) PennsyJvoniaJ tha+even+ualJ<1 became 
Zjo~ 's watch Tower Tract Societlj in 1884-. In ISqlo -me watch­
tower Bible and Tract Socie+'1 became the focal point of the 
orgonizat"on with its now fam; liar pieces of lifera+ut'"e known 
as The watchtower and Awake. 

Unt;1 Russell died 1'n lqJb) his speeches swayed many as he 
denied rn~n,Y of the c:ordinaJ ~octr;ne5 of the ScriptureS J such 
os the Tnnl+fd, the de'+f1 of Christ) etc. Upon hI'S death I t~e 
helm of Jeadership was manned by JudgeJoseph Fronklin 
Rutherford whose blasfs Qgainst c.hristendom reverberated 
over rod io wave 5) of'ld through bOOKS as welJ as phono­
graph recordings. The loiter were used b~ Wi+nesses in 
homes that +he~ gained entry to, bringing Qj portable record 
pla~er with them, 

Local congregations of witnesses meet in Kin9dom Halls 
+0 1\ pu.61I'sn" their faith, as well os give testimonlj through 01 

remarkably comprehenSive and we.lI-re~earsed m(ssl'onar~ 
effort whe:e every meMber ,i5 OJ minis+e,r, Three kingdorY) 
Halls exist In MU5'KOko) one If) each maIn town, 

The Aigomcu Missfonary News of Oc.tober) JCf07, gives us Of) 

earl~ glimpse of'. fheir presence i n Muskck~ around U:fing -
Ton. The column' st hod been tr-av eJJJ'n9 WIt)' the An911can 
Bishop and reported "A rough rt'de. ove.r what seeMed 
like more of ~ bush tra; I than Q., roa d and Q/ kind welcome 
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at the house. of fri;nds who follow and s+rof1gIIj adVDca ,e 
the" Millenial Dawn persuQs,'cn were features on ..August 13T1J, 
The country is overrun wi +h' persuas ions' 0 n d I noti on 5' of 
a Il kinds, and the Church m"ght we/J Jearn OJ Jesson from 
the ag9ressiveness and earnest advocacy of those who 
hold erroneouS views. " 

In Brace.bridge their" N\ee+ings we("e held in rented q,uarter-s 
on MonitobQJ street (first in the 1 .. B.5.fl .. Hall in the 5ibbett 
Block) then the W.I. Rest Room buildi"g) until a, klr'tgdam 
140 " was bui It on Spencer street in the m,·d-Iqso's. 

J-Iuntsvi lIe kingdom 
Hall was opened on 
Thanksgiving week­
end of I q 8'b} re­
pJoCif\9 on older 
buildi nf3 that eXist­
ed further'" no rfh 
on Muskoka District 
Road #3, 

. ! j 
' I • "1 

i 

Gravenhurst kingdom 
H Q II was b u i 1+ j Y) J QS2 , 
Tne congregation 
fOl""rne,.1 y share d 
the eracebridge -Foc-
i 11'+y on Spencer S+reet . 

Bra cebrJ"dge 
Kingdom HaJJ 
we 5 lou; It on 
4-) 5, a Y"I d ~ th. 
in jqQ:ldurJ'ng 

-the month of 
June. Jt is od­
ually midway 
between the 

town and the v;lIa.ge of Falke~bur9. One of the -tamill'es /on9 
Q ssocia+ed with -this congregation was that of the Moores, 



Lutheran CiS 

Ori9ir)ally) "lutheron" was a term ofder,'sion us"-ed bLj 
the. opponents of Martin Luther (1483-154-10) in the days of 
the Protestant Reforma+io r). L u+her's teach; ngs of jus7ifl­
cation bSlfa',th and the p,-jesthood ofoJJ believers become · 
the cornerstone of a w hole new reJ i 9 j OU 5 5 ~steYY) that pro­
tested -the. teachings of the established Roman Cathal/'e 
Church. 

The f',ret Lutherans to -touch Co()odian so; I were Scandinavl'ans, 
The~ were part of on expedition sentoutfrofYl DenmCJrk in 
liDlCJ to -try and discover a "short route II to India". J hove V/'S­

ited the site at the mouth of the Church; II Rj ver at Hud son 
Bay where the Lutheran pastor conducted Q., Chris-tmas 
service for the iJl-fated v0'10ge. The first permol')€nt Can­
adian Lutheran Church was established in Nova Scof/"a jf) J755, 
st.John's of t-Ilorn'sburg was Ontario's -First. Jt was built in 
1188. 

In -the eod~ days of pioneering jt was usua J for the Lu-fh­
eron peDpl~ +0 -torfY\ a sepor-afe se-H-letY'lent where they 
spoke their own language o""d sought to keep their own 
cul1ure and tradition5. This holds true in MuskokQ) (and 
Parry Sound) where tvorwegion Lutherans orC]on I'zed Q.J cong­
regotion at Parry Sound in J87~) GerMan Lutherans erec1t:d 
a lovel~ log chapel ,at Germanicv if) ,Draper Towr17hip) and 
Danish and tVorweglan Luther"'ons bUilt Q.J church If') (?;rallen-

hurst in The lSgQ's: But the~ didnlt olw()~5 do that eit~er'J 
because. the IcelandIc Lutherans at Hekkla went MethodIst; 
the Morrison Township Lutherans went-to the Sparrow Lak~ 
Presb~ter-iatl c.hurch, and at BardsvdJe we learn thl's from 
the "A19oma Quarterly" of March I> J 871&> - " ••• q most heorty 
and encoura9ing ..• (service) was held at Bordsvi Ile. There, Q 

knot of Germans hove decided +0 unite with the EngJ/'sh 
c.hurchmen .•• +0 attend Q., common serv,'ce conducted portl~ 
If) German by ell German Lay-Reader) and par-til} in En91"Sh 
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by ().J Canadian, alter-()ating t-heparts on alternate 
" Sund a ys. .r 

The Gr-o venhurs+ Lutheran Church wo 5 located Ofl Sharpe 
street on proper-tl.j beside what j 5 now the high school. 
AJthough the Anglicans bOLlght it in lq2) and used it 05 Q 

par ish ha' ') it surv i ved a-f+er that 0 S (lJ Boy SCO(.l+ H Q ) I, 
then -fjno IIlj met ds demise. Anna Mljers once told me of 
its kitchen tabJe pulpit and kitchen chairs that served as 
seats for mo (es on one si de of the rOOM ond fema /es Or) 
the other. 

The 5urviving Lutheran Church is in Germanieu and it cel­
ebrated its centennial,!') Jqil. Covered for ldears with Q 

dull ~rey exterior reminiscent of rolled roof,'n9,and rnos+l~ 
hidden by trees and brush, -the visitor is now treated to 
(L, well-restored log building t~at is in plain view. The. 
cemetery adjacent to the buddir;q gives silent testimony 
of the many German families thafonce populated this part 
of Muskoka. Services are still conducied in the church but 
the minister does not r'eside here in-rhe community. 



Pentecos+g I Cf7, 

The initial Pentecostal QWO kening of the rY"lodern "'-era sterns 
from Q., revl'va J he Id i () a n old) d iJapl' dated Method i sT r 
Church of) AZUS(L 5treet in Los Angeles, CaliforniQJ. The'dear L 
was IqDb, Shortly affer that It entered Canada thy-oug h 
the Hebden l\1(ssion in Toronto. Over- the nextf'e w ~ears 
this moveMent) with its eYYlphasis on "speaking in tonguesJ" 

spread throughout many parts of Ontario. A group of min~ 
Ister-S representing various i ndependen+ assemblies got to­
gether with the purpose of fbrm)'ng some t'dpe of affilja,-
+ion whereblj Q., form of-church government could be es-r-
ablished. A DJminl'on charter was granted on Malj ll) 19JQ, [ 

thus 9,vi(')9 birth to -the Pentecosta J Assemblies oT CanadQ/ 
(P. A.D. CJ> the largest of many Pentecostal denominations. 

About OJ tJe.ar before that event) the first Pen+ecos+al 
rneet"f'lg s in Muskoka were held at Huntsville by' Mr, and 
Mrs. J, E, Sharpe. For severa I ljears ihe group met in prj­
vate hOMes until it became nec essary to rent lodge halls, 
or roomS in renovated buildi ngs) to hold the crowds. 

Bethel Pentecostal Tabernacle (Huntsvi He) 
So it WQsn't un+i 1 around lq 37 that Q.., Pen+ecos+a} Church 
buildi"9 of their own becorf'le ell reality - and evert the,... the 
money was scarce and the nei ghbors tooK up OJ petit .. on 
against it! Rev, J, H. Blair) the district superintendent, ded­
icated this building on Coro line street and iTS successor 
on West st, That opened 
in Jq 51. In ICJ1 S) The 
aMbitious project that 
produced the current 
Bethel Tabernacle got 
underway on Silverwood 
Drive. If opened i+s [ 
doors in IQSO. 

[ 
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Wellington street Pentecostal (Br-ocebridge) 98, 

George Bombay was 110 /dears old when he began to"'-preach I" 
the Herald Hall in Bracebridge during the eQrl~ tQ20's. J-Je 
had heard the Pentecosta I message af tent Meet,'ngs ,'r) 

the area, held b~ the J. E. Sharpes) and the mold of his 
life was set. Along with hi's brother RJ·c.hard,he pastored 
what was first called the Latter-Rai() AssembJ~ group that 
evey)+LJall~ became known as 
Bethel Ta-bernac 1e> locate.d an 
the site of the -torMer- HoJiness 
Move men+ ChOope.1 on Ontario 
street. A new church W05 bui It 
here in Iqy. 5. PI'ctured in front 
of that buildif'l9 in tQ510 ore Mr. 
Joe STe\Je.nson (Q., local po/fc.e­
man) and Rev. Marsha II v. Shields, 
pastor from Jq5 J to lq5lD. Mr. 

Shields writes" On the occasfon 
of the Coronation of our pre­
sent Queen Elj20beth IT in Jq~3) it feJJ to IY'\lj lot +0 brln9 
the address to a gotherif)9 of 1500 in the Brocebridge 
Arena; •.• I could conforM +0 formal occasions even +0 the 
extent of we.arin9 0/ borrowe d robe - ha hQJ." In Iq13 

the congregation bUi Jt OJ new structure on WellIngton 
street and ad o pte d . -~ 
another new no Me ., , 
(for the thl'~d fi me) 
which i 5 Well if'\gton 
street Pentecostal 
Church. 1+ wa 5 

dedicated on March 
ID"Q/5 



Moc Tier 

Meetit'l9.s Were held in the Town Hall in this village by Rev, 
Manley Higgin.s Qt')d his wlf'e in [Q31. Many peopJe gained 
on intereST in the revival in two WOlj5 -for"" SOfY)e it was 
Q, positive spiri+ual experience buT for others) those Pent­
eCDstals were simply +00 noisy ~ undaunted) OJ lot was obtain­
ed) logs were c.ut) lUMber was sawed and blj Decembe.r) Ict35) 

the church was done. It remains Of) the on'gina} sd'e but the 
building has been enlarged, Q6 the p"crure reveals. The min­
"s+er from Jq71-?5 was Rev, Robi11 Cruickshank) Shown here with 
his wife Carol) ~oun9 daughter c.hn's and son Re9-

~ 

I 

New life Pentecosta I Church 
Th is i 5 Q.J ver~ recent wo,...k) havi ng begun in ,qqO. The build-
1''19 hoe ~ histor'j of beln9 01 well-l<nown restaurant called 
The outpost", faMOus for '": . ~ 
iig .pried chicken and § 
baked Alaskcv desse,...ts ::: 
(' washed Sauce pans 
here ;f\ IQIoI as Mlj +.'rst 
SumMer job). ~ow 
spir;tua J food is bei ng 
serVed hef"6) just south 
of Gravenhurs+. 
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Presb';Jterian hiS+OYY is Jonq and complex. I+s roofs go back 
to the J 500's +0 Q m~n no me d John CoIl/in) whose theology 
placed great empha 51 s on the soverel'gn+lj of God. J-hs teach­
ings greotl~ influenced John knox who become cv powerful 
political a nd religious Jeader in Scotland. He led the Protestant 
ReforfY"\o+ion there where -the Presbyter; an church became 
the state religion if') 15100. It is no-r surprising then thaT 
P,..esb~terianisrY1 came first to Canada.,. through Nova .5cO+ICl; 
( ~ew scotland) in the 1700's. 

Presbyter; ans bui 1+ ~ church and manse; n O,...il1iClJ in 185/ 
which eventually provided a base from which the frontier to 
the north could be evan gell'zed. I n those doCJs the Presbyter­
iaf'lS were cv divided people. There were several Presb~en'a,.., 
denominations and they were onfagonistic to one another) 
however) j n 1815 they united and become the Presbytenan 
Church in CanadQ). But N'\ore than ten years be-tore this 
Q.J fevJ Presb~terian fami lies had been gather; ()9 for serv(ceS 
if) a.. store down river from North Falls (Brocebridge). 

The +\\10 oldest Presbyten'on Churches in Muskokw ore shown 
below. On the lefi; Bracebridge - built on kif)g st, ci("CQJ I Bb5j on 
the right) Cairn's Church at AllensviJle~circQ.; 18IP'=» the site is 
identified noW a 5 the M" Nichol Cemete r'::f. 
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The Presbyterian message went out in at least this man~ 
localities in Muskokcv) and no doubt this lIsf is incomple-te. fl 
The dates indicate when churc.hes were bui It) jf known. The L 
* means it is (J) currently octille Presbyferion congregation. b h r 
Allensvi lie - Cairn's Church 18(010 ;fr-afY)e church near- schoollater)9~~e. 
Aspdin - late 181D's (became united) - QV"\nual ser-vice 

Ba la - on'gina J ISQ3 (lafer burned 1 but \Vas then United) [ 
- J Q2io Burgess Mem oria I t\ spite c.hurch I, ) f'lOW Baptist C 

BO~5Vi lie - 189 2. (become united) re9ular use 

Beatrl'ce - J8iC'S ;, tort') down N\Q,.,y dec.ades a90-ceMe.+e,..~ remoins 

*"Bracebridge- 18io5 frame) 187b relocated then burned j Jq32 current 
Brown's Brae - ISQI (became United) +or,... down in /qlD'l-

Chaffey - 1878 (west of Novor) - torn down 

Dee Bank - 1870'S; sold for OJ school in ISqs j now (;I dwelJ"f"I9 

Deer Lake - 1980's no church but used on old school -long gone 
Dorset - 'aq'f (became Unite d) regu lar use 
Ow ig hi - ISSg (became united) tort'\, down; nomed st, Peter's 0 
Etwe II - moved frOM Hoodstown in the J aqo's (became United);gofle. 

FrQ~erbur9 - 1884- (becoMe UniTed) SumMer-use now 0 
*Gro\lenhurs-t - 18"18 current 
*'HuntsviJle - 187b frarfle burned j relocated brick jsqS;cu,..,-e"t 0 

Hoods+own -late IS70's(moved to Efwell. becQrI'Ie United; close-d Iq5Q} 

lake Joseph- ,qotf (now a Communi+~ church-st.lrflMeronl'y) 
Locks - J 8q3 (becoMe United) regular use 

Mu 5 koka Fa lis - 187 J (bec.a Me United) regular use [ 

f'V1c Intosh - 1870'S - ~ preaching place short-lived nea .... Portcarlif1<J 
Norway POint - ,Q08 (collapsed in JQ'i3); rebu,'lt, SummerjCoMmuni+tj [ 
Novar - 19q 5 +0 replace chQffe~ (beca me United) regular use 

Peninsula,., - circQ.l 188:1.. (neoar Port Sandf'ield) now gone [ 
*Port Corll'f'l9 - 18710 -oldest Presbyterior) Church in use in MuskokCl/ 

Port Sydney - '885 (bec.ame United) regula .... use 
R05seou - 1818 (becon'1e United) rEgula,.. use 
ROIJrnond -ISQO (becoVY\e United) torn down [ 
5 parrow La ke - 1880 (becaMe Un;ted) 5u NWy\er use 
South Partage·}Q02 (becaMe Un;ted) now 0. dweJl""13 [ 
Ten MI')e Bay - 1885- tor~ clow" at the tIme o-P union in 1Q2S;St. Pauls 

'* Torrance - lq/~ "cottage church" still in regular use l 
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Uffi ngton - 188S now gone.; was across froff) the MethodistChufCh 
utterson - circa; IQCO - become cu manse before uniq.nj Bone 

* Vankoughnet- J 8QO frame j later bricked j now enlarged) currer,t 
white5i de -, gqO ;doubled as an Orange t/aJlj rt)Qter-iol used o+'5annockburn 

Wind errf"'lere - J aqO's neQ" A()glican Churchj Torr) down afTer union 
Zis kCll - 1810 15 ) once called Mon k (SIC) Church j torn dowf)j cairn if) 
Mal+g- Kilworthlj areQ/ of' Morrieofl TWpj closed in Iqoq, cemete.ry 

The folJow,n9 resort5 or summer hotels also accoModated 
Pres byteri 0 n 5ervi ces duri ng the tourist season: 

I. Beaumoris Hotel-in the music haJlfrorf) laq~ un+i I 
Jq25 when the hotel burned 

2. killiecronkie - JSqtf 'I. Craigie lea House Jsq'f 
3.5+onelj Brae - JSq'l 5.GJenifer Braes ISQID. 

(whet) the La ke Joseph Presbyterian Church opened in IQoLf 
it was possi ble to phose out senll'ces in the 'Qtter fou r 
SUmmer +oun's+ homes.) 

It should be noted that Il The Church of'the keffles /l 
Q nd Ban­

nockburn church also had Presbyterion studen1s c.onducf ser­
viceS for them jf) -their formative stages, 05 did Norway Point. 

Rev. Allan FindlQlj 
Rev. Findlay came to Muskoka in 
1815 OY'ld served his church from 
Bracebridge, not o,.,l~ as pastor 
of Brocebridge, 2iskcu) and Muskokcv 
Fa Us) but as mission 5uper;nterd­
e-nt. He had -the oversfght of at 
least 33 mission stations which 
he would endeavour +0 v 15;+ tWice 
each year 1'0 help strengthen and 
build them up. For his effort 
a~d sacn'fi ce he earned $'700 
Q, year. He. went of') +0 become 
Su~rvisor of Missions for ~ew 
Ontario 



103. Brace bridge - J<nox 
The Rev. Jim Thomson) minisTer- at 
knox froM ICHo8-JQQ5) co""-rnments 

that the. or'gina J (kin9 street) church 
was 50 drafty that it was " almost 
h02 ard ous +0 one IS hea Ith to VI'S it 
it jn the wi nter month5!" B~ IS lID 
they were able to replace it with 
this frame sfruc+ure that had ClJ 

'7Q Toot tower and steeple. Locaied 
at the cornel'" of Guebec. and MC­
Murro,? stree-ts, it was here j n Iq25 

thQt the vote -tor c.hurc.h un ion was 
OJ close co JJ: Sq yes +0 101 no. Al­
though the bui 1dinl3 then contin­

ued 05 OJ Presbyterian Church, in Januar~ Jq31 it was rO"Qg­
ed bl::f fire. Despite economic depression) and the illness and 
subse~uent death of their minister) the.. staunch Preshyterians 
dedicated their new bric k Church in october) It:} 32, Here C 
+raditiona I +urke~ suppers have been served for decades dur-
ing the Thanks9ivin9. season. Many wi}l also recall the vibrant 
singinq of the Canalelight ServI'ces near Christmas. shown from 
the -~oCk ro~:. P.l<i,.k} ~.Horn:n9ton, O.kirk} D.MQC)JQughton, 0. Mckinle~J !:Z. OQwkins) J. 
ThwQltes, J. 0 Br'~n, G. "QIS} f.k,rk I C. Harrington. l. Scott J F:.'Denniss)J.Rnderson/e. Parro'tf) 
f> . HOMMond, M.JQ~kson).J. VjnC'~nt I I.. HOMmond/ e. VonHue'IoVldk, M. Wines) V. Kirk (orgonisf and 
cho;rmcuter), M.wh,te, fileen Mqson. 
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G Y"Q\len hurst - Knox 

Thi 5 old photo shows 
the Grovenhurst 
Pre5b~ter;on Church 
in the background 
duY"; "9 the Iq 15, May 
14th. celebration 

101.}. 

of Queer! Victoria 1,5 

bi rthday. Although 
We may celebrate 
dif.peref)+'~) that . 
historic board and baffen bui ldin9 ;s stilJ there servi()9 

today's congregotion. It was the energetic Rev. ftlJan Find-
IQ,:/ who organizedthis church, d~jn9 50 in 1875 sheri-It) af­
ter he came +0 MuskokClJ. The bUilding WQS erected ,'n 1878, 

ond,os shown below) dt;'es not appear much different now, 
other than the spi re 1 -

has been reN"loved. 
Knox congreqat,.on 
built 0/ beautifu I 
frame manSe in 1880 ". 
on John street. It 
became home to 
Rev. and Ml"'s. Malcolm 
N. Bethune - he befn9 
a one -time student 
minister in Muskoka 
when he helped +0 
bui Id the Presbyterian 
c.hurches at B0tj5vi/le and Fraserburg, The Befhunes came 
+0 knox in ISSq and if) ISQI the; i famous son) Norman, wa 5 

born. (Later In fhis boo k under Gravenhurs+ United "there are 
detai' 5 of' how this manse has become Bethune Memor .. a I 
Hou 5e in IQ16·J From Jq~5- 1Q35, after church union) this bui Id­
in9 was actudJlfJ owned by the I.O.O. F. QV'1d it WdS thee; who 
removed the bell tower. The Presbyterians purchased -their 
church back in Jqas. 



/05. Huntsvi lie - st. Andrew'5 
If was said by,folonel 

D.M. Grant (;n IQ3.2) that 
" J n the early days of 
I-lun+svdle if was almost 
wholly due to the efforts 
of Capto i n Hunt that rel­
igious services were sfarf­
ed and continued ... On 
the roth. of June) )8loQ) ••• 

he opened the first Sab­
bath schoo I. .. " Hunt's 
109 cabjn WQS open to 
preachers of anf:1 denom-

ination and in this way as well) settlers had the opportunity of 
devotional servi ces. The first work on the Presbyterian Jcrr for 
the church was done jn November) 18bq) by Captain Hunt but it 
"wos in this year of grace 1871D) that the erection of+he church 
commenced with only Slg to the credit of the build"nq commit-
tee ... the contract ... was let +0 Richard May forfhe extravagant 
sum of $13. " And the records showed not a cent of de.btowing on 
the bUilding at year's end. (The Forester) May l'f) JSgq) This church 
burned in Jaqlo dU(ing the pastorate of 'Rev. James Sieveright) whos~ 
~orte, ironi co l1y) was building churches ~ It was then that the cong­
regation moved west of the. riverJ 

f'lrs+ to 5n~der's Ha II) then to their 
new bn'ck church in Apr; I) J aqs. With 
little exterior c ha r1ge.) it sti Jl serves 
there today. At the time of the vote 
on uoion in Jq~5J ihe Presbyterions 
were ver~ decisive, polling Jl for 
and &>3 ogainst.> Q reflec1fon no 
doubt of the scholorl~l conscient,ous 
mff'l/sters that had graced the pul­
pit of sf. Rndrew's in the c rue; a I 
years JeacAin9 up to that poInt. . 
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Port Carlin9-I<nox IOf.p . 

. Rev, Rt'chard Topping WQS 

called to this pastoral 
c.horge (with Torronce) it) 
IQQ3, He hos kindly allow­
ed me to use jnformation 
'ProrY) two brochures which, 
amon9 other things) give 
ht'ghllghts of history. 

Knox Church had its hum­
ble beginnings in the 
Po lar sta r Hotel) CfrCCU 

o 1872. At that time thr-ee 
elders were ordained. A gift of property from the Bailey 
Estate was mode to the congregation, and Knox Church was 
er-ected i r: 18 lto ( +hu~ rna k ; tl9 it the 01 de st coni-iYluQ lJy used 
Presbytenan Church I n Mus koka,., at the present Time). Don­

ations of material and labor were made bid the congre9Q,­
tion. The 5ummer- people were olso generous In givin9 
ty)one~ and materials) among them the bell and belfry_ 
In )q;}7 the bui Iding was moved back twen+~-fj\le feet 
and placed on OJ basement. Fortuflatel':;J the fire of IQ3/, 
which destroljed the business section of Port Corlin9Jdrd 
not burn -~~e church) however) a 1/ the earl'd church records 
met their demise in that bJa 2e .. 

Difficult times came after seven years in the new church 
and Knox was -Forced to close its doors I'n JB83 due to Jock of 
funds. Two yea rs later it re-opened and Jonat han Goforth 
WQS aSSigned as student minister - a man who later spent 
~'7 'dears j n Chincu as CL missionary. AJmost 300 stud ents 
and ordained clergLJ hove ministered hel""e) includi()9 Rev. 
Shirle~ Jeffrey (appointed in IQ,2) > the -first woman to be 
ordained by the Pre6byterion Church if') Conad.cvo In IQ'77 

the church facilities Were upgraded and pIons ore now 
being made for an addition to the building. 



107, Tor-r-once- Zion 

The Presbyterian Church in Torrance 6egon wifhout an4 [ 
church building. 1+.5 beginnings are to be found fn the 109 
schoolhouse in wh,'ch Q.; Sunday School was started in 187'5. 
Students from Knox College~ coming +0 serve in Ba}Q/l started 
Sunday morning servfce5 in the school foo) moving to homes 
duri()9 the wi()ter months, )n }q15 OJ Jot was acqujred from 
William Jestin and Qj plan Wa5 procured to build the "co7tage 
church, II The entire community wos canvassed to raise funds 
and in this the ladies of the oreQ/ played no smaJ} part. 50) ,'n 
the faJI of }qJ5) the work begon. On Sunday) A-ugustloth.) 
,qUo) Zion Church was dedicated. 

o 

A 'thorough sprinB hoosecleol'\"n9 An earlier view of 2ion's inter-I'or befcre 
wos the order oVthis day! t'r\odern furnishings wef"e odded. [ 

60th P icture~ provided by Rell. Topp.'"tj 
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Vankough,..,et- st. Davids 

Here in Vankoug hne+ in pioneer days 
Presbyterians gathered +0 sing psalms of praise. 
They wanted ClI church) so In God's great pIon, 
He 'nudged' David Gray to offer some land. 
Their first good intentiof) (and in th,'s there's no shame)1 
Was to bu; ld out of logs) but, instead it was frorfle. 
Before it was finished) 'tis quite sad +0 sa~, 
The~ a*ended the. funeral of Mr. Dave Gray. 
And 50 in his honor) and as well of WelshfameJ 

Thelj decided the church was st. DavId's by name-. 
The~ a II worKed together to get the job done 
And blj eighteen ninety) the \) ic+orlj was won. 

That neat liitle churc.h am,ds+ forest so thick 
In nineteen eleven the~ dec; ded to brick. 
But then came the day ~--~-
It was time +0 ex pond ---
On went on addit,.on 
To bui Iding and land. 
That great August day 
Nineteen e ig},flj - four: 
It century of worship­
And preporinlj for more. 

Re\!. A. Boyd is the 
currerrt" minister 0+ 
st". David's. 

/ '411 ..• 
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Some PresbyterIan Churches of The Past 
Bala.. 

In response t~ the church 
ot BoJa becofY); Y1g ell 

United Church in Iq :25, 
0.1 9t-OUP of Presbtjterian 
J oyaJists withdrew and 
built this stone edjf,'ce 
near the fa lis) M idwotJ 
between the Unj ted 
and Anglican c.hurches. 
It lafer closed ond is 
now Q.I 8ept; s+ chu rc. h, 

Courl"es~ of Bob Pet,.y 

Coul"'t"e~y &f ~~rthQ/ ~ober'hon 

United Church before that. 

Brown's Brae. 
Bui It in ISq} this church was 

) 

closely Qssoci ated with the John 
Robertson -Forni ly from its 
inception. Known os"Gibson II 

Presbyterian Church) it was 
part of the Baysv; Jle- Dorset 
Circuit. Ifs his+or~ is also tied 
in with the Norway Point church. 
"Gibson" church was tort) down 
j n JqlD'+, but it had long been a; 

Raymond 
This church 'NOS built in ISqo) but the earlier 5ervl'ces were held 
at s. s. # I Watt b the same student rnissionari es that served 

Beatrice and Dee BanI< 
... : churches. In Jq:25 it be-

• • Of. - come united and continued 
, +0 hold c.hurch for 40 more 

years. Early supporters were 
the Ham; Itons MCNees Ham-

J ) 

melt~, C.odes) Nutts, Rawsons, 
Wilsons, ond Fry.s. 

[ 
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Porta.ge Church 
The Portage ch urc.h was 
opened; n I QO,2 and remo,'ned 
~ Presbyterian a ppoi ntment 
unti J }QJ8. After that it was 
under the Hi flslde MIssion 
whl'ch ultimately, becaMe part 
of the. United church. The 
church was closed) then sold if\ 

IqlD 8. It was located near the 
Lake of Bo'::fs near the. southern . 

I JO, 

terminus of the "Portoge Railwa~." (Photo:Vem Campbell) 

UHerson 
Or th i s church, Mrs. Enid 
Brown writes - ''' ... built 
around Iqoo. It flour"Ish· 
ed f'or Q nUMber of 
years ...• , By }CJ J8 the 
Methodists and Presby· 
terlons decided +0 be­
come one. so this church 
became a manse. It 
WO 5 located sO\.lth aT 

the current post office although it ;5 no longer ;'1 ex istence. 

Windermere 
The Dee Bank Pfesbyteri Ofl was 

sold to become. OJ school in 
ISQS. Mr. Henry Longhurst says 
'" The Presbyterion congre9at"on 
bu; It thei r church at WindertYle~e 
and carried on until church union." 
It was taken down after that time. 
The location was on a rise of 
land across from the Anglican 
chur-ch. C.aul'"te5~ of fd. Pau/e'tte. 



/1/. 
2iskCll 
A stone cairn was er'ected on the property of th~ Z ,'sklll 
Presbyterian (Ioter United) Church and ceMetery to honor 
.24 pioneer families of this port of Monck Township. l"1r, 
Harry Jock son of the Township Cemetery Board was aSsisted 
by Mr. Roy Oaten on this particular project. The cairn was 
built using the church foundation stones, as the build!,)!] [ 
hod been demolished, Tnese events took place in IQ75. 

~~~~~a"n The z,skOJ congregat,'on 
waS OJ very earJIj one in 
Muskoko IS Presbyterl'on 
rrll'ssions. One ocr.e of land 
WQS donated for SI.OO h'j 

Jonn Thompson on Novem­
ber ~O) 1873 to trustees 

.....-~John Speed ieJ Angus Bla c k, 
and James killen. The first reguJa .... pastor was Rev. AllaY) 
Findlolj. Services contlf1t.Jed on a consistent bas/'s up unt,'/ 0 
the Second World War. 

80ck row: Jewel Skinner) Ernie GOlt2, Mrs, Goltz, Charlie kaye) Willie ElfJin9J ? , 
Mrs, Charlie KO!Je, Mr. lavert~ (minJ'ster) Frot'lt row: AJma kQ~e with Helen 

Jea .... Goltz.) Ethel Skinner with AlAdrey Kaye) Gertrude Ka!:le with bweneth 

kaye) Muriel Skinnef",Jack Lee. (Photo: AlAdreLJ Me~abb) 
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The Roman Catholl'e c.hurch //.:2" 

Mankind repeatedJ~ goes through ex+raord,'narily stirrTn9 times. 
The ':iears froM 1"+50 -to '1050 constituted such Q.J period in the 
history of CanadQ). The arrival of Jocq,ues Carfier in }53Lf 

hastened the rivalry between En9land and France to press 
claims for the newllJ found Jonds of the "New world." Although 
the motives for such expbra+ions Were certain/f:j not re/,'g"ous, 
evenfuatl~ "soldiers of the cross" made their wa~ across the At­
lan+ic and established the Roman cathoJ,'c Church in early Con­
adev. 

Samuel de ChaMplain -tir$t introduced the Order of Recollets 
in 1(015 for the work of conver5io~ and teac.hing by drawing na-t­
(vee, into already se7tled communities, Th,'s did not work. c.ham­
pJain's support then feU to the Jesuit Order whose method ~s 
+0 instruct the natives in their own forni/iar environment Ar­
rivin9 in Ito 25) the Jesuits established Q.) Huron Mission under 
the direction of Fother Jean Bn~beuf and ~ headq.uarters was 
evenfuaUy built caJled stet Marie (near present clay IV,,'d/and). 
A series of aitacks in IlD4-8 - 4-q destroyed the mor-e important 
centres and the saintJy Bn~beuf (ancl others) WClS sJowly and 
horr-ibJy tor-tured to death. The Rorran catholics if) Cor,oda early 
hod their own ff"Iorttjrs and highly revered relics I buf the m"ssion 
ot 5te. Marie was torched and abandoned in Iwl./-q. 

An earl~ o""9Qn"2.at;o~a) point in Canadian Roman catho!"c hIstory 
come in llo5Q when laval was ctppo;"ted Vicar Apos+oll'c of the 
church in ~evJ France, In IiD7t+ he bec.ame+he official Bishop of 
Quebec. Unti I the Diocese of Kingston was erected in 19 2 fD, all 
priests were under the jurisaic+fon (jf the Diocese of Guebec.. 
The earliest ROMon cathoJ,'c mfssion jf) what is now Ontario was 
established at Sandw'-ch (near W,.ndsar) in /IQl, When the far­
flung Diocese of' Peterbo .... ough was erected in 1882) Bracebridge 
was the on/~ parish in MuskokO/ and all others have subse­
o,uentl~ stemme cl-trom that source. 
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Tne inset pl,oto of the old chur'Ch is (! Y 0 G.e",,~ Hitoheock. 

The new st. Joseph's Church on Me MurrQlj street WQ5 

fi'fst used on the -First Sundol:j of AU9us+ in }qfo7, The old 
c hurc.h was de mo/,'s he d fhe. next day, ~ J and marl< that had 
been in Brocebndge sI'nce 187q. In the process of bu ild i n9 
the new church) the original two-storey comb,.ned chapel 
and rectory of ISlb was a 150 done awolj with. If had been 
built about one year affer Bishop Jamot moved hi's head­
quarters here froY)") Sou It 5+e. Marie in 1875. Prev"ous b -that 
time Mass hod been celebrated in private homes b~ priesTs 
from OrilliClJ. It wasn't until -the com,'ng of Fathe .... Michael 
0' Lear~ in Iq II that, Mass was offered e:very Sundo'd- Hi s 
pastorale )Qsfed until one Sunda~ morning in }Qlo3 when 
he died in the church as he was prea chin9' At That ffme 
he was el'gh+~-f'otJr. HI's name lives on with the presence 
of the Monsignor M,'chaeJ O'Lear~ Seporate Schoo l that was 
established at Bracebn'dge in IQ87. It had been his dream 
to have a SeparaTe school ,'n the area but steps taken +0· 
word that goal while he was 5-+;11 alive Were not fn favor with 
the loco) parishioners, so the project was abandoned . .st. Dom­
inic's Catholic Secondor~ School was of-Picialllj opened it) 

temporary q,uoY"'ters 0("\ october ,2Q) IQQ6. 
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M,. 55 ion 0 f St. Anne.) Feno's Poi n+ 114. 

st. Anne's;s the oldest mission connected with the Brace­
bridge Parish, beginniY)9 jf) 1885 when the priest vl·s/'ted 
fOn')',1,'es in the Bruce Lake- Fenn's Po,'nt- Port Carhn9 areQ/ 
ever-y three monfhe or so .. In 18qq Father Timoth'j Collins 
dec; ded to build Q.; sma JI frame chu rch and sacn's+lj on QI 

pl·ece of land beside Lake f\1uskokQ./ donated by Joseph 
Fenn. By Jq;;3 the church became over-crowded So Father 0' 
Leary decided it should be moved to make way for OJ larger church) 
but kept as QI winter chapel. As 'd0u con see in the pfc+ure it 
appears as ~ sma II addition +0 the main church whIch was 
completellj finished in ICl21o. 
In ,Q4-2 +he Dominion Govern- . 
ment builta new wharf near 
the church which WQS an 
a sset to ihose who came. 
+0 church blj boat. Over 
the years) however) prob lem5 
arose structurall~ wiThin 
the building) so much so 
that in Iqq3 the Township 
of' Muskoka Lakes declar-ed 
it closed. Even thoug h 
the cost of restoring -the 
build; n We) s hi' h the 0 'ect went a head as thousands 

of dollars Were r-a,'sed. 
Jack Fenn headed QJ 

group of people who 
hove done a splendid 
job; n renovating the 
church to modern s+oo-
-dards 'det retaining the 
historical characteristics 
that give it iis charn1. 
It trul~ is i'he little church 
that would not die. 



1'15, MissIon of Sf. John the Baptist, Mon'nus 

Hi9h on CL bluff overlooking Lake Rosseau 0/ church w,'th 
twit') steeples was built in JqO). The si"te of the chapel had 
been donated in ISqq blj Wi Iliam Me Naughton) a Protestant. 
The lumber for the or,'g"nal fr-Qme Sec.tion waS broughtin bl1 
boot, and the w hole project had Q/ cost of $ 800. Toda y 
there i5 an extensive Wharf along the shorelif)e but the 
first temporarlj wharf was donated i'n Iq12. The church 
was enlarged in ICf5Lt and prov,'ded with new pews made fr6Tfl 

Muskoka map/e) handcrafted b~ men of the pan'sh, 

Mission of Our Lady of Perpetual Help> 8eaumar-is 
What one brother- (Father Patn'ck O'Leary) stQrteol) the other 
(Father Michael 0' Leary) brother finished wifh the help of 
donations from the IrIsh ~ 
girls who worked for prom- ' . 
lnent Pittsbur9 f'amilfes 'Nho r . 

vacationed at Beaumaris, 
The building was started if) 
IQOq) finiShed in )Ql2,moved 

in the lQ::20's) bricked in 

)q33) then was eventually 
closed affer- the IqLf5 Bea-
rrrari 5 Hotel f'j Y'"e. 
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Mission of st. Michael J R05seau IIh, 
(Parr~ '5ouncl D,'st,..;ct) 

~ 

Before IQIoO, Mass was celebrated in the home 5 of the Bissonette 
and Lalonde fami lies. It was Feather John H"cke~ of BnAcebn'dge 
who broLAghtupthe t'oIeQ.J ofcu chapel i,n Rosseau so a site was 
found that WQS about QI block -froM the maJ'r) Corner5 in the 
vijlage,and itextended to the lake where docking -Facilities 
were located. Under the leadership of EUgene B,'ssoneite the 
bujld;n~ located on the lot (a former butcher shop turned 
motel) was made readlj as cv chapel for- dedicat,.on by the 
Bishop on June I) ,qlt>1. 

Mission of Our Lad~ of The Lake, Craigie LeQ.; 
(Parry SouV'\d p strict) 

Mass was SQ,'d on Mondays in 

the home of Louis Lalonde as 
the eo rl~ record s re\lea I. It waS 

in Iq37 that aUThor; 2afion WQS 

given to bui Id OJ church whic h 
W05 then started) later +0 be 
completed in IQ40 and dedic­
ated on June '1th. by the Bishop. 
This build"nq is located 

, quite eto se to sto" ley House) 
Q; properfy owned 'by -the 
Jesuit or9oni20fion o(\d itWQS 

from here that pr(est5 came 
to celebrate Mass ;n the Summer 



117. Parish of st. Paul. Gravenhurst 

The original st. Pauls) het'e 
on the l'"J'ght) was 6u i 1+ in 
1877, It escaped destruct­
ion by the disostrotJstown 
fjre of 1887. It WQS made 
larger- in IQ03 then reno­
vated Q nd redecorated in 
Iq 37. Besides mini s-terfn9 
+0 regular and SUMmer 
pari s~i oners) i-ts clergy reached further afield as well to the 
sanitorium) prisoners of war camp> patients at the OntoriO 
Hospital l and inmates at the Beaver Creek Correctional Camp. 
In IQ45, st. Paul's was estabhshed 05 (Jj par"sh with Sparrow 
Lake 05 a mission. By ,Q12 property south of the oJd Church 
waS readl:l for the construct ion of Q; new budding "'des"gned 
wdh si'mplicl1':j and openv')ess ." that was In keepin9 with the 
MuskokOJ region. In AU9us+ it was ready tor use. 

Father Joseph Mlcnel) Q., French priest from Uptergrove) visited 
the oreQ) OY"ound GrO\lenhurs+ in /BlD4- and held Mass in var­
ious homes around Sparrow Lak~, but espec.ia Jl~ the hOMe. 
of William Young" Although the main congre9atioV1 WQS 

established 0+ GrQveYlhurst, blj Iql8 Mass wos being celebrated 
more regularllj af Sparrow Lake so it was decl'ded to 
erect a summer church. On the twelfth ofJullj) IQ12, the 
building was started then completed slowly as funds became [ 
available. Sacred Heart Church was fjnall~ dedicated on 
August ", ''130. Thi 5 m,'ssion WaS closed in the earllj JQ70'S. [ 
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Pan'sh of 5t. Mary of the Assurnption, Huntsville 118, 
.,. 

One.of,the. earliest Ca+holic famiJies fo seitle in the vl'cini+~ of 
Huntsville was that of Michael Brennan who homesteaded at 
Port ,S~dne'y a,bou+ ISbO. Despite the fact that regular vl'si+s by 
01 pn est d Idn t happen un+i I I B 15) this -rami 'lj, and others who 
-rollowed) retai ned and practised their faith. Anothe,... station 
-tor Mass in the earllj da~.s was at the Poirier home near Williams-

port. 

If) Huntsvi He itself) Mass was first celebrated in J885 in the home 
of William whyfe who nad just a rri ved fr-om Nova Scot.QJ. Thi r­
teen (jears lofer whert the. fieldstone c.hurch over Jooking Hunt­
er's Bay was opened, the rf'l\'ssl'on onl~ had twenty f'amill'es. 
'nteresfin9J~ enough) no special collections were taken and the 
church was built debt-Pree. In Iq:>31 Hun+sviJ}e was elevated 
+0 a parish with Father- Michael S. O'Brien as pos+or. By then 
there were severo I hundred ItaJian people resl'ding and workinl3 
in Huntsvi IJe. Fa+her O'Brien was ClI wise cholce for priest 
because he had spent three years in Rome before hiS ordin­
ation (in JqUt» and had acq,uired excellent usage of the Italian 
language. 1n the post-war erQ" the old church increQs;n9J~ 
was unable +0 cope with the Sunday mornin9 crowds So new 
property was sought. The new st. Ma .... y's was opened on 
JUf)e 22, '9~O. A recfory was added to thIS Centre street 
c hu rc h i n I q 11. The 
old church wa 5 sold 
in lQl0 and ffnaUy 
was taken down. 

St. Mary's Sepo'rate 
School was esto b­
I,shed in Huntsville 
in the IQaO's) bein9 
part of the Nipisslo9 
Distric.t RC.5cnooJ 
f>OQrd. 



Mission of st, George. Boysyi/le. 

Before Fa-t her- Jamot WQS transferred from Brocebdd'ge to be­
come the fir5t Bishop of the PeTerborough Diocese) he suggested, 
1('\ 1881, fha+ Q; church be bui tt ot Baysvi lie. A committee) con-

~ sis+ing entire)lj 
t of 5mi+h fomillj 

rY1 e YY"'I be r s) oversaw 

the complefi on of 
the small church 
(pictured on the 
left) j n the fa J I of 
1881 - the first of 
the. three churches 
that sat nearby 
each other on lots 
donated by w. H. f 

Brown, the founder of BaysviJle. Indeed it was the smiths 
and the I<ellys) who had settled around Brown's Falls in 1873 
and 1811 respecti veJy) fho+ -Formed the ~ckbone of the church 
for montj <jears, The firs1 Mas5 in Baysvi Ile was said at 
the S,..,,'I+h home in 1815. As the years pro9ressed the 
church remained odeq.uafe -tor tne permanent co ngiegofion but 
not the summer ""€lifor-s. The mission at GJenfY10unt relieved 
some of the pro blem but fino Il~ ClJ move was made) first +0 the 
comrY\unity cevltre) and then)"jll Iq88 to -the new church. 
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M iss;on of st. Patrick I G/enn')ount 1.:10, 

., 

The scene be~ow depicts the setti ng of St. Patrick's Church over-
lookif)g the Lake of BOtJs with the Glenmoun+ Hotel behind it. The 
church was bui It in JQ3.2 and WClS used a5 Q summer church 
until it was cJo5ed in IQ70. The building is now used QS OJ base. 
for woter recreation activities. lis histor~ is in+erlwfned with 

The Dorset MI'ssion 
Although no church was eVer built it') Dorset) Ca+hohc -Families) 
such as the Don MCllro~.5) were visited b~ priests -trom HuntsviJle, 
Frorf) 18q3 to Iq:25 Dorset received Mass two or three times OJ 'dear. 
In IQ'21 Cl summer mission opened at the Wo. Wa Hotel. After it burn­
ed in Iq~31 servl'ces were iransferred to "The PaviJ,'on;' ~ part of the 
hotel siie tha,. was used unti J t~e Glenmount Church opened jfl Jq32 . 

c.ourtes~ o.f 



I~/, Pan'sh of Our LodtJ of Mercy) Honey Horbour 
Miss ion of st. John The Baptist, Port Severn 

ThiS i.s a uni q,ue corner- of MuskokO;, There ar-e +Wo Roman 
Cafholic Churches closer- together here than on~where else 
in the di stn'ct. 

The firet church in Honey Harbour was built in IqOq 

and its construction only took fi ve days. The above 
building was opened in September, Iqso) butwQS 
started in september) /qy.Lf. 

This chut"ch opened i () J q 5(0 Y"eplocin <3 the or,'g J'na I 
frame lumbe,..-man's church built ot Port 5e\Jer-n ,'r) 

the 18100'5. The old fraMe church burned in Jqlo I. 
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Baxter Township, and specifl'cally the Por-t- Severn (once /-:J':;. 

known o~ Se~ern Mills) ~reQj> was OJ bustling IUfQbert'ng 
communlttj I n the 1850 5 and was almost exclusively 
Ef'lgJish speakin9. ln JBft,q the Dodge fami Iy of New York 
entered the scene. and expanded the lumbering business) 
drawing in even rno('e people. As was the custom

J 
the Dodge 

Company had Qj churCh built at Port Severn that was shared 
by Methodists, Anglicans

J 
and Presbyteria,ns, In the )8&>0'5 

the CathoJic Diocese buiJt what became known as -the lumber· 
rY\Qn's church. 

If was j n the 1810's and 1880's that french- Cat/ad/'ot') bush­
workers began to migrate into this orecu -to empJo'j their 

skiJls in the )ogginq business. They seHled in and by IQOq 

opened thei row,., tronco phone Seporate School at Point OUX 

Pins (about ha If wa 'j between Port Severn and Ho,...,e~ Harbour) 
where) at first) French was the onllj language of instruct,.on. 
A second Separate School opened at Hone':J Harbour In Iq28) 

where e\JerituQJI~ all Catholic education was ceniralized in 
I q 4- 5 w i-th the bu i Id ; (') 9 of' Qj ceme,...,t block school. 

Meanwhile, in laqlo) the Georgian BaIjLum6e .... Co. mjJ) burned 
down leaving the community in ecof)omfc depression. The 
E nghsh -spec king people moved out - ta ki ng the; r Protestant 
Church with them to fesser-tof1 - leavin9 the f'rancophone 
popu\otion prett~ much if") isolation ond without VJorl~. It 
was the four/'sf industrlj that ultiMately saved the day but 
that took time +0 develop. 

The hi5tor~ of the mission begaT) irr 1878 with the arrl'val of' 
the Tobey ~ami l~. It \.'JCl5 then that Jesuit priests began to 
visit the orea) sometimes canoe"f)9 down -frOM Manitoulin Island 
+0 sOlj Moss. Be9innlng jf} IqJ1 the churches were cared -tor 
-troN"'\ Parry Sound unti I Hone~ Harbour was made a pan'sh in 
IQL.f.3 with Father James Co/Jin5 as pastor. Under his leadership OJ 

new schoolJ Q parish house) a Sisters' convent, and a flew church 
were Iouiltbetore he. left in JQSIo. 



IJ3. Mission of Sf,James the Apostle., MacTier-

[ 

[ 

The origino I Catholic Church in Mac Tier was opef)ed Ot-PI'cia lly 
on Ju/y 15) IQ l5, not long after Bishop O' Brien toured the arecv 
and decided it was needf'ul-to have (tI church here. In MOIj of 
'Q50 the first church burned os -the result of OJ neighboring 
rubbish fire, A newllj completed church was bJessed on october 
15, IQ50, and remains in use although it has been enlarged 0 
o nd renovate d, Mac Tie r is Q rni 55 ion with in the pan'sh of st. 
Fete)" at Parr';f Sound. C 

Summer- M,'ssions 
At least two sumMer missions are held if) Muskok~) but the 
cong r egC1tions ~eet in facilities otherthofl church bu,"dfrqs. 
Since the ICf30.s Mass has been celebrated at BaJQ/} beginni"9 
ai Dunn's Pov; lion -and later- The Kee to Ba Jw . A summer 
mission is a/so held ot Dwight. 

NoTe: "From the Pioneers to -the Sevenfies 1\ by fdga r" J. Boland? pub­
lished in IQlb, has been my main resourCe. for this denom­
ination. Mr. &fand's work covers the history of the DIocese 

of Peterborough (188~-lq15)and be~ondthCJt in time to tne 
rormative ~eor5. It is Ori exc.ellent resource. 
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Povert'1) overcrowdin9., alcoholism} and child labor were all 
part of the pn'ce of the indus+r,al revoJufion ; n Bn'taiYl The 
~ond;+ion5 GO v;vidl'j portrayed in the wrifing's of Charles 
DJ'ckens wer~ not bel'ng effecti "eJy addressed hy the normal 
c.hurch activities. AMong Those who reo/i2ed something 
must be done Was cv New Connexion Methodist rni nister 
named Will,'om Booth. 

At the age of .2b) BooTh left his church and became an 
independent re"j\lohst. In 18{p5) hefoundedCl/ Chn's+,'o() 
Mission in London which he refe .... red to as Q., II Volunteer Army,'1 
His s"n d;s fiked the term "Volunteer" because of -the s+"gmcv 
aitached to it, so Booth stroked out the offending word 
ond wrote "We. or"e Q/ Salvation Army," The thoug ht of Q.I 

dIsciplined ormy headed by Q/ Genera I a ppea led to Mr: Booth's 
imagination ond the Salvation Army was launched, It was 
1818. 

Set up 0('\ the pattern of the Brifish Army, it soon hod uniforms, 
brass bands, milifarl:J terminology and mighty bass drumsl An 
innovative moVe was the inclusion of wotYlen of'ft'cers of all 
ran ks. Indeed, General Booth's wife.. 7Ca-therine, was an ou-ts-lnnd­
ing preacher. Ridic.uled a nd persecuted, the Salvation 
Army grew and gained res pect for i+s spiritual in+e ri+ 
and c.omprehensive social programs. 
Its flo9 5 ymboli2ed the mo-tiva+iona.1 Spir­
it of what one British PrirY1e Mint'ster ref­
erred to a.s "one of our best ex po rts to the 
rest of the world. n The flog's colors are: 

crimson - personal salvation through 
the blood of Christ 

blue - typ.ofjes hoJi ness 

yellow stor- indicates the warmth) 1"Qh~ 
and refining power of the The -rami lior shie Id 
HollJ Spirit. of fhe "So lIy Ann, II 



IJ5. The Bracebr"dge Corps 
General Booth (pictured here in IQOIo,one 
year before he bn'efl~ stopped 7n Brace­
bridge) once SQid, "Some men IS passion 
is art, some men's passion is fame, 
Some men's passion; 5 gold - my pas­
sion is the souls of men." And for that 
very rea son his Army" opened fi ... e ' here 
on December Jl1 J gg Lt. The' Wa .... Cry' 
reported the 0 ccas ion U s{()9 these 
phrases, '" Glon'ous opening ... enemy 
routed H. devi I defeated.". four Sou ls 
; n the founfai n.". " James cath cart 

5erved as the first captain if) Oufferin Hall) the old COM­

munity gatherfnq place built in JS7Lt that became the 
town's first SaJvation Army barracks. AJthough the Corps 
WQS bustling in those days) the Muskoka Herald reported 
once that " the early days of the Army J'n th,'s -town 
were stormy ones and it req,uired a greaf deal of courage 
and ..pQi+h on the part of the officers and Members +0 
establish the work here. Freq,uently open-a,'r serVJ'ces 
were interrupted and disturbances occurred at the barracks 
meetings. MQny times it was necessary to caIJ J'n the ser- [ 
vi ces of the law for protection .... " 

Eventua II~ it became 
necessary to occupy 

Q different bui Jd"Y'l9 
further alo n9, O()+on'o 
street. That- haJJ and [ 
the officerls q.uarters 
are pi cfured here as 
the y we ref" J q 31. Th; 5 

'0 Jd Corps was c.ond e1'f)(l­
~_--i ed if) the J q 4-0'5, 50 for 

awhile tent meetin9S were held on Wellington 5treet-and [ 
the house wa s used for serv i ce 5 +00. 

l 
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Using sOrf'le materials from 
the old barracks I'n the pro­
cess) a baseN1ent opene d 
for services on March 11,/qSl. 
Located now at the top 
of I Salvation Ptrm~ Hill; the 
completed citadel wos 
offic,all~ dedicated on 
Jul'j 3) }Q54-. It rerY)Qined 
'home' for the Salvation 
Army un+i I + he~ relocated 
to a new location ,'f) I qqO. 

On March 25th, of that ~ear 
the officers and soldiers 
marched from Dominl'of) 
street to Toronto street 
(now To ljlor Road) w here they 
·opened fire' ClgClin with OJ 

1951 ... 

s e r i e 5 of ro U 5 j y) 9 ) 5 P i r; +a a I 
meetings. The new church 
is shown below along with I I': f .. , 

Captai f)5 I van and Pau Ii ne 5udgeJl who have the d"s+fnc.tion 
of being the longest ser,,;ng offic.ers in the Bracebn'dge 
Corps (,qql TO Jqqb). r.-=:--~~~~~Ir 

'"an and "Pouline BudselJ on the 
eveni nq o.f their fQrewe.lJ service ~. 



1;;;7. The GrQven hurst Corps 
The work of the Salvation Arm~ in Gravenhurst opened on 
January 1'7} ISS5) under the leadership of C.optoitf Robert 
Bell. The follow"ng year -the familiar Citadel beside the 
Methodist (Ia+er United) Church was erecte.d and within OJ 

year was pressed info service a5 a terf)porar~ classroom due 
to the town fife that destroyed the pubJic school.. It still 
occvpies the site but;5 now a business venture following the 
dec.ision +0 buiJd Q new c.hurch further north on Muskok~ 
Road. 

In the earlier- da~5 of the Salvation Army) short appo,'ntments 
were -the norm) offJ'cers changing after sfa~iY)g -For just Q) few 
months, D;fflclJ It times feJJ on the Corps one[ by IQlO regular 
services and work had to be discontinued due to insufficient 
funds. However, one Corps member) Jane Elizabe.th st,'ckeJ/s, 
refused to capitulate. She fQithfuJl~ held Sunday 5chool and 
prayer meetings) made and sold q,ui Its) ond encouraged ot­
hers to partiei pate un+i I the Corps reopened in JQ22. Mrs. 
5tlckells received The Order of the Founder tor her sacrificial 
efforts - the first Canadian Sa/vot,'onist to ever be so hon­
ored. 

The Corps began to broadcast weekJ':1 services for pot; en+s 
at the sanitorium) beginning i" December) Jqtfl, Later on the~ 
held Sunday schoo I for ~esiden15 of the Muskoka Cenfre" (n 
between times) Dece mber 'CISI sQwthe firsT Christmas cheer 
keitle on the main street of town +0 r-a ise. mane ~ -tor hampers 
for the needy. 1Y1 J Q510 a block-briCK extension WQS added 
to the original building to provicJeJomofl9otherth,'ngs) a­
storage place for used Clo+h"ng. This evolved info Q; small 
thrift shop which )otfirst) was open ever~ Friday for the 
convenience. of the puhlic. AJihough the old building received 
a. new roof and Siding in )Qlt>8, within cu-few 8ears itwas 
real "ed the ministry could function more. effec+iveL:J frOM 

a modern s+rucfure. Tothatend construc.tion began in 

[ 
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earl~ Iqqlo ot') the new Corps, whiCh opened october 5th. [ 



o 

/~8. 

The new Salvation ArmL{ Corps buiJd; nq was off; cia Ily open­
ed on October 5} lqqb o.fter- Q march from the former 
barrac.ks fur-ther down the street. The project be9an under 
the leode.rshj p of Major SandrQ) Lewis, now re.Tired. CaptQin 
karyn Kerr is the. current C.orps Officer. Showf'l below j 5 

-the, original SaJvation Army Ha 1/ of lSgfo as it appeared in 
-the later IqloO's. As of the. prjnting of this book in late Iqqto) 

the new Salvation Arm HaJl;s Muskoka's newest church ed ifice. 



Sui 1+ in IBqa 
by W.G-.L. 
H u ,,+ \ th i , 
orl'g i nQ J hall 
could ~eat 
2.00 Qnd wa5 
lea5ed froM 
Mr. Hunt for 
$6.50 per 
month. 

The Huntsville Corps. 
Qfficio I open; () 9 date: 

August 28) (88" 
First officer: 

Captain Minnie Fraser 
First barracks: 
b Mary street East os 
5 hown on the Je ft 

Offi cers who served: 
olb WOrYlef) 42 men 

. Officer when the budding was tor'/) down in JqLf5: Capt. Re9 Hollman 
An inter"esting personaJjty of this era: J. Fronk KeJly who Joter 
became HuntsvilJe's mayor ond Muskoka's M.P.P. -known for 
his musical ability both in voice and with band instruments. 

Second ha lJ : 
~ Mary street East 

Offici oj openirig : 
March) IQ4lo 

Officer at the opening: 
Captain Reg, Hollman 
until June 30; JqLf8 

OffJ"c.ers who served 
I woman .20 men 

Officer when the buildl'nq 
was derY)oli shed j () JQS.2: 

r 
[ 

r 
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Capt. David PoTterson C 
An interestlfH3 personolitij: Mr. WilliaM George Lanford J-Iut)t, who 

at the time of his death on June 8) JQlo3 
was the oldest },'vl'ng meMber of the Sol­
vation Army jn Canadcu as \.Ve.Jl a5 HunTs­
ville·s oldest resident. Born in ISil1 at 
Woodstock, he held the distinctfOf) of be-
1r'\(3 the. first musician +0 play with the 
Solvation Army in Canada) starting wi th Q/ l 
flute- type. inSTrument; later he played a 
~crne.t. His daughter Viola plays in the [ 
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c.urr-ent Co .... ps band. Mr, Hunt c a Me to Huntsvi Ile i.,., J aQ.2., 

the year of his marriage to Fan"y Porter of HQmj~ton, and 
was prominent in the pOint"n9 and decoro+,'n9 trade froN') 
JSqlo on. He was qlo when he d"ed) afte.ran illness of only 
three days. 

The Songster 
Brigade as it 
appeared if) 
the late I Q4D's. / 

Bock row: 
Wilr Brown) Bob 
Carr) Ralph Ing~ I 

Ie by) B j II 8 j 11 j ng ~ 
sley} George 
Bruce) Ivan Carr,. 
Emerson Cry derMa n. Middle: JUfle Muir) Ethe J Carr, Margaret 
Lone) Ruth Cryderman) Irene Cr~derMQnJ Vera BiJJ,'ngs/ey. 
Front: Iv'1 Muir, tVona Brown) c.optoin Hewiit) Ivan Crljderman} 
Mrs, Hewi tt) Mrs. Ingleby I Mrs. Gertie Hunt. 

Third Citadel: Ma ... y street Official openin# : october 27, jQ8'+, 
"for the glory of God Q)')d the salvation 0 the people.'" 

Officers who hove served ~ Capt. David Paiterson (lqSI- 85); CClpt. 
Lorne Pritcheit (lqS5 -88); Lieut. L loyd George (IQS8 -q.3) j capt. 
(now Mqjor-) Ro~ Rand ell (,QQ3- ) 



131, [ 
One of the prominent featu('es of the newest Citadel 
;1) l1untsvi JIe ;s jts large stained glass window, JocoJJy fI 
c rafted by 0.1 firM in the town. A Ithoug h s+aine d glass lJ 
is not often found if) 5alvotiof) Army buildings) th,'s r 
particular one is cOf)sidered as one of the largest in lJ 
the denomination and portra 5 its famous mo-tto. 
Somethin<3 else that is 
uni<tue +0 this Corps) for 
thi 5 part of Ontario at 
least) is its ceMetery. 
Located on lot IJ) conces· 
sion ..3 of Chaffey Town-
shi p, •• These OUf" Ancest- [ 
ore Were" declares it was 
registered to Genera I D 
Evangeline Booth in lQIO, 

and JI'sts nearl~ thfrt'j D 
plots. 

Comp Newport 

In the early IQIoD's) the Ontario North Division of the 
Salvation Army purchased cu 30-ocre camp on the 
north shore of Skeleton Lake. Known as Newport Lodge, 
the property WQS origina Ily owned blj the weJl known 
Darlin9 famjJy of Stisted Township. with ;is beoutiful 
5~nd bea en 1 the 5.ite was Ideo JI~ suited .por sumMer fresh­
au'" camps for chddfen. However; the first 9rouP +0 tCJKe 
advantage of the fac.ihty was tne Home Leo9ue (with -52. 

ladies in aitenda()ce). Although the rust.'c Muskoka; set­
+.'119 hQ5 been maintained, the bUildings are. modern and 
well- equipped to handle a wide variety of c..amps for 
m en, women) Children) music) fQrflj 1,'eS J etc. Camp I\!ew­
port j 5 Jocated west of Aspdin II 

Generdl Wi Ilion Booth W05 promoted to gJory on AU~U5t 
20) lQl2.. 

D 

[ 

[ 
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Sevenf h -da~ Ad vent,'sf 13:i , 

Adventism ,'n gener-ol I'S 01 Chn'sf,'Qr) faifh based upon the 
tenet that the second advent of C.hrist is the sole. hope of 
the world. It began os Qj religious movefY1ent in -the 1830's 

when there was an unusual,'nterest if) Bible prophecYJpart­
icularltj in the northeastern united states. One of the early 
influential Jeaders was a Bapt"sfnamed William M;lJe~ thus 
the gr-oup was regularly ca JJed the MiJlen'tes, 

The~ came +0 believe, that Christwould return sometime. 
between MarCh 21 J J843 and March 21)J8JfLt. People QMonq 
rnon~ deno~ination5 5ubscr,'bed to this conjectu:e onl~ to 
be 9 rea+ly ~,s~ppointe~. Although mCl~,Y then w/,thcJrew 
from the Mil/ente teachIngs, some were jmbued with the desire 
+0 propagate thei,... new religion. '1 (J. Ernest Monteith) The Lard 
is MIj shepherdJ P9 2.'+). Authors such as Ellen white fostered 
the ideQl regardin9 the seventh-day sabbath and b!j J855 
were s-trcnq enough to form Q) g'rOVp now cOYY)f'I)only 
known as -The Seventh-day Adventist Church. 

wiTh zeal and earnestness the!j entered Canada.; viCll Quebec 
when the first compotllj of Canadian seventh-da~ sabbafh 
keepers was ot'"9oni2ed at westbury b~ the Boudreau bro7hers 
; n J BiDLf. A simi lor group fi rst organi2ed in 0 ntario in Lampton 
Coun+~ in IB7b. 

Walker's Point 
Shortly after the turn of the century Mr. Morse and hI'S fami/~ 
settled in this area., and began to hold Seven+h-do~ Advent,sf 
Serv,'ces. Unfortunate Iy -two of the three Morse bOlds lost 
their- lives in a tragic drowning accident jn the Jake, Mr. 
and Mrs, Morse deemed if wise +0 moVe avJa~ from the 
walker's Point communify and begin life anew elsewhere, 
thu5 endi()g this earlier Seventh-dOt} Adventist initiCl+i ve. 



133, Brace 61'"1' dge 

Althoug h members of the Seventh-day Adventist Church had 
lived jY) Muskoka., for Q number of 'dears) thelj had no church 
so they me-t in homes or drove to either South River or Barn'e 
where there were c.hurc.hes. J n I q72 this group 9~t t0geiher 
and started to hold services in the chapel at C,rovenhurs+'s [ 
Trinify United church. Meetings were continued and funds 
were collected with the idea in mind to ObTOI'" OJ church of 
their own. F"nalltj 0. 5u;table property with a small buildin9 on it 
WQ5 .found a Cross from the Brocebridge o. p. P. offl'ce. I" Dec­
efV'\ber JQ80 the deal closed and the Brace-bridge c.hurch was 
rY'\C\de ready for occuponcIj in ,qal. After that mort9Qge waS 

paid off, new fund roisi""9 efforts begon +0 prov,'de for Q..; new 
churc.h. On June 15) JqqLl, the official 9round breab'n9 cere-
mon~ wa 5 held with Mayor Jim Lan9; Elder Bacchus of+he 
5 DR Ontario Conference; Gera fd Cox) the architect; and Ernest 
Mueller, The builder. Actual work began on September IJ IqqLf 

with the excavation of the si-te b'j P. Medley and Sons. The 
proj ect was c.ompJeted within OJ ljear) -the fJ'rst Sahhath 
servic.e taking plac.e on JuJ y 15) JqqS. The pas+or of -the 
church trom ,qq.3 until the current time has been Rev. Fred 
Jri5h( not to be confused wi-rh the Rev. Fred In'sh of the Free. Meth­
od 1St Church!) 

1 

[ 
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The united Church of Canada ~('\\:~" 1.3If, 

The united Church came ou+of three united churches. f~l' ~'\ 
I. Presbyterian-f'ormedonebodyin 1875 ' .~t~f 

h t ~ ~ t 
2. Met odiS - jOl'ned forces in 1884- ~\l~"'~~q' 
3. COY')gregationaJ - union CQtY)e about jf) IqCu" 

On June 10, Iq;)5 the Jaiter two) a ncl two thirds of the Pres­
byter; ons, became +he united Church of CanodQi. These h,'st­
erical roots are recogni 2ed in the church seal shQwn ohove­
the burning bush (Presbyterian)) the dove (Methodist), and the 
open Bible (Congre9ationalist). Muskoka did not have any 
Congregational church~s. All of the exis+jn9 Methodist 
churches became un,ted and all but six of the Presbyter-
ian churches JOined the new denON1inotion. Currentl~ there 
are twen+y-five (three YY\o,-e when we cons,'der Rosseau) 
~OVQr) and Dorset) united Churches in Muskokcu 

The dere.l,'c+ 6ui lei; ng shown below is locaTed west of Morn'son 
lake beside Muskoka Road 13. The 9re~-bn'ck churc.h was 
bui It in ICJ3.2- 33 by people ,'n the area who des/'red QJ place of 
worship. Expecting +0 have the services of the united church 
rY1ini 5ter at Graven hurs"G that did not happen. Un+; I the -end of 
World War.It) Mr. Horace Bradley ministered i () -the summertime. 
Unfortunately the build"ng became the target of vandals and 
pilferers as the y ears passed. In Iqqlo the roof caved if) 

under Q heavy snow load, The propertYJ origlncjl'y given 
by Will iarf) A. smith, contains a we fJ kept cemetery. 



1~5, The Method i s-ts 
The roots of the. Method i st moveMent are usua lJ~ Traced +0 
a.. group of divinity s+udents ai- Oxford, England) who jr) 172q 
forMed -the. Holy club. This group came under the leadership 
of John wesley. The group was derf5lvel'1 referre d +0 as .. the. 
Method i sts II because of the.. strict habifs main+ai ned b~ ifs 
rr')embers in their daily lives. Although John wesJey 1,\/ed and 
died an Anglican) his ministry led to the birth of' OJ very' large 
denomination) but -that came. after his death. Me.thodist Soc-
ieties began to form in the American colonies in IllD5 and 0 
were first brought +0 Ontario bl:;1 von'ous laymen a Ii-Hle more 
than a decode later. There was a sys+erY) of t raveJ/{n9 0 
preachers -that served various congregafioV'lS (societies) or 
fledg'if)9 9"'~ups (cIQsses) wI'thin (L region or circuit. In 
between visits of the itinerant preacher key lalj people were 
instruMental in keeping the religious life of the comYYluni+y 90- [ 
I'ng. They were known as class leaders) exhorters) ana 
Jocal preachers. Likellj the firs-I- Me-J-hod,'st circui+rider it') 0 
Muskoka was Rev, J. L. kerr who ventured north of the Severn 
Ril)er in lalDI on behalf of the WesJe~on Methodists. Roundt'nq 
Patri son came it'"'l 19iD..3 for the Primitive Methodisis, with Rev. 0 
GillMan Wilson coming os a Me.thodist Episcopal about the D 
same time. A fourfh Methodi st group known 05 the New 
Connexiof) Methodist ch.urch had Q, followl'ng in -the Hunts- D 
ville area under Rev, R.N. Hill b~ 1870-11. 

The Cfrcuit rfder shown here 
fs Rev. Egerton Ryerson Younq, 
taken of Gravenhurst c.irca" [ 

,~~~~ IQ'2. My thanks to Barbarat 
Paterson a nd 'Pioneer Mem· 
ori al Unite d Church for use. 
of the. picture. To give us an l 
,dew of what cv circuit entail-
ed) the fcllowi "9 is CV I ist of l 
II The Wesleyan Methodist plan 
for Preachi ng on the /Vlusk- l 
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II /.Jte" 
aka Circuit for J8ll, The preachinq places were Jocoted at 
Bracebridge, Taylor's} Zimmerman'5 1 Finch's) FaJkenburg) 5ev­
ern Bridge, Morrison's tfouse) River SevernJ Sparr-ow Lake

J 

DrQper} South Foils) Grovenhur5t) HuntsviJle} BruneI) Ufferson, 
Three Mile Lake) Qnd Port Carling, We can certQinl~ QPpreciate 
the need for a good horse and lots of staminOl ! 

Idea lIy each" appointment II would evenfuaJJtj develop i(">to 
cv congregation large enough to wa rrant a church bu Jld/ng. 
That) of course.) wasn't a I ways the case and on occas,'oY'\ 
the congregation was maintained but met in rented facilities. 
That is what happened with Zimmerman's noted above, (V 

group that first gathered at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Z,'rf)merman, then 5.S.1I= 4- Macaulay schoo/hou$e) and finally 
(unti I the lqlt>O's) met at the Macaulay Town Hall (built ira 
1685, bu+pic+ured here as it was in IQ47). H8~~~~~-, 
Mr. George Longford '5 Bible cIa 55 is shown 
heY"e at a picniC) earltj in the tqOQ's. Left­

+0 n'ght standin9 : Lou Langford) Dick Zimmer· 
man) Bi Jl Gohm. John Sloper} Fran k T. Def')r1"ssJ 
Ted Zimmerman} Err1ie I<elfeit} Art Zimmer­

mon, Bill Armstrong) Ernie Bruc.e) Mrs. Wm. 
Fisher and son Tom. Seated: AI MCLeod) Annie , 
Zimmerman) George Lan9ford, Annie SJoper} Annie Cockburn) 
I<ate Denniss, Miss Spence (teacher at 5,5. #4 JqOO"'O/), George 2;m­

merman, Elsie MacGregor, Mary Zimmerman) Jenn,'e .4rms+ron9. 
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Methodist Map of Muskokcy 
The apEroximafe locations of 
mo.t OT Muskoko's known Ross~tf. 
Methodi 5+ Churches ore shown 
by 0, •• 
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Some Former Method/'sf Churches 138, 

.,. 

Bardsvi lIe: This oJd log c.hurch was dedic­
ated in Jul~) J 87~) the 5QrY'le day as its 

counte.rpart at Point I<aye, Mrs, ThelmQ 
Matchett gave me thi 6 picture of the 
church as ;tappeared in BardsviJle but it 
J ater was de-sided and sat at the Wood­

Winds Histofl'cal Museum of Mr, of)d Mrs. 
John w. Schell at Walke,s Point. Photo: TheJrnQ 

Matchett 

Cana I: This old church W05 once a. bun k­
house -tor the workmen who dredl]ed the 
connecting waterway between Fairy La ke. 
and Peninsula- Lake. Jt served the Method­
ist cause froM 18qD until the JqLDO's) 

then wos J ater torn dowV') to make wa y 
for 01 new road and bridge. 

Falkenburg: Th,'s small Jog c.hur"cn sator) 
ground that is part of' the ceMetery neDr 

st. George's Anglican Church. Built by the 
Primitive Methodists ir) J8w3-/D4- it wa 5 

one of three churches bui It b~ that group 
in Macaulay (the others being at Monsell 
and Bracebridge). Photo: U,,;ted church Archives 

Mizpah: Co lied Nelson's Appoif'ltment i" 
its ear lier dOljs due to that farru'ly's i n­
vol\lement, the frame church was buiJt in 
ISQ5-QIo "located on Park Road in the grove ,., 
near the 9ra"e~ard ... (which; 5 now known 
a5 Muskoka Road Slnorth of I-lighway 100). 

The c.htJrc.h. closed; n IqOi, but the moten'aJ 
was fe-used in Limberlost ScnoDI built;n R3.3. 

A plqCJ-ue N'\Clrks the site Photo~ Jris Robinson 
of the church at the cemetery. 
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Parkersvi/le: Ll'sted it') 187/ r 
05 Finch' 5 AppOif)tfYief'lt, L 
Ck church I'S indicated on 
Jot q c.onceS5 ion J of 

) 

Stephe()e,on Township if) 

the old Muskoka Atlas. 
This buildinq waS sold to the 5,S,J.E, in the early jQ30's 
ot which time it becoMe af) Anglican Church. In the PI·c.ture 
the church is fn the upper Jeft corner with the Parkersvitle 
schooJ more in the fo reg rO(Jfi d. Photo: Luther Mills 

~_..",-___ ....... Uffjnq+on: Built Cl'rCQJ 187q) this church 
was once 0. beehive of MethodisYYl) hav,'n9 
J 4 2 members shortly after its opeol'ng. 
The minister on this circuit jr) 188J-82 was 

James woodsworthJ father 0 f The CC F 
Party's fouf1der, J. 5, woodswortl,. Both 
the manse (bu; It ; n 188Y.) and churc..h 
are s+ill in existence jn the vd/age 
although long not used Tor their orfginal 
purposes. Photo: Mory MeCroc.l~en 

UffQrd: The first church if) Wait Town­

~ __ ~ ship was bu; It on Jot 15, concession 
5) by the Pn'mitive Methodists in the 
early 197C's. The~ first met i n p~i­
\late homes J then in Jacob Bogorts 
Meetin9 House. Land for the first 
church was given b~ John Lil!j SheQ). 
A nevJ building waS put up in }SCf.:>-ql+ 

+-hot stood as a.. familiar landmark in the Ufford cON')muni+y 
unti I it was torn down in the sprin9 of Iq{aq. A bron2e 
plaque was placed on Cl.I stone to commemorate this h,'st-
orie site but the best record of i+s past is roufld in "'S .. lis+ory [ 
of the sheQ.5 and Birth of OJ Township " by Bert SheCll. Photo 

of the 5econd Ufford Me.thodist chu..-cJ,: Mary 6i/lingsley. 
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Yearley: This (lJ picture of the 
Method i sf Church at Yeor/e!j as 
it appeal""ed on Ju/lj 1st) ISq~ dur­
Ing CL Dominion Day picnic, on 
annual commu"i+~ tradition held 
OV1 The chul""ch grounds fOY-fY)on~ 
years. Although the ocre of JOfld 
for the church was deeded by 
Robert Ye a I"" ley to WiJ liom Qufnn 
and other trustees in Jeq7) other 

I~O, 

a,ccounts indicate that the frame church was opened 50fYlet,'me 

it') JSQ5. Of the churcr) 5 hlstorLJI m~ lcde friend Marjorie De­
rY"'Ioif)e wri tes - ,,- When the log school was no longer- used ••• 
the church) on 10+ 10, concession 1.3) was used. This c.hurch 
used +0 sit in the graveyor"d and was moved to i+s present 
location ... blj Mr. Loren2o Howell (an I'ngenious gentleman 
who died in Iq;2q) and his team of oxen Buck and Bn'ght. Two 

Srf)oll bo~s) Leslie YearJey and Billy Howell had Q n'de in the 
church ""h; Je it was be; nq moved. " with a.... Change in the 
windo,,:,s) the add it/on of Q.I porch 0 nd red insu lbn'ck s/di ng J 

the buddi ng served as cv school un+i I Jq51 a nd continued 
05 ell churCh and community hall ofter that- and confinues 
to do 50. 

In the do~s of Rev. Alfre d LaljcockJ Yearley wa 5 QI Summer church 
on his length~ circuit in on oreCll he said held ." six. months of 
winter and six months of ba.d sleighing." I=rom hiS home. beside 
Hun+svi lIe's west end "Archwolj", Re\!, Laycock served churches 
at AspdinJ Madill's) af1d Etwe.ll one Sunda~ and conal) MeiissQ) 
(o+ the schoofhou se) and the Locks the. next Sundolj - a 11 for Q; 

solQr~ of $1~OO) half of whi ch was poi d by the Home MJ'ssion 
Boora of the. United church. Jock Laycock (Rev, Laycock's son), 
remembers the introduction of the larger sized Canadian 
nickel j rt IQ20 0 Y)d his mother's cDmment that" the b/9 
nfckel was made for- church collections! " And how well she 
knew - atone church there often were just 1.'..5 n!'cke/s on the plate," 



/til, 
Z is kOl: T hi..s forme,.. churc h 
sat Of) the south west Corfle .... or 
10+ 10, concession 5 of Mone k 
Towr'lship) rou9hJ~ -ij OfClld'lile. 
south of the 2 i skev Presbf:1+.eri an 
Church. As far as Jean d eter­
mine its short hfe CIS a Meth­
odist church e()ded in laqD 

when it became the Monck 
Township Hall. J took this photo 
in ,Q(08 but the bui Idit19 was blj 
then in Q/ derelict state. 'It 
no longer" IS in eXI·stence. 

West Gravenhurst: A Methodist Churc.h existed jf') this com­
rYiunity reach; ng back +0 J 87q when OJ lot was purchased 
at the corner of Water and MCPher"son street where QI Church 
was bui It. The congregation first met if") ill Jocal carpentry 
shop. The Methodist work here Met with ClJ qrea+ deaJ of 
oppo siti on but despite that) Mr. R. B. Scri v~n operated Q/ Sunday 
school that attracted upwards of sixty cJ,ddren. The or"ginal 
church burned in the early IQ20's but Cl.J replace.ment was 
bu j 1+ whi ch serve d a"s Q., UnJ'o() churCh that eventua Ii!:! evolved 
info Q.I Comrnunjttd Church. There is no church in West 
Gravenhurst on';fmore, and J) as yet) hove nat been successtuJ 
in -rind ing G.J photo of either" of the above noted buildings. 

Brockenrig: The sma II frame church pictured a.t the left be-
low as bui It in 1885- 8b on pr-opertlj donated William Trout-

en. E ventuQ llLJ it be­
came Q Un; tea church 
in IQ:25. known as St. 

f 

[ 

C 

[ 

·Johnls) this congrego+- f' 
ion used 5.5.#4- WaH L 
school ofter it eJosed in 

,q~q. In, ,qIDO 6rackenr(g ThQl'lk ':Sou .... 0 AcJd,.elj 

United Joined with Port Edwards ~c:)'" phD+OS [ 
Car Ii "9 . o"d it'lfor'motior'l "'00. 
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CUr' rent united Chur-ches 
Aspdin 1'-12.. 

Pictured here IS Mr. And r ew .. 5proaf 
who came +0 Canada., as Or) orphaned 
bo'j of twelve. Born; n Scot land i VI 
1-8'+4-) he eventualllJ located on Jot IS] 

concessi on Lf of stisted Town5hfp in 
1811, c ieQre d some la nd then brought 
his br,'de to Muskoka where thelj lahored 
against many hardships dUrI'nq the.. early 
pioneer da~s. On March 3J, J8QQ, hI's 
wife died leavir,g OJ yOUf>9 fami 11:j of two 
Sons and six doughfe r5. But despite 
the d iffi c u It,'es) Mr. sproat too k ct keen 
if)i"ere5t j r) the af'fai r5 of' his township, 

He was assessor) collecfor-, councjllor) reeVe and Q/ 

Justice of the Peace. He gQve wise counsel to many 
thot co me seek i n 9 Qj Wa Ij out of tneir va rious troubres. 
In religion he Was an active Presbtjter,'an) be"r13 one 
of the founding -trustees of the church at AspClin 

(0 long with Samue J Sumrnerv; lIe a nd John Dar/l'ng), 
in 1818. HI's funeraJ was held on Apn') ~Lt) Jq2h froYY\ 
his res,'dence +0 the church which was filled +0 over.ftowing 
with friends and relatives. Three gener-afions Jater theY'e 
ore still members of the. Sproat rami Jy involved wi th 
+h' s his+on'c church wh,'ch holds on anf)'\'ersar~ serVice 

each ~eor the first Sunda of August. 

Aspdin Church- }qLfO's 

J. Rev. Tucker 
2, Henry Sproat 
3,I-Ielen sproat 
4-. Geor-ge DarJing 
5, NeJlie Boyes 
b. loner Koeh}er 
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Shingling the roof for Q second 
time crreQl IQ30. Rev. Weller­
YY"\Qf\'S Ford Touring car appears 
on the r"ght. 
M~ thanks +0 Marilyn sproat for 
the. photo!» to the right or\d ObOll6, as 
well os the one of Mr. sproaT on pg 1i.J:2.. 

Left +0 n'ght; Suson 
Bahen. Llo~d Dennis) 
Mrs. Rtf De~rii5) Mrs. Watersl 

Helen Sproat, .Janet Clarke
J 

Mrs. Fred Earl, Mrs. weller­
mOr) ? ) Mrs. Ba hen) 
o~d Mrs. Richard Clorke. 
The ladies inthis group 
made (].I qui /t ,'n tq;]q +0 
raise money for the church. 
still in eXis-tence) it shows 

d02ens of nOMes of people 

who cont,..i buted. 

Men and WOrYlen both worked ir) 
August )CfD7 to bu; ld the drive 
shed. 

Aspdin United Church as it looks 
i1) Jqq(p. Altho ug h the sign 5a~s 
188:2, J believe fhe building is )ikellj 
older thon that as Q churc.h I' 5 

shoVJn on this sife in the. 187q 

Pr+IQ& (which could hQ.ve been ~ 
predecessor o-Fthis one). 

[ 
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50, I cv I~L}. 

Like fY\ an ~ Unit;d Churches 
in Muskoka,,) the one at 

Bala. has Presbt3+erian roots. 
The or/gina I church, p"ctured 
on the left, was bui Jt about 
ISQ,2-Q3 on Jand donated by 
Thomas Burgess) +~e f'i('st 
pioneer +0 seitle in Bala;. 
Although tv1e+hodist senllceS 
were, he Id in the Jog school-
house, beginni()q i,., 1880, 

~ later agreeN'\e()t lef+ Bala- in care of the PresbyTeriar)..5. 
This eClJn"\enical spir',t carried over. +0 the church building 
itself as iT was -1-0 be made OVa do bJe +0 other 9 rovps as 
well as -the Presb~terian5. Furiher S+ilJ) the congreBa-hon 
voted +0 be the Union Church of Ba}Q/ in Jq2J and finaJ}~J 
in JQ.:25) became cu United ChurCh. Notever-;fone agreed 
with this decision and OJ group of contifluin9 Presbyterians 
withdrew and bui It their own stone church bUi Iding nearby. 
On March IJ) IQ3'-1- the pine lumber church burned fOrCif)<3 

+he c.ongregafian to .-ebuild on the site of+he -forr(')sr 
edifice 0 The current buff c.olored bn'ck churc.h was ded­
Icated in Malj IQ35, 'Its belJ coming from the Old Command­
ant Churc-h in Gibson Reserve,. 



1'-15, Borkway 
[ 

[ 

The United Church .at Barkway has its roots in 

cv Wesleyan MethodIst .mi 5s;on that took, in, [ 
appointments (preachIng places) at HouseLjs Rapids) 
C,ermaniQl) Uffing+Of) Harmony) and Muskoka Falls 
at one time. There is some eviaence that Q small 
log church wa 5 bui 1+ at lot 15, concession J I of Rljde [ 
Township in the YY')id J8101S. FrOM Q./ report J'n the 
C.hn'st.-an Guardian of Apn'J 1883 it is known that the 
froMe church p,'ctured obo\le wos dedicated on 
Friday, Marc.h 2nd. of 1883. As ofteY) happened) the, 
churc.h offiCiOIs. did not oct upon getting 0/ clear 
title to the property for SOn1e time. In thi5 case ot 
BQrkwQ~ that issue wasn't resolved untiJ June 2'-fth.) 
ISqq! The re9l's+er of church r-nember5 for 18BB 

shows the foJlowin9 = Mr, aVId Mr~. W,'lIiorY\ Merk(e~, 
John Rusk~ Robert MCWade, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rusk, Mr. 
and Mrs. FieldinCJ) Mrs. J. Rebman) Annie- w. lOf\g, Annie s. 
Lon97 Mary Long, Wesle':j Ruitar)) Mrs. H. Mat'Z.) and Mrs. 
Benn. 
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BaysviJJe - Bethune /~b 
The chur-ch was orgon- r--.....,....1'T"':Z~~-:-:-;~~~"'i"!Y."'~..:..---~ 
i 2 ed j n J 8710 by Rev. 
A IJar) Find lay with a.­
ro I I of thi rteen mem­
bers. Rev. Findlay 
had come tD Brace­
bri dge from st. Maryls, 
o () t a Y" " 0 • A f' a YY) ,'Il) 
named Haw had just 
recent) y move d +0 
1\1 CL ear, Town ship 
a nd Rev. Find la y came 
+0 visit thevn,Qs one of the dO':-'9hters had be)onged 
to hi 5 church j" st. Mar(j's. Whde on that vi sit he d,'s-
covered severa} more P('esbyten'ons so he clec."ded +0 
sio r+ C1I church. At fi rsf, servi ces were he! din the public 
school) but there was also cv group of Methodists to 
contend with. Findlay persuaded theM +0 wjthdraw 
and the "united" congregation decided to build Cl/ 

ch urch. Impetus for th is proj ec.+ c.ome -ProrY1 a Knox 
College stude.nt blj the name of Mr. Bethune (later 
+0 becoN'1e the father of the noted Dr. Normon BeTh­
une). Mr. W. H, Brown) ell Baljsvi lie pioneer'") gave tne 

lot on which the church was 
bui It - he also d ,d this for 
the AngJ,'cons and Roman 
catholics of the vi 110.98. The 
I i1tle fraMe edifCce waS forrn­
all'j dedicated on Ju Jli :;qJ J 98..3. 
One of its spec,' a} -featuY'es 

was the archway at the fr-o"t 
of the churCh hand painted b~ 
Mr-. J. D. sYY'lith (he waS the 
viIJage hardware merchant qnd 
ell meYY\ber of the ROrY'lQ n 
CafholJ'c Church). The church 



1'17. 

was re-Iocated on the lot an d then rem od elled j Y1 

J q to J - to 2 w hen + h e h j 9 h way W Q S re -routed at B .. Qy S V die. 

M,ss Alber-ta LonCj­
ford WQS church 
organ i s+ at Be +1,­

une for 53 'jear 5 Q nd keeper of i+s rfcn wri tten and 
pic+ot"I'al records. She tells of Peter- But'Jey Bastedo and 

his wife Mar,'e who open-
ed thel'r- new ltd bui It sum­
mer home" Burl YY\Q ri e'l 

fot' 0 garden portlj each 
Sum rf) er +0 ra i se -funds 
for the church. One such 
gathering is shown here 
on th e 1 eft. It wa 5 M...-. 

Bastedo who, in J'J15, inter-viewed M,-s.George Wilkl'V).5of 
BaysviJle with the. intention of PUr-c,hClsing her home. os (J.J 

Y'Y\ 0 n 5 e. fo r the 50 ~" v ill e - Brow n I s Bra e - Do r 5 e +- ci yo cui r. . 
The orrongeN"lents were 

complete d satisfactorily. 
The meeta' n9 +0 n')CAke. the 
fino I mort90ge pa!j ment 
Wa S held or"') November 11) 
IQIS. No doubtthet'r jo~ J 
was especi ally gre.at when 
the 'phone ca 11 come in 
that ,\ peace II h ad been 
declaredin Europe Qswell. [ 

[ 
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Bracebridge 1'1'8. 

In Iqlal , this church cel­
ebrated the cen+enQr~ of 
ChrisfiQn worship in the 
comyy\Uf1jt~. At that time 
on excellent historical book­
let was produc.ed noting 
that a.. hundred years 
earlier Rev, J,L.Kerr) the 
Wes(eljon Methodist minis­
ter ot Ori IJ IQ/ had ridden 
+0 North Fa It.s on horse­
back +0 hold religious 
services for- Q., few famiJ,'es who had seitJed there. Eventually 
thetj met in the Orange Ha 1/ unti I their .. beautiful J ittJe GO+hic 
frame church II WQS opened on Cbt'YlillIOn street if'} December of 
IS10. AJthough it was enlarged it'") /873) within cv few ljear.s the 
need of ~ larger building waS evi dent. In the rnean+iYY1e, 
many of The Methodist 9roups be9an to amalgamate) which 
in Bracebridge saw the Methodisf EpiscopaJs and -the Primlfive 
Methodisi's unite with the former Wesleyan Methodists. It was 

this new, one Methodis+Church bed':f that planned -For- Qnd built 
the origino I port of the present b.i ck structure if) 1888-8'1. 

The former frame church was moved +0 an adjoining lot on 
KimberJey- Avenue where ,it still exists in modified -for,..,.... Over 

the years major renovations and 
add ;tions have enhanced the func+ion­
in9 capac;t~ o~the church. In Jq~5 
the congre9ation WQS in creased b~ 
over Of\e hundred Pres b~terl'(Jn union­

'-s+s whojoined their Methodist 
neighbors to form the United Church. 
PI'c+ured here ore Rev. Dou9'a s Muj r with 
his wife Adah and ch;ldren Cathie and 
Paul (taken in IqlD 7). His pastorate 
has been the longest one at -the churd, 
so fo r) runnin9 from J q51 to IQ70. 



Dorset- I<nox (t-Ialibu"+ol"'l Coun+y~ 
• The Pf'esbljteV'ion Ch~r-ch was 
• bu i It j n I 8 q 'f 0 t") + h e 5 0 U + h 
~ 51'de of the NaY"r-ows, on the 

o hi II over looking the water . 
. Before that, worsh ip serv,'ce 5 

• were con ducted) in the sum­
mer months, in the schoaJflouse 
ot the head of ll~ohY'ly\y ta ke 

Bct~.'1 Rev, Logie) of Froserburg) not onilj preached at- the 
school but in homes) at I uMber camps) and in the Town 
Hall on 'Pi If Hi II' (so named due +0 the location of t-he 
drug store). In 18QY. An9us Mackol1 bu,'/t hi's sawmill 
or"\d the first lUN'\ber sawn WQS donated -Por the new 
church. Corpef'lters on the project were John M C Let')r1Qfl!) 

George Cole) and Eachern Me Each ern, Q ncl the'j bu i It 
well. The pews in +h is ch urch weY"e mad e. in Iqp+ 
b'j Rev. Basil Henry and Erostos Lockmat/. 61. The 
ba cks were mo de of bloc k ash v-jo"nt. The pew ends 
alonq the. aisle we.,-€- 011 made froYYl a single. yellow 
birch Tree wh i c h Angus MackoSl cut down) a long the 
Paint Lake Road near the ceme+et"~ and schoo 1. Jt 
was then skidded +0 the II TraMway" and tronsport-ed 
by welter to his mill. It was the largest tree that was 
ever cut in the ~ ill. 'I' 

In ,q.2.3 the church was eY)­
jorged by puitlnq an extension 
on the bui Jd i ng fo forM a; 

chancel. On +fle road side a 
bell tower- was erected and C 
the wl'ndows -Prom 'besi de the 
door Were added +0 the sides l 
of' the bu i l din 9' Although a , 
s+one-tence, was built in IQ25, it later was reYYloved. 
During the church's cen+enn i 0 I ':J ear of J qq'-l Q new 
stone fence was made. l 
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As early QS Iq12 there 
we 'f"e S e 1""1' 0 us dis c u s s i on 5 

ar-ound the Lake of Bo~.s 
at the commot') sense 
of havj ng two m; nisters 
in one smal) place. 
Their +hinkinq was 
~entred on this fdeCL­

ISO 

"while others havin~ none must suffer for wont ofQ..l 

watchful shepherd. t The Methodist Church in Dorset 
(shown above) had beef) QJ village landmark for 05 

far bacl-< 05 1880 or earJ.'er. It was Jocated across 
the street from the Angli can c.hurch. The end 
result for Dorset wa5 that there was Q.I forrY) of 
union set up and workill19 se~ey-al year-s prior to 
the establishmenT of the UnIted Church in 1'125. 
The old Me+hodl'st Church WClS taken down in 
Iqt+5. 

This church is very fortunate +0 have OJ well compi led 
history of written and pictorial moterfaJ done by 
Ruth MCLennan in lqq4-. 



lSI. Dw i9 hi - stewart Mernor; a I 

The Uni+ed Church at DWIght is located on ~ beauti­
ful piece of property 6e.si de the Lake of Ba'j.5. It ,'s 
on i nteres+i n9 church i n +~CI+ its roots 0 re Baptist 
and Presbyterian. The bUIldin9 itself was first u.5ed 
on Sunday) AlA9ust 21

J 
1887. In )qloq the Sundolj School 

roorY'l at the back WQS f,'rst uti li2ed. 

[ 

In the I 870
1s) Q few fam; lIe5 moved to the aY"ea fr-ovn 

Gre'j County and began +0 feel the need of pastcV"'o I 
core. Thelj wrote. to the Rev. Alexander stewart of 
DurhoWl and in J883 he begon Q series of sprfn~ 
through fall annual visits +na+, resulted in the orgcH')12-
a+ion of a Baptist chuY'"ch. Rev. stewart) who waS 
seventy year-s old at the time) 6e90Y"l to v,'sit homes 
and preach, resultin9 in a.. bapt,'sMal serv,'ce for 
twenty-six people in the water- of the Lake of Bays in 
front of the pres ent si te of the c.h urc h. R,.ght FroV'f) 
the start) the Bqpt,'st ChuY"ch was basically Q., 5UWH'Y)ev-

congregation whereas st. Peter's Pr-esbyteY""Qf) church 0 
(built in 18Sq) held serv,'ces regular'Ij throughout the 
yeo..-. But the two churches were. never in competi+,'oV1) [ 
if") toc. t man ~ Pres b~teria n 5 knew a no ad mired Rev. 
J. W. A, STewart (son of Alexander) and o-f+en went +0 l 
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15.2 , 
h ear h,. (Y) pre a C h. J-J e too J-( 
S UrYHY'I er servl'ces Q ttthe Bap­
tist C.hurch here. for fif+y 
~ear5. And it was he who 
felt the +I'me had come to 
secure the c...hurch's future. 
Mos + of the orig ina I Bapt,.sts 
had died or Y'Y)oved 50 he 
looked to the newly c.reafed 
united Church of wh,'ch . f 

st. Peter's (pic+uY"ed here on 
the le-Ft) had becoVY)e a partir) Iq25. Ata meet,'f)9 
on 5e.ptember 20) )C!31o the propert'j was transferred 
and at Mrs, Arc-hie Gouldie's sU9gesfioVl) the church was 
named stevJarT Memori a J j n honor of its fOlA nder: 

The -two chuY'"ches continued in use - stewart MeYY)orfaJ 
IV) the sUrI'lYY)er ond st'. Peter's in the w,'nter. In Jq~7-(p8 
the final inte.9ratfoVl began. sf. Peter's was sold 
and its windows were moved to the Sunday School 
room at the stewart Memoriol church. The MerY)orfal 

Bell from st. Pe,ter's was erected ,'n the Stewart MeM­

oria/ Church~ard in Ju ne ) q 78. 

The Foundation of Inner Peace 

,.. Refusal to engage in self-pity 
when life seems to hand you a 
raw deal 
",.. Cultivation of old-fashioned 
virtues-love, honor, compas­
sion, and loyalty 
",.. Establishment of reasonable 
goals, accompanied by realistic 
standards of self-expectation 
",.. Belief in something bigger 
than yourself 

.. The absence of suspicion and 
resentment 
.. Refusal to live in the past and 
to be preoccupied with mistakes 
and failures 
... Refusal to waste time and 
energy fighting conditions over 
which you have no control 
... Detennination to stay in­
volved with the world around you 
and to resist the temptation to 
withdraw from life 



15.3, Foot's Bay 
Method,'sts We'f'e at 
W 0 r kin t h , 's a y- e cv j n 

the e.arJy IqOO's or-
,sooner. They bui}t 
t h ,'5 C h u Y" C h ~ t s ta ney 
Brae - ,." The Church "Y') 

the Wildwood" a.5 it 
wa 5 known to the more 
poe+icaJJ~ incjined 
mem ber-s. It was Cl.I 

very popular church with the 5UYY'\rYler- people around 
LaKe Joseph. At the lost it was used as Q/ summer 
church. Itwos demolished in IQ51o. 

T~e building now used as ell United church at Foot'5 
BOlj was erected in lSQ7 as a Baptist Church. All of 
the basic construc-tion a nd church furnishings were 
donoted by p~ople interest~d in seeing a ProTestant 
c.hurch esfabl,shed ot Foots BOLj. The Baptis-t c~n9-
re~atioY'l wa 5 never vertJ, strong nUrYlerica tty and .+ 
e"ev)+uCJII~ 90ve wo'J to the Methodists who began to 
use the bU ,ldin9 as a winter- church. IY) IQS4- it was 
purchased frOM the BQptists with donated funds from 
Mr. John MCClelland (the pubr,·sher, and Q sumMer vl'sitar). In 
ICfQlo fooi's Boy un;ted Church became a summer- onl~ cburch. 
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Fraserburq I.5Lf. 

The zealous efforts of Mr: Malcolm Bethune) the 
Presbyterion student minister, Q Iso bore fruit ai Fraser­
burg whef"e) under his guidance) a frame church was 
opened on July 5) J885 ( 2. tjeors folJowl'f)9 the BOlJsvd/e one). 

No doubt he was capitaljzing on the fhn'vI'n9 congre9afi6t1 
of 4-4- peoele that were meet"n9. fortn,ghtllj for- service, 
6u-t where? From the outset) Mr: Hugh Homi Iton's home 
WQ5 used for serv,'ces) and it was there the. church was 
forma II~ orga n~ 2ed or). September 22) 1877. ~orty p.lus 
people In a p,oneer-s,zed home would certaln/lj give im­
petus to formIng a trustee board (Wm. C, Fraser) Alex, 
Mcka~1 a,nd, Hugh Hom .Iton,)' bUIj"n9 proper+~ (April lq) 1884-» 
and b U I I d I Y) 9 a.. c h u rc h I n a h u rr lj - th e 'j be 90 n j n 

March and moved in if) 
Jul'j (a,/though ther~ 
was sfd rIots fo fl'nl sh). 
The Sabbath School was 
es+abl is hed in J 880 and 
a L ad;es' Aid Society 
was organized jn ISqq. 

1/~-Wi."~/lII111'II!nllllal!ll'l"I!.,.···l!I-Ir,-"'-I:I- The pi CTu re 0 n the rJ'ght 

~:;;1;3~ is how the i nterio~ looks 
ot -the present t, me. 



155, c,ra"enbu(st- Trini±(~ 

At Trinity United the vl'sitor infor-motion packet ex p1air1S in 
detail the stories behind +hree of this church's creative 
theolo91'cal expressions of faith: the sculpture (on the 
chur'"ch lawn) the d06sal cur+ain,QncJ the baJcony tapestry. 

Each of these art 
-torms re.pr'"e 5 ent 
(Y\on~ hours of 
patient work wh.'ch 

reminds us of the 
sacrif,ce 5 and labo,­
of those who have, 
down through the 
years, endeavoured 
+0 keep the church 
ope" 05 CL spec.io J 

place of worship. 
An old picture postc.ard. (above) shovJS -the portion of Triflit~ 
that opened on AU9ust 8) IQ21o. This) oJon9 'Nith a major add­
i+ion puton in Iq5q) is the c.hurch of today. But what CJb~ut 
the past? 

The 1811 1.1. Wesleljon Method is+ PIon -tor- Preach; ()9 0(/ the. Muskd<a 
Circuit,., had GrO\lenhurst listed amof19 its se'Jenteef) preachin q 
places,al+hough the congreqotion wasn'f forMall~ or9onizecJ 
until 1812. The ~eQr after tnat the flectgJi roup began to 

bui Id a.- c.hurch, but t 

a downturn ; f) the 
lumber bus,'ness 
caused Clt serious 
setback to this plan. 
So the Methodl'st 
church wasn't open­
ed un+i I I Z77 under 
the leadership of 
Rev. John Peppel. 
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15ft::;, 

DespIte the fi nan cial difficulties +~o+ clogged the early times) 
the church grew nUff\ericolly so the budding was enlarged. The 

pic+ure ot the Jeft 
shows part of the 
inten'or and the WQ~ 
it wa s d ecora+e d to 
pa y trj bute to Queen 
Victori Cl/ at the time 
of her death in Jqol. 

As church Uf)lon grew 
as ClI discussion 
I'S5U e) the Presbqter-
Ions and Methodl's+s 

Photos court"e5Y the Grallel'l hurst- united. in GratJe()hu rst form-
ed a Union Church and In the ne9otiatio()s at that time) 
the 11-esby+eriQy) Manse became the minl'ster's residence. 
The old 9ra y fro me 
house Of) John street 
WQS built ill 1880 
and has become 
noted because it 
wa s the birth pIa c.e 
of Dr. Norman Beth­
une who "s remem­
bered largelf:l for 
his heroIC work in 
ChinClJ_ It I'S pIctured 
here in Iqlb7. SiX 
'jears later it was purcha sed by the Canadian 90vemment 
and ;5 now Bethune Memorial tfotJse. I believe we shouJd 
also commemorate the wOfk of his -Pather, Rev. Malc.olr!) N. 
Bethune) who a Iso i n-Fluen ced many I,'ves for- good. 

The on'glna} frame c.hurch bur-ned down on January 30} Iq21D 

but 220 days later Tn'n;+y Un'lted Church rose from the 
ashes and still ministers +0 this small town tado:!_ 



15'7, HekkJa, 

The I,'tt-Ie white tr"'ome church in f-/ekklcv once sat r 
at Ashdown Corner-.s in H ump~retj T?wI/ship. It 
was dismantled and moved wIth sleIghs and hor5es 
ro i+.5 current one acre site, F?urc.hased from Jacob 
and Jouran EinarsoYi in ISg7 -for .$J2.00. The re-
6uildin9 project took place in }qOO by volunteer 
la6ore .... s. A box socia} was held +0 raise enough 
funds to pur-chase the point and lumber to com-
pJete the ceilin9. As jn 50 many Muskoka com­
munit,es, earl~ servl'ces were herd in van'ous hafYles. 
B~ ISglt» There was Q, stronq desire to have Q/ 

church and Q) ceme+er!:j - this wo.s part,-cu)or-l!1 
needed 05 6un'oJ5 Were be,'n9 taken core of at spec-
faJ places on the farms. A dn'V"nq shed was built 
af the bock of the church in JQo4- fo house the horses 
of the minister and the mernbe .... s. 1+ was also the 
Scene of rY)ony Harvest HOrYle suppers, when Q..I 

tabJe and woodsto\le Were put I'n for the occasl'on. 
Un-fi J J ul ~ J) J q 15) th is cong re9D ti on was Methoq/st, 
then it bore a Presb~terl'oVl designation unt,., ,t 
beconJe a United Church in Iq25. Its pews and 
pulp,'t carne from the Rosseau Methodist Church. 
W,.-i+ing in Iq75) ella bodfrey noted w,'th saddness C> 

the closing of the . 
church ,. f1 J qlo 5 -
except for- an an­

nUQ I serv,'ce ea ch 
AU9ust. A walk 0.­

mong the monurn­
ents if) the church­
~ard reveals the 
1 ceJon die herita ge 
of this picture sq.ue [ 
Cordwel I Tow n sh ip 
comnlunify. 
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Harmony Un;ted Church is located on lot fa, concession 
f of Draper Township at the corner where the"+own­
line" road with R'jcJe Township meets the sideroad 
that travels north to MCLeanls Corners. The proper­
t'j was purchase d from the Woo/ling5 -Family j n J8Q'-l­
-tor $:)5.00. The stone foundation is still if"ltact 
that supports the superstructure that was built 
in Jgq5. The register of church members in Jaqa 
shows the following: Mr: and Mrs. William stamp, Walfer 
Tangetj) Mrs. C.l1ngelj) Mr. ana Mrs. Joseph Woolling (Frorf"\ 
whom the properttj was. purchased), Mrs. Workman) Wi)JiaM 

Woollings) Dals~ woolhngs) James Woollings) and Mrs. 
Jesse white. In that list Mr. stamp WQS noted os beinq 
the Local Prea.cher-) which jf) MethodisM Trleoflt he had 
a 'icence to preach in -the IDea I congregation if no ord­
ained mini ster was available. Mr. Joseph Woolli'ngs 
is noted as Q..I mor1 of many talents - C lass Leader 
(whi~h We would now CQ II ct sma 11 9 roup leader or 
-tacit Ita+or), steward (vIsitor of -the 5; ck or rnourrH'flq etc)) 
and SUndCl'j .s::.hooJ Super-intendent (jn charge of the 
group as a whole givif)91eadership in sin9ing,teachin9)· 
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Few churches ihe size of J-lillside un;ted have such 0/ 0 
compr-ehensive recorded hIstory as that prepared on 
their behalf in lqq 1 10':1 Barbara Poter5Ct'1, It highhghts 1"1 

the deto i Is of the I j fe of the church J s fou n de r) Rev. Rob- L 
ert Norton Hi ll) ~ minister with the New Connex,'oV) Meth­
odist Church and the first settler east of HuntsviJle .. De­
scribed as cv man of princely pres ence, on able speaker, 
and having Of) intelligent knowled.ge of theology, it l's not 
surpri si n 9 th at Rev. Hi JI devoted much of his ti me with the 0 
"Vernon Mis5ion") once SQ'd1nq "the hardest work of fflLJ 
life physl'ca lly ;s the work of fhe mission but I have reason 
to regard it as mlj appoint,."ent f,.orY) God .•• ·' If") J87t.f 
he bui It "Hi IJside Vi 110/' (now at the Muskol<\Q P,oneer Village) 
where four years later he. operated Q/ post office that he 
called Hillsrde. Meanwhile he or'\d his ne\ghbours were 
instrumental in estobhsh""9 f!J school section with the 
resultin9 log scl.,oolhouse (6udt in 1875) provid,'ng the 
venue -tor Rev. Hi lJ to preach iii un-ti I Fe.bruar~ II, IBQ2,. [ 
wher'\ the c.hurch bui 1din9 acr-asS the rood was opened. 
Additjon~ and "rnprovements have be nJode to the 
church in Iq53) lQ1.5)ond Iqqo. 
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l-lun+s vi lIe - Tr-Ini+y /00. 

~~~~n;~~~J1 In wn'tl'Yl9 about 
t-he very eorllj 
do ys of J'vle+hod,'sm 

, ...... ~:"~~:~ ot Hun+sv,'l1e) Mr: 
Jack LOljcock SQ~S-

~l~~~~ '" Me+hod,'sm wa 5 

the first denomin­
etl'on t" C Drf'I e ••• 
when Rev. R.N. Hil I 
conducted the first 
regular- servl'ce in 
th.e home of Cap­
+ain George Hunt." 

. Thl's occurred on 

Oc+obet'I/ 181o'L In time this place of meeting became 
too 6malJ and ar('ongements were then made to hold 
&en/ices in the Orangs Ha fl. An accoufl+ in the Maf1 J'+) 
lSSq FOJ"'ester rea ds- 1.t.111 the early part of the sevenTies) 
Mr. Cann presented +he c.hurc.h w;th a site and a "bee" 
was held +0 chop the ti rn6er standing on jt. Mr. 11 lion 
Shay logged a nd cleared the land for the. use of it} and Q 

5plendid crop of potatoes Clnd turnips was grown on it 
that ~ear. In 1874-, TW. Hall settJed here ..• shortJ'j after 
h;s orriva I ste.ps wefe taken +0 build Q church ... M,... Hall 
left befof~ the church was completed ..• and Rev, R. ro~e .. . 
who was knowfl in church circles as QI pushe~ was sent .. . 
and before Ot tjear he had iT fead~ for open; 0q. " F...-orn that 
day to thi 5 Q church has sat Or) this properrlj in the neart 
of Hunts\lj lie. The pre.5e~t buiJding was o!.p;c;aJl~ opened 
on Oc.tober .3) Isq7- and was par-tiClIl~ re.bul It after fi re 
raged through much of+he interjoT on February II, IqLf8. 

"The floor riseS 05 jt goes +0 the bock from the foor 
of the c.ommunion r'"oi hY19 enobl,"nq all to see the preacher 
and who occupies the front pews, iffhe ladies wear' ordin­
a ry hats." A Forester Reporter '5 astute ohservat .. on - October ISQ7. 



/6/, The Locks 

Or) February 15) ISq.3) John SQV'Y)pson Scar/eit and his 
wife. Emrf)o. Anne Scarlett- of POWQ5san donated fo aCre 

of land to the BruneI Locks PresbLjten'Q() Mission. On 
thi.s propertlj a church wa5 built) the trustees being 
Daniel MCEwan and Robert C,oodw,'n (grandfather of 
the former Ma~or of Hunfsvi lIe) IVorm c:,oodwl'()). The 
people of the comN\unit~ worked together diJI'gentl~ to 
provl'de th,'s place. 
of worship> shown 
h er-e in the eo rltj 
lQSO's. Although 
-th e c huY"c h Set W 

Q) period of be""9 
c\osed, it wa 5 

reopened b'j Rev. 
fred Berner who came -to the Aspdl'n c.harge about 
IQ/8,and continues tofunc+ion todoCj as part of Q.J 

Three point charge., Mr. Berner 1'5, shown below fn hi's 
non- preachl'n9) but a-good- sport, mode 1 /t IS it')teresi­
ing to note that stan Darling (for-Mer M.P. for- PQrr~ sound/ 
MU5kok~) is OJ grandchiJd of This church's -Founder. 

'-honk ~ou to ~erniee LOlle';!Y"Olle ~r 
her help in pr-oviding material· 
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Madi JJ Church /w.2. 

-
On JuJ y 1Q, IQlo2, the prov;nc;ol goverment r-ec-
09niz.ed the Madill 6~UQre-+jmbered church as 
one .of the few rernainin9 examples of its t~ p'e in 
Ontario. A,n QPproprj ate pJag,ue ":'las un veiled on 
that occaSion b~ J"1r: Arch,'e Madll1 7 son of John 
MadiJl after whom the church was named. The 
o.,ctual congregation was founded as early as J81tJ2 
when the Wesleyan fv1efhod,',S+ Yn,'ss iona ry heJd 
services jn the settlers' homes, but they a II felt 
serjousJl) the need ofQ/ place of worsh,·p. In time, 

a trustee board was formed ond the work pro­
gressed as Rev. Alfred La~cock descri bed Clf the 
Diamond Jubi}ee serv"ce. on JuJ~ 'Io J LQ35. J-Ie wrote) 
"" •.. to budd Q.I churCJh ... each -Porn j I yin the neW 
c.ommunity agreed to take out fwo rounds of 
109s ... later fo be hewn into timber for the new 
ch urch b'j Joh n H. Mad; J I . .. --rhere 6e,'rJ9 Y"YlO n y 
wiJJ.'Y"f3 hearts and hands, the summer-of J873 
Saw the bu; Id ;119 in course of construct,'on ... the 
pioneers Rresent at the r-aisinq were the Madills, 
MacdonaJas, BrolJs) Proudfoots c. H09aboam., 
Scotts+ FetterJY~l Spiers, Bradieljs', Mawhinney.s) " 
Johns ons) W. Han e5 ond others norso well known. 



/&>3 . 

Rev. La~cock's account goes on +0 tell of the 
de a + h 0 f M rs. C h a r J e 5 Ho 9 a bo a YY) > d a u 9 h + e r of M r. 
and Mrs. John Mad; 11 Sr" who was Jo,'d +0 rest; n 
the new cemetery if) Ma~ ofthatsQYY1e ~eQr) 
'" s he be; r)(3 the fj rst to sleep +here. 1') 'he projec..t 
continued os the in+er,'or got lathed and plaster­
ed) then +he windows and doors were puf into 
place. The pulpit and other fUrY1I'Sh,'YJgs we .... e 
added unt;' the c.hurch was in readiness for Q 

for(Y")Q.l c:peninq j n 1875. ApparentJ~ the cost 
of budd'Y}9 MaoiJl Church WQS $~OO. An an­
nual serVice of comWlemorat,on 15 held here 
each year. 

Madill's ch ne 110 lq35 

left +0 rI'3ht: 

r 

r 

f 

o 

Mrs. Ed. ArM sfron9 , Rev. Berner, ?(por+'~ hidden), Mrs. Modi 11, ?, 
Mrs. Joseph Spiers, ? , M,..s, Frank Bradley, WiJII'o~ Hones, . 
Miss Fonnlj Bray, Wells Bray, Mrs. William Murison, 
Mi ss Ja net Me Nichol, Allum Bro~, Rev. Alfred Lafjcoc k. [ 

I thank ml1 former pl"'l'ncipal Mr, .Jock Laycock for the above [ 
photo. His father pastor-eel Aspdjn, MadiJJ's, E.tweLl, C.anal) Me}isS(lI) 

and -the Locks ~ear- round -addin9 Year-ley in +he SUMn'ler! [ 
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Mo..cT;er 
lto'l- . 

At the end of I Q07 B. F: 
T ..... Cfcey held serv ices j 1') Q) 

house at the soufh end of 
the c.p. R. ~ord if) (,Muskokcu 
Station' as Macoer was then 
co lied. In earllj IQ{)Sj Rev. 

Fox of Port CarJing started 
holding church i r) the new 
store J Tater mOving in Ma!:J 
to the C. P. R, wait; Y'lg roo N) 

under the leadership of 1V1r". A.~. Leece. With the first 
train ol"riving in JUf'le-, tq06,more. ,seitlers started +0 inhabit 
the vi Iloge, By Jq,O there was CII preS5if)9 need for Q.t school 
and a church. Three WOMen (Mrs. Nobel Sheldon, Mrs. l SQ.,Q.-C 

Boon) "and M .... s. Williom Gos+I'ck) started the bCJ 1/ rollf"9 b~ 
holdiYlg Q box social ond bctke sale. With additional funds 

, ra j sea, the open inq of QJ combi ned churc h 0 n d sc hao I 
was a welcome addition +0 the fast 9rowin9 vi 110g8. Rev. 
jaMes Leach was the first Method ;s+ ~jnis+er to preach here-. 
The Methodists later withdrew and met at Mrs, George Faughts 
home until their- new church W05 opened in August of Jqll. 
That church is shown on the left in the above photo with 
the parsonage located to the ri9ht. The fi rs+ officia J 

f'e sident yon i n i 5 fer wa s Rev, Qua ir, Rev, J aMe.5 A ikenh ead 
served as pastor here frofY) lq ~3 until. the new churc.h 

_ ""05 opened . nearb~ 
in Jq~s. He s+oljea 
fo,... .3 more years. 
In December) lqqS 
Mac Tl er united 
Church amalgamated 
with Faof1s Ba~, M~ 
grate-ru/ +~onks to 

~I!I Jo ~ Lee -tor her heJp 
in word 0 ~d deed. 



/105. Mi Iford Bay- Wesley 

Wesle~ Churc.h o,;t it'S 
original location, 

The Wesley Method; st church WQS orJ'g" na 11'1 built r 
in 1875 at Point kalje (now Milford BQ~) and was 

[ 

r 

used up unti J }qloq (as a United church -trom IQ.25 on). 
The site.) with a burial ground at the bock) was given C 
to the Society (like on official board) b~ a Mr, Stocker) 
who met a prematur-e death b'1 Cl/ 9Ufl acc,'dent before 
the church was completed. Fi.f+Ij-nine saw logs were 
+0 ken to the rni' I ; n Port Carl i nq for U 5 e i Y) the con 57-
ruction of the "bcd/oon -frame" structure. Nine thous-
and cedar shi ngles were req.uired +0 do the roof. 

In July of 18710 the Wesley Church was dedicated +0 the 
9'or~ of God. OVer- .200 people. congregated 0+ the 
site where QJ puhlic tea. was served 0+ Lf p,m, ; n the 
beautiful grove adjoin" nq the chur""ch. This was one 
of the church e s on the Port Corlin9 Circuit. 

WesJe':j church was moved +0 the Muskoka Pioneer 
Village at Huntsville in JQ15. It WQ5 restored ot')d 
dedicated on June Jq) lqi7 and occupies OJ prominent 
plClc e Or') the hi 11 sf de. The Frien d s 0 f the Mus kokQ.l 
Piot')eer Vi Jfa 9 e provl d ed the f\'noncL a I SU pport to 0 
refurnish the church I'n IQQ2. Jt is avaiJab/e for wed­
dJ'ngs and other appropriate church activities. 
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Muskoka Fa lis 

Back in the earl~ 18ioO's when the Presb~terian5 estQ-
61 ;shed -their MusJ~oka Mi 55JOn) the wo rk at M LlskoJ"ll/ Fa JJs 
was desert'bed CIS being lit-he most prosperous station:' 
A I thou9h that may have been true sp;ritu ally) it d,cJn't 
o pply economica Ily because the church buildi09 effort 
ir1itiated it! 18iJ>8 blj Rev, Walter Wright took almost four 
years to complete. The Muskoka Fa lis Presbyten'on Church 
wosn't dedicated unti I Christmas Eve) 1811. No other church 
con9rego+ion in Muskoka has Q longer record of worsh,'p. 
ping if) the some foc i) ity. 

The church's his+on'cal bookJet(lq~q) draws attention +0 
the fact that tJ."s church on'9inoLl~ occupied Q Site "at 
the junction of two colonization roods " those beiY1q 
named the l'V1uskoka, and the Peterson Roods. Although 
many changes have been made to improve the structure 
of the bui ldif)9) 0 nd two additions ho ve prov,'cJed more 
space) fhe reversible pews ore sfi IJ ,'"tact and are a 
uniq.ue featuY"e +0 this church on/LJ .with"f) Muskokq 
Dis~n'ct, :~iS church's lonqevity ;s due) in part), to the com-
mun~+y ,Splnt of cooperafion and shari Yl9 eVI deflt from the 
beql nnlnq. 
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Both cu Presbyterjan and 0 Me od,"s op­
erated in Novar at the time of union in lq25. 1+ 
was decided then +0 continue serv/"ces in st. And­
rews Church and use the Methodist build,"t'l9 as Q/ 

church hall. It was la+e .... sold to Perry Township 
and subseq,uentJ~ was demolished. The earl,"est 
services in the areQl were held west of the village 

[ 

r 

in -the /c9 sChoolhouse that ,sat ,besl"de the road 
leading+o Cljprus, about ,* m,Jes sc~th of' the dfs­
tric.t boundary line. Her-e both denomJno+,"oflS held 
services jn J 877, then some dissension arose. Ed. 0 
Hooey gave land on the south side of Boundary Road, 
I ~ rn i les north of the schoo ') where Q, sma II Presbyten"a n 
Church was built in 1878. Jt fell J'.., three ~ear.5 later 
due +0 Cl.t heav~ snow load. BI.) 1883 the build"ng wa.5 
replaced and kept in use -Por Q do.zen ldears. B'y that 
time Novor became p'rominent, so the decisioYl was made [ 
to relocate the church. In 18Qt..j a sife was procured 
where the current hemlDck lumber churc.h was built, 
then opened for-- serv,'ces I'n Octo6e..--) JSQ5. For-- over 
seventy years Mrs, Eff,'e Hod9son has been j t1vo\ved 
at this church as the organist-one o-Pmony pecple 
throughout Muskokcu who have been faithful in g lvin9 r~ 
many decades of service J'n i-his wa y. L 
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Port Carling 

",all'-"~"'_ 

l(pg, 

The p,'c+ure on +he 
left was taken prior 
to +he June lq l2 
-FI re that destroljed 
+ he Btra*on Hou se. 
and the first Ang­
Jican Church as 
shown +cwords the 
Jeft of the photo. 
The 0+ her two build-
; ng 5 ore the driveshed 

Thonlc ':Iou to Ehl(l wi/,o,., and church of the 

Wesleyan Methodists. This group ftrst met in homes (from 
J8loq) then used the newl!j-bui/t Orange Hal/for- ct few ljear5 
(fr-om 187/). Although property was obtained in 1872, ifv.KJ.5 

six more years before cu cornp}eied church was opened at 
the corner of Maple and Medora streets. The Chn's+ian Educ­
ation area was added dun'ng -the tenure of Rev, Phyllis 
Sykes (ICfSq- JQw7) the only woman pastor of the c.hurch +0 date, 
She was ordained here in Iq0~, 

A mission was formed af Port Carling about 1875 and Q/ 

c.ircuit of churches was formed that included Port CorJ,'ng J 

8ardsvi lie} Milford Ba~ (Wesley), Brockenri9) Glen Orchard Clnd 
Foot's Bay. III Iqt7) when Walker's Point became Q;- mission 
on the circuit", Q., di SQ ppearin9 pro peller motor boat wa s 
purchased for the m,'nis+er's use and a boathouse was 
bui If for its keepi ng (in what ,'s now Hanna Pork). 

The origino) parsonage sat near the water across from 
the church (on the east side), During the pastorate ofJ. 
WesJey Fox (IQOitl-/Q/O) Mrs, Fox dIed of typhoid rever wh,'ch 
was believed to have been caused by inadeo,uate. sewage 
foci liti e s of the two hoteJ 5 in th e i mmed j are a rea. • 
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~1ISSI()N, 
ME1~I-IODIs~r CI-I URCH, 

lor thc ycar ending i\'Iay I sth, I~OJ. 

AMOUNTS RAISED FOR lYlINIS'rERIAL SUPPOR'l'. 

PORT CAR.LING. 

W. Hanna $ 10 00 
Asa Casselman 211 0\1 
W . F. Hanna 11 00 
Robt. ~biley :l 011 
'vV. K Forcman () Ill) 

John Trouten and wife J Ill) 

Gco. Carr ~ O() 
Win. Harris 2 flO 
Collection,; li .1 O() 

WESLEY. 
Robt Stroud 
Thos. Mears 
Mrs. W. W . Skilleter 
E. Prowse 
J. H. \\'illrnott 
Fred. Mills 
Miss Taggart 
H. J. Sawyer 
Mrs. F. Stroud 
Collections 

$ }5) 00 

;'j; H 00 
H (1) 

H 00 
10 (II) 

·1 00 
I) 00 
2 (10 
1 110 
J 00 
fj no 

:$ l'i~ ou 

GLEN ORCHARD. 

1.. Love. 
N. Orchard 
John Nixon 
Wm. Hall 
Collections 

$ If) I:lO 
10 00 

!) (10 
1 00 

15 In 

$ 51 15 

BRACKENRIG. 

John F\)ukes $ 10 {J(J 

\-VIll. Trouten Ii .iO 
TIlLIS W. Knight 5 .iO 
lico. Tcrry tJ 00 

$ 27 (I() 

:FOOTE'S BAY. 

Robl. Fawcett $ lli 00 
N. O. Roherts H no 
Collections () 25 

$ 25 2fi 

------.....~-

Summer supply C. B. J elfrey 
$ ::37 7:, 

Missionary grant 221 00 
ParscllJage i':!!.Prove2!.en~.4. 107 4;j 

~1f_{kkU_'~'~J." .J:{.fJ' 
For Connexional Funds. 

i\1 issionary 
S u pcran n ualion 
Educational 
Contingent 
Union Church Relief 
General Conference 
Sunday School Aid 
Sustentation 

\V. HANNA, 

$ 170 8':; 
20 00 

5 UII 
2 5U 
1 (JI) 

:1 4U 
2 OU 
[j 00 

Recording Steward. 

(!ARI.I"'~ METHOD/5T 
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Alfred kay's 
notes about the 
hl'story of this 
church refer +0 
the winter of 
18foq -70 when Q., 

fe W 5ett lers would 
qo+her j n the 
Kay·s 109 house 
o nd ,It Father-

Port Syd ney - J<(")QX 170 

would re ad the 
scriptures and 
thelj would all sin9 the good old psalms and hymns ... " 
It wasn't until 1873 that Q.. Presbyter,'oy) student min­
ister heard of "our 1 ittle comfY'\ut'1i+~, came.. and 9ave 
us a weekday service once Q., month,? but Q., place of 
worship was still more than a decade away. Mr. S~dney 
Sm i+h d of'lated lot 33 of the cor ner of VernoV') street for 
a budding sife (earlier he had donate d land to the An.9Jicans). 
The real drIving force that ener-gi 2ed the congregation to 
bUild was the Rev, J, Sie"e.right. He caMe ,'(') AU9usf J884- and 
people were soon busy haull'n9 stone) cu*~ng +J'mber 
and doing the many tasks . it ta kes to inJ tJ'ote Ct/ new 

structure. The 10'1 b~JO" 

) 

hand-hewn beaMs a­
round the perimeter ore 
stjJJ doing their' job tDday. 
B~ February 1885 the 
chur-ch was use d for 01 

wedding, an c:l in re­
modelled forrY') j 5 st.IJ 
servl'()(3 the village of 
Port 5~dn ey as OJ reli9-
ious centre-ror two C0Y19-

.... e9o+,-ons) its own and 
the Bible Chapel(unfil 
October Iqq(Pl. 

• 



17/, 
RDsse~u - st. Andrew's 

(Parry SOlAnd Distric.t) 

st, Andrew's has been used con+inuou.sly for church 
serviceS since i+opened in 1878. Records reveal that 
Presb«j+eria Y'\ folks gathered in the home of Mr, J. B, 
Rel'd as earl';f as Mo~) 1877. Under the direction of 
Rev, ~/1~n FindJalj) the group WQS encouraged to form 
a bUilding c.ommittee and proceed with plans to make 
a." house of worshi p. This resouY"ce-fu I commi tree 
raised funds through holding many social evefl+.s­
and even obtained money froM their Member of Parl­
iaMent! If) 1880 they decided +0 lath and plaster 
the interior. Five hundred la+h strips wer-e. donated 
+0 the couse) -t-he " SOrf\e being teamed FrofY1 Porrlj 
Sound by Messrs A, Mel'senhel'mer and T. McWnll'oms, 
who each recei ved $1. 00 for thel'r work." ThJ's cong­
regation purchased Q.I manse in IQ03 -tor $400. 
Six decades later it was sold for $ 5800 and +he 
proceeds were used +0 renovo te the c.hurch i~ IqloLf-. 

TheY"e is Methodist heritoge at st. Andrew's a.s weJl. 

That denor"Y"'II'nation a9ree~ to wi+},dr-aw their ~ini5-
ter in IqJ5. The Method, st Church was sold ,V) ICJ22 
and The congregation o!ficiO Ily (bu+,not unani rnously) 
becaMe part of the United Church Pi Iq25. l 
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Bu i It in J gCJiD -ql) Seobree2e Co mrnunit':1 Church \Vas origin-
0"«:;1 on austere Methodist box. of Q. buiJdin9 whose only 
ecclesiastical +ouch was the Victorian pump orgon with its 
"gik/gerbread" mou/din9s and false pipes. Wifh the e}(odus 
of Nlos+ permanent residents from the QreQ/ with the 
departure of the lumber companies, the church had +0 
sus pef'ld year"'· rou nd servi ces and was kepT open in -the 
summer- onlLj through the growing popuJoritCj of'the lake 
of Bays as Q vacationland, Known as Lakeside Method­
is+ inifially, it was joined btj the congregation of st. 
Paul's Presb~+-erian at the time of union if) }Q25. St. Poul's 
was the first church in +he Bjrkendale areO!, havit")9 been 
built in J 685 on the west Sfde 07 Ten Mi Je Bay near Ron­
vi'le Lodge. 

1+ waS In the early IqfoO's fha+ the. United Churc.h recommended 
that SUMmer c.hurches such as Seabree2e be closed in Or) ef­
-Port to s+ren9+~en nearby permanent conqregofians. This 
came CIt a cruelol pe .... ,-ed o-F renovations to the old bu; Id,'''9 
being done btj interested cottagers such as the Emerson 
-Pomify. Undaunted) they co lIecfed funds and proceeded Wi+~ 
the project, which included the oak woodwork from Deer 
Pork United c.hurch in roronto .bei('\9 transforMed into cv 

l rfcn new interior for this pioneer- place or q.uiet worship. 



173, ,SpOryaOW Lake - .st. Pau I' 5 ., 
(The L,tTle Church that Refused to D,'e 

The church at Severn Bn'dge was c.losed and torn 
dow Y) • Spa r ro W L a k e wa .s des -J- j f1 e d to f 0 JI 0 W sui t) 
that is, unt; I 0 gyaOUp of community-sPln'ted people 
with a mind for spiyaitual heritage 90t together. In 
Iqlb they obtained a vacQ~honJ'r'19 minisfer from J<en­
tucky, Rev, George M, Miller, and set to wDrk to save 
the church. And they were successful 0.5 Rev. JV1ilJer's 
I,'tll e "/ogo" recorded above iMplies. 

The church has its roots in Presb~terionisYYl for it 
was of that persuasion froVY') the tl'me it was built 
in 18810 unti I it become"United" in Iq25. One of the 
fIrsT sermons Oswald J. smith (founder of the Peoples' 
Church in Tor-onto) ever pr-eached wa 5 he ard in this 
bui Idi n 9. while he wa S Q fJed glin 9 student m in i ster. It 
WOo to thIs church that one falfhful grandmother 
used to 6r,'ng Q bug9Y load of c.hiJdren to 5undQI.) 
school- the means of conveyance be/'n9 n,'cknamed 
t-he ""Gospel Chariot.'" 

c 
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utte.rson /?~. 

The beautiful church site at utter-son was ob+afn­
ed from l\I]r. Era stus Hon es. It later saw the er­
ection of- a frame. c.hurch 2'-+' b'j 40 ' about jg75 
at a cosT of $C!JOO. Mrs. Edith We'.,. states that 
u. It wQsn"t on easy task to layout Q buildinq Jot 
in those days ..• if you sfop +0 think of all the virgin 
ti Y'Yiber the~ were. confronted with ... thelj offen had 
to have huge bonfires and burn ~ Jot of timber 
to get roofY) +0 work, plus clear,'neg (It lot for J09s 
and lumber." This effort transpired on behalf of 
the Methodist cause, but the ~uildl'n9 put up wa 5 

only roughly finished both inside and out. Mrs. Enid 
Brown relates the s+orlj of G.W. Lank,·t)· 'who came to 
the vil1aqe in the earllj J8QO'S, saW the prJ·M,·tive con­
dition o-r the church and was ,t, so diS9usted ..• that 
he had a carpenter come from Ham; lfon and .•. the 
piasTer ..• was put on the Wa lis ..• t-ouf\ded w/'ndows 
were placed at the top ... and the build,'nq was 
made to look more like 0/ church. " 

U7terson also had a Presb~terion Church built about 
I croo. By the end of World War I the~ dec; ded +0 becoMe 
one 50 the Preshyterian Church was converted to a man~e. 
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Utterson Methodist Churc.h in its more 
pn's+i ne sta ge. (Photo courtes':f 0, cha+illon) 

This ;s a" picture of Emily 

VestClJ (Fors~th) Hampson. as 
Ci young wornon. Although 
born in Moose Jaw, Saskatch­
ewan in Jql"l, she spent most 

of her life j., the village of 
utterson where she li\led with 
wolter"') her husband for'" 5 I 

years) and raised four c.h;ld­
ren: Harold) I<ei th, Oi a ne. and 

CynthiGtl, Among her many 

other involvements) Ves+O.I 

[ 

wos (J.I driving force in the 0 
utterSOF'l United Church where 

for forty yea r5 she was 0rg - L 
anis+ and treasurer along 
with a lot of o the I'" jobs - C 
including the highl~ succ.eSS-

ful annual turkey suppers. 
Of) August~, IQqfo, Vestcv died, but her funeral, just a s her"' J,'fe) 
was OJ tiMe of r-ejo,'c.ing - OJ true celebrcrhon of Q) life lived 1/ 
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In 1 q.2 5 the church on the C,ib son Reserve became 
a united Church. The ensuing years hQV~ brought 
about many changes in ml'nis+rlj phiJosophlj. Tne 
United c.hurch of Conada beJieves and supports 
H that native con9regafi ons should be po stored blj 
native. people ' .• with native COfltent in worship ... 
r\ofive languoges and h yrnn 5", etc . ." To that end an 
All Native Circle Conference wos estobJ,'shed wh,'ch 
the wnhto United Church joined in lQQ2. stort,'n9on 
January J)./QQ3) Mr. Pe.+er Franks became the Joy supply 
pastor - tollowing ,'n the tradition of his great 
<3rondfafher, JSQioh Sahonotien. When Mr: Sahon­
atief) died on June 2Q, J Q70, he wa 5 the last of the 
original group who arrived at Wahfa Gibson Reserve 
-Prom Oka) Quebec) in November 188 I. 8e,.n9 Q youn9 
lad at the time, no doubt he watched with interest as 
his elders pl'eked out the church site on lot 13) concession 
b of Gibson Township and set to work +0 bu ild a little 
'09 church ;r') /881. A few years la+er he and hI's brIde 
We're the .pj rst peopJe +0 be ma rn'ed there. 

Many mjssioY)ar~ teachers and preachers carne to carr~ 



on the work 0 f Method" sm 
among the I roq,uo,'s) but often 
when there was no one else 
to I ead in worshi p) Mr. Sah­
ana+ieY) would preach,I'n the 
Indian tongue, a message 
of deep sincerity. He was 
; ndeed OJ revered man of 
God who had learned to 
appreciafe the Protestant 
6e ll'efs that had caused hi's 
people +0 come to WohfQ.l. 
At his funeraJ, Mr. Pirie) the 
I a y Nl,'n; ster who served the 
Reserve oi th e +i Me) though+­
fu JJy use d the EnglJ'sh trans-
I ati on of the I n dian 23rd. 
Psa J r() ) w h ,'c h 90 e 5 as fo JJ 0 W.5 -

/77 

The Great Father is cv Shepherd chi ef: I om His and w,'th ''Ohm I 
wont not. 
He throws out to me Q..J rope, and the name of the rope is 
love., and He draws me to wher-e the gra5s ;s green, and the 
wa.ter is good, and I eot and I,'e dowY) satisfied. 
SometImes rn~ heart ,'s weClk and f'alls down, but He Uffs 
it up °90"'1) and draws me info a.... good road .. H(:s name 

i5 Wonderfu 1. 
Somet,'rY)e.) it rnQIj be soon) it mQy be longer) it malj be Q/ 

long) lon9 +,'me, He w j II d ra w me i 1)+0 0.1 place between 
V'Y"'ountoins. It is dark there) bu.t I' J/ not draw back. 
J'll be ofra,-d not) -For it is thef"e between these mountal'ns that the. 
5hepherd chl'ef wilJ N'leetrne and the hunger J have. felt in f'n':j 

heart 011 through th,s hf'e will be satisfied. SOrY\e+,Mes He 
Yy\Clrl<es t"he rope into Cl/ whip) and ofterwords He. 9ives me 
0. staff to I eo", on. 
He spr-eacls ClI+ab\e. before Me with 01/ 1~I',.,ds of food. He 
puts His hand on my head ond all the "+ir~dll I' S 9 one. MLj 

l 
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178, 
cup He fills u~+il it runs over, 
what I te.ll you is true. J I,'e not, These roads that are 
away ahead wi II stay with me through th,'s I,'fe or\d after­

words I will go to the Big Teepee and sitdowf) with the. 
Shepherd Chief forever. 

The above picture was likely takeV) I'n IqOq when the 
new c.,hurc.,h wa 5 opened on lot 10) con cess ion 5) the 
current location of the building_ A new beJJ was 
"r)stalled in the belfry with the foJJow\'ng ,'nscn'ptfoV): 
"'Rin9 out the Fal.se) Ring in the True." 

This view of the wohtcv chu~ch 
wa5 taken by Mr: H. R. Scovell 
on one of his school Inspect,-on 
jaunts sometl'me betwe en IQ07 
and ''J 22 whi Ie he wa 5 ,. n office. 
The picture was provided to me 
by Mr. Robert Petry of Brace-
brj d 9~. 



We I kef" 15 Point - La kesl'de. 

10" -

' . . . 

The forYYler 5.5. #2 Wood Township schoolhouse serves 
as the church bui Idi n9 for this cOrlgre9atiov) whose roots 
9 0 ba c k +0 / g q 5. M r: a V') d Mrs. H 0 ra c e Bra d J e y s e *1 e d at 
Walker's Point that year and began to hold worship ser­
Vices ana SuY)day 5chool in their hOMe. The BradleljS 
had SalvaTion Arrf)~ background. He was serv"()9 as 
Corps Officer at Coldwater when he met and fell I'n 
love with ~ sweet youn9 soldier from the On'll'a Corps. 
Their suhseq,uent rnQrri age meant that he could no 
longer serve as a Corps Off,'cer} as husband and wl'Fe 
must be off; cers together. ~onseq,uef)tly the;J moved 
to MU5kok~ where they carn ed on worship serv,'ces 

[ 

[ 

in the Me+hodi~t trodi+,'on later mov,'Y)g +0 the school-
. house until D 

the first 
church was 
bu i Jt bes i de 
La k'e MuskokQ 
in IQ20. Mr. 
Bradley fs 
Seen here 
seated with 0 
a... 9 roup that 
met outdoors 0 
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190. 
at the Narrows - near Pine Lake. Harvey Bradley) his 
grof)ason) recalls that his grand-Father received no 
reMuneration for his preachiVl9. Winter- se ..... v,.ces at 
the 5chool req,u,'red a three mile wa I k on wh,'ch Mr. 
Bradley not onl~ car-r,'ea his Bible.) but enough wood 
necessarl1 to heat the buiJdinq while church waS 
conduc.ted. 

The or'"Igina} church (virtually unchanged on the ext­
erlov- as 'jOU Con see) J ocate d j 1') Q J ovely wood ed se-t­
ti nq n ear the 10 ke ('fY'1od e a va i I at> J e by Mr. W. Emmett 
Prott) eventua J/!J becQ me part of the Un'lted church 
in ,q~5. Chan9ing conditions co used the congregatron 

,\, 

Of-F,'cer. 

+0 purchase and reno­
vate the brick school 
DC ross the roa d f'rQYY\ 
the former COfflMUf'litlj 
Cen-tre, wher-e winter 
services were held. Al­
though th,'s buildin9was 
toc.a-ted inland, the nome 
Lakeside was retained to 
reflec.t its her~+age. It 
is; nteres+i n 9 to nate 
+hat the curr-enf minl'5+e~ 
Robert Knl'ghton, is Q., 

former Sa IVation Arm.Cj 

Before 18q5) ther-e wer-e no regularly held reJig jous 
services on Walker's Po,'nt. On occasion a +ravelh"9 
missionary would pe .... fo rVY1 spec.ial ceY"emonies for 
the settlers but blj and larBe, as Jo~ce. ScheU put it; 
'''people me tin various heme 5 for- 5 j mp Ie se .... vic e5 

omong them selves.') AI-I-hough that i,s no longer- the 
case) +he\'e w€\'e many ~eor5 when Horace J. Brodle~ 
(son of' f1oY"Qce Sr:) -f'aithfullCj held house meet; ng.5 



18/ . 
throughout the COfYH;)'')un'lt~ +0 provide spirituaJ nurture 
for friends an d nei ghbors. In fact h~ also went fur­
ther afield 1-0 church es at Pine La ke} J<d wor-thlj) Q nc1 
Morrison Lake as well. Mr. a.nd Mr5. ~orace J. Bradletj are 

shown in the bock 
row w i+h a group 
of ch; ldren at 
Walker's Point who 
had just recei\led 
theIr 5unda ~ 
School certificates. 
FaN"lily naMeS 

re pres ented are: 
Schell, smith) 
Gil.lan} I<t'r khou se 
and Bradle~. 

Mr. HarveCj BrodJe lj 15 

pi ctur-ed here beside 
the stained glass wl'nc1~ 
oW in the Walker's Point 
Church tha..T is a N)em­
orial to his grandfather 
Horace (18(0':>- lq38) and 
father Horace J. ( J qo:)­
l q Slo) • 

I wi sh +0 thank Harvey 
for the +ime. Qt"Id efforf 
he :Jpent Or'\ m~ behalf 
11\ order- to complete this seG+ion 
occur-cd~l~ ond with pic70ria I 
record'S. 

[ 
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Windermere 

The enduri n g beauty of natura I stone (quo,.r-,oed on 
site), the trained elje of an orchitecht) a nd the 
skill .s of local craftsmen were cornbi ned +0 create 
the IO\Je1':J Windermere United C hurch i~ I q 50 (+he 
last church of this denomination to be built in Musk­
oka to date). Interestin9Jy enough» there have been 
three church buildin9s on this same property. The 
Primitive Method; st missionary VIsited this fJedgJ'·nq 
Lake Rosseau setHeMent in the mid taloO's. Eorltj 
supporte.rs of the work were members of such famiJ,oes 
as the Forges, Fifes, and Aitl<ens. It was David Fife 
that gave the land that the. of"iginQ I church sat on, 
whi cJ.) likellj wasn't -r;nished un+i I the I S80's. By then 
Windermere was developin9 more rapidl':JJ 50 the 
little Church became the Sunciotj SChoel r"om when 
-t-he second church was bui 1'1- in J gqLJ. Both -t,ona 1I'j 
9a\Je way to the stone s+r~c+ure that so prominent1'j 

occupies -t-he. 
site today. Lil-<e 
many churches. 
in Mus k 0 k QI, th I 5 

church also en­
jo~s the support 
of many .summer 



/83, 
Y"esidents. 

Mr. Thomas Aitken built hI's home at Windermere jV') 

,gloQ. naminq the comMuni ty after a lake in northern 
En 91 Q n d . Be sid e s be i h 9 QI cont r'"" bu to r to the fo u nd -
ing of the church) he instigated Q., business that 
eventua lly became Q.I landmark in Muskoka..­
Wl'ndermere House. A Ithough he died ,'n ICllqJ h,'s 
sumMer resort lived on - ),ved on until February 
IQqlo when it was +rQ9icaIl~ devastated bid -F,'re. It 
was appropn'ote then that more than 1'70 people 
crowded into Winderff)ere united Church in March 
to work through thel'r feelings and pOIj ell Jov"nq 
farewell to liThe Lady of the Lake." 

that the reproduction above is from a wood-cut 
R. Edis Fairbairn. minister of the Church' from 1940 until his retirement 
in 1948.} . 
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United Penfecosfa I /8~ 

This is OJ postwar denominat,'on that ,'s the pr-oduc.t of cv 
union between the Pet'1tecostal AGsembhes of Jesus Chr"st 
and the Pentecostal Church. These two churches united 
at st. Loui5, MI'ssoun', in IQ45, where i+5 headC}uar-l'ers reMain. 

This group origina lIy came +0 MuskokQl in the earl'j IQaO'S 

when meetings were held in cv home if) Lakewood Park 
at Huntsville, As -time went on -the congreqat,'or) f,'rst moved 
+0 the Town Hall then later the Orange t1alJ J both these 
locations being in HuntsviJle. The first pastor CaMe in 
Iq83 and he was Rev. Randy JVJcCrae. Four years later he 
was jo"ned b~ an assistant) Rev. Rick Merkel who has re­
mained as pastor since the MCCrae's moved to Beaverfon 
jt') IqQO. 

Since IqqO -the United Pentecos7oJ church has met in -thiS 
bui Id;~~ at Port SljcJne~ .. A roorY'\ has been prepared here 
I'f) whicK the Sunday senlJceS ore held - a. true house 
church! 



C ornrYI un; +Id churc hes 185, 

Muskoka., has ClI feU} churches that do not operate. under 
any denominationaJ hier-archy, although some of+hem 
begon t~a+ wa~. 1+ "s~ 1+ 01 ways easy to det~rrYli,ne with 
communIty churches If the -PorMer denom/nat,onal t"e5 
have been completely severed. Generall~ speakir)g the~ 
are summer churches) but that I'S not always the case. 

Bannockburn 
Their- bulle.tin says II The little Church beside the lake - Be­
neath the tr-ees-" and this co-H-Qge look-alike church near­
Acton Island in Lake MuskokClJ jsjustfhat. The name 
came frorY'\ the donor of the land) Albert E. Gordon, near 
Whose home this church was bui 1+ in IQ21. Whet) the Presbtj­
terian student came in tq22 to hold serv,'ces, ma,,~ of 
the congregation came blj boat, especia lly +0 the popular 
5unda~ evening sing songs. Since 1'138 Bannockburn has 
been Q, non- denominationa J churc.h served by 0 vaf/'ety 
of interesting clergy. The main sanctuary of the churcn 
once sat at whiteside where jt served as on Orange 
HaJJ and Presb13terian Church. It sot vacQnt for severa J 

t1ears after the churc.h closed if1 11112. 5ubseq.uen+ly 
fhe home of Samuel white on Acton Island was offered 
for services where people often gathered Or) fhe porch 
and lawn for worsl1i p. Then, in JCJ:lIJ the.. maten'aJ wa 5 re· 
located to i-ts current site, and Bannockburn WQS born. 
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Church of the kettles 

Nestled among fraqront 
pine t .... ee s on the tip of Q./ 

penin su la jutting into lake 
Muskokcv) the CJiurc.h of 
the I<eitles wa.s dedicated as 
a non- denominotiona J chapel 
if) IQOO +0 serve the sum-
mer communi+tJ. Located 
across from Mortimer's 
Po in t) the c h u rc his a c ce s -
sible only by water. For 
many years befo .... e the. 
pres ent church was bui It) 
cottoge.,s in the nel'ghborhocd 
of "The Kettles" met for 
.worship servl'ces af the cof­

tage of Robert Shaw. 1+ WQS at such Q., Sundo~ afternoon 
servl'ce on August 4) 1885) that the worshippers decided 
to co II them selves QJ II ke*les Congregation.'1 A vl'si+,.ng 
mini s+er from Tor-onto, Rev. C. O. Johnston) fell in Jove with 
MuskokOl about this time and bought Q, parcel of Crown 
Land in the vlcini+lj, from wh.'cn he set aside '110 of an 
acre .por c.hurch purposes, 1+ was ClI day of great re­
joicing and praise on August 5) Iqoo) when Cit 3 p. m. the 
well~ known evangeJ,'sts) Crosslelj and Hunter conducted 
the dedication service, aJot'"19 with Rev, ~ohns+on. 

B~ Iq~q the chapeJ prove.d to be too SfY)qJJ 50 it was 
thoroughJ~ renovated and extended 1ft, f'ee+ in Jength. 
New casement windows all arou()d allowed Q, cJeor 
view of the trees QY')d sky. It was "'ned with fl'" and 
100 c.OMfortable folding chairs were provided. It fS Q) 

simple. and beautiful place +0 worship in the rY)idstof 
God's creative handiwork. A f,rst time vl'sitar can It 
help but be impressed wiTh the ample.. wharv"ng - no 
a spha 1+ parKing loT he re ! 



This church derives i1S unusual name frOrf) tne 
rock formations in the ar-ecu, w h,'ch J according 
+0 no1i \Ie -Folk lore) serve a s hiding pia ces .for 
sacramental vessels. J took this pfc+ure of 
The c.hurch of the keltles in early Julljl Iqqla) 
when m~ principa J) Don AIII'son, took me on OJ 

tour- V,'Cl/ hi's boat. The lower picture ShOW5 

the interior with its seati"9 and UnU5UQ I pu ,­
pit <donated by two forMer residents of BuffaloJ. 
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IB8, C0<3na shene 

There I'S Q; lon9 t~aditl'on of Summer ser\l,c~ls af the Cog­
na shene CommunIty Church-on-the rocks, ~ un,'que 
conqregotfon of welT over one hundre d that meets at an 
outdoor chapel beside the water!:) of Georgian Bo'::1_ NoT 
havin9 Q., bui 1din9 recruires cyuife 0 dedicated effort of many 
Willif)~ volunteers who help dock boats) set up chOl'rs and 
put out h'dmnbooks, serve lemonade) putollthe choirs and 
books away,) maintain the storage wildings) etc.. for eve~y' 
service. The actual congregation -torNled at the turn of 
the century when it firsf met in cottages. It wosn't un+i I 
the lQ50·s that the property now used was made available 
from the Breithaupt -tam; JIj. 1'he accompany in 9 sketch 
wos taken from the C09noshene Cottager ma9azine 
of lCJS8. 

GEORGIAN BAY 

CLOTHES 

1988 
georgian "a.~ Everyone Welcome 

First Baptist Independent Baptist 

As 'jou read earh'er) this church had its roots in the Boptrst 
movement in Erunel Townahip south of Hunfsville. Affer 
many decades of association with the c.onvention BaptisT 
Churches) the con9re9otion and pastor) Rev, NorrY) 5tr-ong­
man) voted to become independent of that parent bod~ 
in lqSJ.l.. 



Glenwood Chapel 

Glenwood ChapeJ was a name sU9gested blj Harvey and 
Joy Donald when this work opened on May I'7 J lQ70) uSJ'nq 

the former United Church buiJdl'ng at Glen OrChard. Built 
in Igq} as a Method,'s+ Church} it became United until 
It cJosed jn }qlDB. Soon ofter that) Harold s,.."i-th and 
others who were involved with Q; chi Jdren 's mini s+rLj) learn­
e.d there was Q., need of a.. pJace +0 meet for worshi p and 
fellowship. This Jed to the renfing and eventual buy,.ng 
of -the vacant church, and the rest;5 hl'story. By Iqqo 
yeor- round serVI'ce5 were Jaunched and the church con­
tinued +0 grow - and outgrow ;1'5 -facilities! In Iqq} the 
cOf)9regation invited Dr, Wil}iam Sifft (who had been Q/ 

freq,uent spea ker if) the 5UNH'y)er seQson) to become, 
their pastor, New facilities were needed) and if) }qq3 aJ 

ten acr~ parcel of Jand WQS purchased -in JqqLf the plans 
were drawn - if) JqqS the buiJding was begun and on Q) 

beauil'fu I sun" ~ day i tJ June, J qq w) the new GJenwood chQ;::e1 
was dedicated. Debt free 1 The f'u 1I stor~ of its roots can 
be found in on excellent historic.aJ booklet written by Pat-

r- iciQ) Carr in Iqq[ entitJed " Through 100 Years 'n cv Country 
Church at Glen Orchard} MUSKOkQJ, Onton'o." 

The beaut;fu( new ~"'urch ~ac.'ljtlj or Glenwood Ch.apel ~+al'\ds ir"\ contrqs-t +0 
the -ForMer church, 'altended +he 0fenin9 cerefY'\Onl~5 for tne I\ew c.hurc:.h 
at the ;rw;ta+,on or lne 2. CQ(ve,.i", 
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1'10, Honey Harbour 

This is 01 special QreOJ of Muskokw where the way of life 
is vert1 muc h dependent upon the beautifuJ waterwa ~s and 
islands that attract 50 many rec,..eationoJ enthusiasts. It 
was here. in July) }qqlo, that I met lI'felong resrdents of 
the arecu) TorY) and Edna Hewitt: Through them I W05 able 
to learn how the hl'story of the Honey Harbour Community 
Church i 5 intertw{ned with the f','rs+ puhlic schoo) for chi lo­
ren at Honey Harbour. Tom and EdnQ.l are 'c+ured below. 

Although CL RomoV') catho"'c. 
separate schoo I ex ieted if) the 
vicl'nity) there was no school 
tor fami Ii e5 who wonted 01 

public school education. In ICJ23 
that situation was rec+if"ed 
when Co I. Duff of Toronto galle 
pa rt of lot 34; conceS5 ion J2 
Q5 OJ school site. Peop Ie in 
the c.omm Uf)', tlj bu i It the school 
and hired Mr, ThomasJones) 
Q native from Cape Croker) as the first teacher. EdnQ says 
thotone of his firs+pupi/s WQS Q.I man 40 years old who 
had never had the opportunity +0 attend school. It wasn't 
long unti I two ladies decided fhat this was on idea} spot 
+0 hold 5unda~ school at) so in the jQ30's the Ml'sses 
smith (whose fomiJ':j owned Sm,'th Transports) held 
religious training classes each Bummer -ror loco I and 
visiting children. The~ even got to endure two little boys 
who held an en counter wd"h Q skunk on the way to sunday 
School. 

Then c.ame.. the. ti me when Q, 9 roup of people in lq'-l8 fe It cv 

need for weekly meditation
l 

worship, Qnd fellowshl'p in 
the beautiful out-doors of Georgion Bay. The~ orgoni2ed Q/ 

comrni'ttee and began holding servi ceS on Q weekl'j basis 



19/. 
in ,qy.q in members' homes. Later the~ move d to the. "old 
School House" property which had not been used a5 cv 
classroom since }QQ3. In I CflDl) when the neW two-roomed 
school was built in the vi lIoge, the Honey Harbour Association 
purchased the old buiJdif)g -tor c.hurch use and mainTains 
it as 5uch to this dOId -tor serv,·ce.5 ,'n July and A-ugust 

The Honey Harbour ComYrlun i+y church I'S ihe most 
westerl~ church building in !VJuskokOJ, Used since 
IQSo) if is not unusual for oVer 200 people to 
gather on this Jovel~ site near Pleasant Pointfo 
worship God. BeJow is cu piciure of the HevJitt'.s 
school boat (the one on the left)thaf i5 used +0 
transport c.hi Ielren to Honey Harbour's two schools. 
The church can only be reached b~ water, so J 

had the privi I ege of do; 1)9 so in this uniq,ue boat, 
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Lake Joseph 

Thi swell mainta i ned church s its high a bove Lake Joseph on 
~ +~picall~-Mu5kokQ) piece of propert'1 that WClS pur-chased 
in JQ02 in the name of ''-The Lake.Joseph PresbyterianChurch.'l 
The church bui Id,'(9) with its beautiful interior- woodwork, 
was con5tructed b(j the Mac kenzie Brother-5 of stoney Brae. 
Over .2 50 peop Ie aitended the f,'rst worshi p service which 
took place on AU9u st q) IQ03. The pulpit was earlier occupied 
by fledqJ;~g student mif)ister-5 out of Knox College, but today's 
IO-week sumMer roster advertises clerg~ of longs+ondinq 
from several denominations. Following the churc.h union of 
Iq:2 5) La ke Joseph Presbyterian churc h became Q., functioning 
cot'Y)tY1uni+y church. It wasn't unti J Iq~7 that the church 
become accessible blj car -trom the PeninsulCl.J Road near Greg­
ory. A tewofthe interest;f)gf'eQture5 ofihis church are: 

- its oVJn hCjmnbook of fDf/) meaningful selections 
- (), large stone patio for coffee hour ofter church 
- a. new Sunday School J vestry added in Iqq 2 

- cv g02ebo Tor outdoor Sunday Schoo) was bui Jt i" JqqS 
- new docks-wi /I accomodate :20 boats 
- the parkin9 Jot - Jorge enough 10 hold 120 cors 
- the wi JJ -to operate free of deht- and do it successfully .I 



Mgdawa s kClJ C Jub 193. 

In IBct8 the Madawaska club began i7s occupaf"on of the 
rocks and islands of Go Home 8a~. The f,'rs+ cottages 
were plainJ inortist,'c.) and inexpensive - buiJtof undressed 
p~ne JUrY)ber for sheetiflq and covered with shingles on 01/ 
Sides and the roof. /0 fhese humble abodes j n =thfs remote. 
reg ion of Mu s kokOJ co me uni Vere itLj professo rs 0 nd othe r 
well·educated i ndi"i duo Is who sought 01 respde froM the crowd­
ed c.itl'es and +axi()9 professional duties that brought theM 
together in this unique environment. For the -first few 'dears 
the~ gathered for 5undQ~ serviceS in the 9rove bes,'de the 
PaV'llion on Madawaska Is Ja nd:> then in the eveni"9 the boat5 
and c.anoes - often 20 or .30 jf) number - would congregate in 
the bay for ClI rousing service of praise. Those traditions 
groduotl'j gave wOtj to meetif),9 in one o-r the large.r c.ottages 
-for serv i ce S. 

Nor-way Point Church 

This 6eQu+ifu/}~ located ond appointed church at Norway 
Point was .first used On July Ito, IQ4-Lf. 1+ has always been Q/ 

SUmrf)er church, serving the co7tagers and+ourisfs along 
the south ehore of the Lake of Boys. It was to this areQ./ 
that Rev. J. A. BrownJ OJ Presbyterian mini s+er, come in 18qq 

to spend OJ vacQ-tjo~ at C7ro\Je. Park Lodge) (l., boardln9 
house located 3 mdes east of Nor-way Point. He enjoyed 
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the area so much, -that he purchased lakeshore property 
and persuaded seven other of his coJleagues to do +hesarneJ 

cr-eafing what has been jokingly refer-red +0 as the "Clergy 
Reserves'\ of Norway Point. Although QJ litl-/e Presbyterian 
Church ha d ex isied since JaG) I at nearb~ Brown's Brae) 
the distance from the lake.. mCAde it inconvenient for t:cai­
travellin9 .surnrY)er church-goers. For that reason) summer 
serv ices onl~ were be9un at Rev. D, M. Hamifon's "~rO\Je 'I be­
Side the laKe. EventUQ Il~ the idea; of QI church bUilding evolved 
and fn Iqoa the original Norway Point Church was buiJt. 

Due to Of) unusua IJy heav~ accumu Jotion of snow ,'y) the winter 
of lQ4-2-43, the churc,h bui Iding colJapsed on March .J,++h.) 
leaving the congre9ofion witnout Q) place +0 worship 
for that Bummer. A gracious offer by Father Frith of the 
S.S.J. E. was made for USe of st. Mary's A"'9Iicar) Churc.h, Q., 

short distance west of the tVor\AJQIj Point Church. That offer 
WQ5 accepted and acted upon unti I the neW church op­
ened on July lID) /qlf'+. Its ,.nten'or was I eft U f)adorned to 
expose the natural beauty of the wood j the cathedral 
windows not only add Q, gracious touch +0 th.e desig n 
but allow worshippers to enjoy the natur-aJ beauty that 
once attracted the Rev. -1, A. Brown fo this part of "God)5 
Country. n other historJ'co I highhghts of th,'s site ore: 

Iqy,'f - the re.paired pulpit given by fvluskoka's 
famous Ind,'oV'l teV10r s%,'st Oskenonton 
is placed for use in the new c.hurch 

Jq~q- the memorial cairn withthe orfgl()Q/ 

church bell is dedi coted 
IgSI - the bUildif)9 i5 extended +0 prav,-de 

additional spClce o.,..,d seotinq 
/G) 83 - the Norway Point Church history book 

by Or. wilfred C. Lock hart IS pub/iS hed 
Built Pre5b~teriaf'); still United) always 
Communit~ >. its official titJe is tVorwa~ 
Point c.hurc h - the 0 nl~ 5urvivi"9 member 
of the four c.hurches in this vicini+:1. 



Global Church of God 195, C 
This group is an offshoot of the Worldwide Churc.h of God. They 
meet one Saturday pel'" YY'\onth in QJ private home in -the. 8 .... ace- [ 

bridge areCll ond ore over'seen by Q) denominational eJder l 
from the king stan oreOJ. 

fV1usko ka ch r j st; an fellow s h,. p (Mennonite Brethren) 
David and Line*e Boyes first held meetings for this 9rouP 
beq;nn; 1'\9 on June 5. jqqLJ-, uSing home7 as ClJ focal point 
of the mini stry. That emphasi s contInues alon9 with ~ 
generaJ 90theri nq of the congre9otjon every two weeks 
held at Riverside Inn ot Bracebr;dge. A 9rowing youth 
group ;5 helfin9 +0 meet the needs of the teenagers in 
the comrnun'+«jo A simi Jar Christian FeJlowship group now 
operates at P~rry Sound - both congregations being part 
of the MennonIte Brethren Church. This deY1omination is 
RU5sian in bacl<qrour:d going bacJ~ to J8fDO j~ the Ukraine 
when a small 9rouP wdhdrew -From the MennonIte Church To giLe 
closer aitent;on to prayer' and Bible study. It incorporated in 
Canada in Jq45 but come to this country via the United states 
YY\uch earJier than that. A Summer conference grounds is 
maintained at Torronce. The accompanyJ'nq pic.ture shows 
the chapeJ at Camp Crossroads,] located not far past the 
Torrance ceme+ertj. . 
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ChristjQn Science - This group dates froYYl /8tola in Ma 55-
achuseits wher-e MOf'tj Baker Eddlj be90n to communl'cate. 
and demonstrate her findings. The Ch,,'stian SCience 
Church (the Church of Chrj st, Sciet'ltist) was founded jf'} 187q 
in Boston. 1+ come to Canada in 188/0 when Chris+lan 
Science healinqs took place at st. stephens, N. B., Montreal, 
and Toronto. ~r many years Christian Science Servl'ces 
hove been held each .sumMer a+ Monck PubJI'c School in 
Sr-oce6ridge. 

Two by Two - A SMQ 11 group thor works in the Huntsville areQl, 
Thelj do visitation in 9roups of two. 

Wei I sprioq - Thi s evangelical) char; smatic 'Yellow 51,; p meets at Hunts­
ville if') a -ton"ner dance studio. It is assOCiated with the Toronto Air­
port Christian F~Uo""sh;p and was orgonized by Danny Von,derveer. 
Leadershi p ;s 9",en by Jan Me Lean of The North Bay wellsprln9 c.hurch, 

In IQS5) Santo's Village was opened for business near 
Bracebridge. Among -the mony buildings constructed 
among the +,..ees on thiS 
site was 01 love,ly little 
109 chapel. It remal'ns 
there in improved rorYf) 
todq ~ and is Jikel~ the 
most visited chapel 
site in Muskokw 9jllen 

that about lOO ODD 

people or more come 
to Santa's Vi lIoge each 
Season. The bo)'. out­
side contains a nat;vit~ 
scene, remindin9 !lJd 
and youfl9 of the hUrfl­

hIe circumstances of 
the birth of Jesus. 



other Commun ,'ry c hurche.s '97. 
Th/'s "s the home 
of Henry and £li2-
a bet h H'eid man as 
it appeared in 188C1. 
Located on lot 30) 

concession 10 of 
Morrison Township 
(Just north of soph-
er's Landing Road), 
it became a sum­
mer churc h if) the 
IQ20's. H02eJ Schell 
of Can ning's Corners 

well remembers going there as q" 5undQ~ School girl and has 
th~ Bible she received -from Eva Watson for perfectly memor­
IZing the 25-th. chapter of Maithew. (Take ct IDok ot=that in you .... 
B',ble!) This building is long gone. 

Anofhe r ComNlur)jt~ 
Church WQS built on 
lot .2Q) concess ,'on 12-
beside Reg. Schell Road 
bl3 Mr. and Mrs. Ed. 
Arm5trong. Mr: Horace 
Bradle~ WQS one of 
the main p'reachers at 
this church. Although 
; t sfi I} ex i s t 5) it is no 
10 nger used for church 
servi ces and is on pri -
vote propert'1. 1+ wa 5 
or"ginally construct­
e d j () the J q (00 IS. 
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For-mer Denominations 

Although there are likely other religious groups that once. 
had churches in MuskokQ;) I wi II deal with the few J know 
a bout. 

The Disc.ip/es of christ 

The eorl'1 begir)()jY)gs of this group in CoV)odQ) appear +0 
have been af Cross Roads) Prif)ce Edword I sJand) in 1810, WIthin 

OJ decode there were groups of men"lbers in f/g,'n o".,d Well­
ington Counties in Ontan'o Qnd by 18lf3 an organi2a+ion was 
formed co lIed the CooperaTion of Disciples of chr; s+ if) Ont­
ario. An oJI-c.onodQJ conventioVJ was held in Iq22 thotgQve 
natio no I lead er ,sh i p arid continu in 9 relotio n Shi p with the move­
ment in the Un,ted states, where it originated. Besides the 
above nat'Y)e it ;s a Iso known as The chrl's+,'an Church or 
C hurc he 5 of Christ (Disciples). 

This church sought to reach ihe unchurched if) MlAskoka; 
through William M. Crewson of Eri n, Ontario, who came upon 
the invitation of Mr. Palmer who wQS aJread~ lead,'ng two 
small groups in MCLean (And Ridout Townships, If') March of 
1885 Mr: Crewson began his work "n earnest and was WI' Jlff)9 
"whether or not I om paid for m~ labors. " B~ Oc.tober OJ new 
chapel was opened in Ba~s,,;Jle where ASQI and He2ek,ah Harp 
and W. J. Tacka berr'3 were .. overseere," That some 'dear -two 
other workers held meetin95 at 5,5,#/ Macaulay schoolhouse 
and forMed ~ c.hurch of 2'+ members)" includin9 the Tom S+er­
r'dts and -the John Kirks. Although the Disciples 
met at Brunei and Huntsville as weJl) itwas at 
Brace bridge where the greatest i()fluence was 
fe It. By IBq7 they were meeting at the Town 

Ha II when MI'S5 Emma... fnn,'s received her im­
pulse to of'fer herself os ~ missionary, (l. call 
she fulfilled for .33 'dears in JndiCl/ at the 
Bi las pur C; irIs· School. 



The Holiness t-1ovement Church /Q9, 

Th is fOr'rY'ler deV10rn,' nat,. of) (w h I'ch me rg ed w,.+h 
the Free Methodfsts in )qSq} was, according to its 
D,'scipJine, "raised up .. , +0 spread Scriptural 
holiness over the land.·' 1+ was started up by 
preacher) author) and evangelist Ralph Cec,'J 
H 0 r r") e r (18 5 Lt - J q 2. J ). At fi rs =r he WQ.5 CI Me + hod " 5 t 
minister) but his persistent empha5J'S u 
ge)isVY1 uJti YY1a tely caused his 1IIIIiIM~_ 
rejection from that group. The 
new church he started wa 5 

origir)a JI4 confined +-0 the ot­
t a w a V CJ Ire y) be 9 j n V) ,. n 9 j n /895 , 
but enfhus iastic lOljrnen and 
vnjni sters soon carr-jed it fur-
+her afield. In Muskoka there 
were Hornerife followfngs in 
Fraserburg> Bracebridge) QY1d 

Ufford and ,'n each place 
SfY) a II fro yY) e chapels Were. bu i Jt. 
Thei r off; ci a Jargon, U The 1-101; ness ErQ.l'" of AU9ust 
27, lQ02 1 reports the openir,9 of the. Fraserbur9 
ChQpef in language that exemplifies thei, WClHs-
"Once again the cloud of g lory descended and 
rested over- Fraserburg at the dedI' cat,'on of the 

. ., , ., new chape I') J ullj 12 tho 
and 13th. inst. All the 

J preachers and evangeJ-
; st5 of + he d l's+r fc+ were 
present, accompanj ed by 
thei, peopJe. Man ~ drove, 
long d Isto nee over rough 
roads, but ·were ornpl'j 
repa j d for the sacriffce. 
The presence of the 
Lord wa 5 Ve ry rf')onifest 
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throughout in sQv,'nq> 50nc+ify"Yj9' and bapt"2l'JI19 
power. The Sacrament of fhe Lordls Supper 
was administered .•• and while the saints COrrJfY')elYl­

orated HI's dLjin9 love 'I the sobs of jo~ OInd shouts 
of praise mingJed in beautifuJ harmonS'. J,.., the 
af+ernooV") the majesty of God was visible; Some 
fell +0 the fJoor ..• strong rY"len sat with tears cours­
ing down the;,.. chee ks ... " MQn~ of the sta lwarts 
of this work later moved out west. The church 
became Q., community haJI and in recent times 
has succurned to Q.I heavlj snow load and now is 
gone. 

The Ho)iness Movement Chapel in Bracebr,'dge was 

also opened in )Q02} i+s loco-hon be,.nq on Of1+an'o 
street. RedN"\ond Thot"()QS reYY)emberea it as Q/ 

., nietal- clad wooden builclin9 
painted either black or very 
dark rf)aroo() ...• , He fUrther 
comr()enfs that it was /n the 
e orl «j J q:2 0'5 when the church 
last had Q mini ster. It was 
torn dow t'J if) J qt.j. 7 to rna ke 
way for QJ brick church bui Jt 
blj another denorn,'naf,'oV). 
Two ,elderly sisters) Eva and 
At')n,e Booker) were ln~el'j 
the lost survi",'V')lj me.YY"\be r 5 of 
the old Holiness ChapeL Miss Eva l)ool<e" 

EVQ) pictured here) h'ke all church rnembeY'5 adhered 
+0 QJ dress code as outll'ned it") -the Disciphne. It 
said l.' ••• b'j beinq clean and dressin9 neQ+}~ > befY19 
transformea by the rene\A,n'ng of' thel'r rnt'nds; wear­
if"lg no gold) feed'hers) flowers) I ace) cos+l<J or showlj 
silks) or showy c.olors, regu}a+;Y"Hj and not foJlowfnq 
the fashions. " 
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Th is ri ng 5 us +0 -the + I'rd known J-IoJ.'ness Move-
ment Church in the O/'s-rr,.ct. 1+ sat on the west 
corner of lot 1.2, con cess ion Y. of Wait Township 
just before the road takes its "s-curve" -through 
Ufford. Bi II Matcheit tell 5 me that there were. 
two Matchett fam; f/'es .. quite active I'n that church." 
- Isaac and Martj (his grandparents) and John and 
LIZ2tj (BiJJ white's 9.rea+ grandparentsJ These fom-
iI ies f j ved a long Doher+~ Road. Also in vo I ved were 
the John SheQS and SDme of the kl'r-~yson.s (it 

was SheIla kirbl:::fson 
who provfded this 
photograph Or) the 
I ef+), veitch es) kays} 
and Longhursts. To 
thi 5 da ~ CJara Watson 
of Port 5yclne'j still 
fondly reca lis the 
sincere 0 nd rneYnorabJe 
Sunday School train,.n9 

she f"eceived in thiS church as QI young girl. .. "" jt 
was v ,brant 1 ~, Bert 5 heev once related to me the 
kind of iMpact that Hornerlfe preaching made of) 
u.fford. "Borrowed"tooJs , wooel) Q)')d of her i1ems 
were 6uddenl~ returned; restitution WQS made) old 
wrongs were made rl'ght iY"'\ response to the 50ul­
searcnl'nq. mesSQges heard fronJ the pulpit iY') that 
Simple liTtle chQpe J. 

A/though oj} three churches were Jong closed when "the 
Holiness Movement merged with the. Free Me+hodl'sts in Jq5q) 

there ore still peo pJe today serving God in Co nadQl and the. 
United states whose religiOUs roots go back to these old-fash­
ioned holiness churches of long ago tha+are parfof Muskokas 
her;toge.. 
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.20..2, United Brethren 

This deV'lomit')ation developed among the Germans in parts of 
the eastern United states. It was sfronqJlj MethodJ'stic if) 
polit~) doctrine) and practl'ce. 
Two classes (or c.hurches) 
were organi zed in MuskokCll) 
one at tVovar and the other 
at W,J};arY\sport- that church 
j s pictured on the ri ght. At 
Navar the OrangeMen bought 
the United Brethren church 
it') IC}OI and us~d it as Q.J 

lodge hall for 75 years. 
A JJ that reMoins j 5 the united Brethren Cemetery at Wi Ihams­
port that wos deeded by the Crown in ISQ5 to the trustees 
of the. East River Class of the Novar Mission. 

Spl'ritualist Church 

One of the earliest known Spiri1uollst c.ircles in CanadCll was 
started by EmmQ/ H. Britten in downtown Toronto in 18Qb, 

Growth continued well froM that point until JCf.21 when Q) 

pen'od of consoUdation took place forming the Spird"ualt'st 
I\}otion a J Un(oY) ,'n )q2Q. Another resurgence of interest in 
the YYiessQges given blj mediums took place dur(Yi9 World lIbr 
:u and included the Prime Minister of CanadQ.l who qu,e+I~) 'det 
treq,uentlYJ sought this +'dpe of'contoct,' Just before the war" 

ended the Springda Ie Pork SpirituoJi5t Association WQS 

chartered and ell ml'le of riverfront property between »,gh 
Falls QY)d Duck chutes was pure-hosed and subdi\h'ded if)io 
cottage lois. Frot'Y\ Jul~)lq38) Mr. William C. Portn'dge gave 
leadership;os cobblesfone gates were erected 0+ the 
entrance on the BaysviJ}e Road) and then a.. SMail frame 
church was built about JQ4-O. Jf) the 5umffler of jqq/p the 
sign was removed from the church where services had not 
taken place Tor mCln~ '=fears. 



The former- Springdale Park church built about 
}qt+o where Spiritualist members a nd others 
gathered on Summer Sunday afternoons for 
services. The dream of developIng Q; co rnp 
similar fo that of Lilydale) New York, uJt"(y)Qte/~ 
did not mater,.oJize. The Adom G. tvF Intyre 
gates were Qj f'amiliar Baysvi/Je Road site until 
road construct,'on in the early lQ70's saw them 
de5tro~ed. The,'r columnar replacements JacK 
imagination ond character. For sixteen ldears 

6eginni ng in IQS3J 

a 5UVY'wY"Ier post 
off.'ce a ('I d store 
provi ded se rv ices 
of this nature for 
the Spri ng daJe. cot~ 
+ogers. -rhere is 
~ Spir;tuolis+ Church 
in Toro nto co lied 
Sprin9dale whose 
founde r wa 5 Q I so 
the or,'ginafo r of 
Spr,ngdaJe Park. 
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.20"". B i 6J,. 0 grgph LJ 

• A Brief History of Knox Presbyterian ChurCh 
Port Car Ii ng lq7h 

• A Brief History of Trinity united Church 
H unf.sv; JJe lq71 

• A B .... ief Pictorial History of Knox Preshyten'an 
Bracebridge Iq75 J 

h t 
TWO separate booklets 

c;, ro ven ur5 I q75 

• A History of Pentecost Hun+'svi lie Iq 80 

• A History of st, Jomes Af19Jican church 
Port CarUng lqq3 

• A History of the Church of the Redeemer 
Rosseau lQS3 

• A History of the Village of Port Carling 
Iq72 (reprint) 

• A Legacl1 Almost Lost 
I<ilworthy ,qq2 

• AI90n'1Q 100 An9'icon 1813-/Q7.3 
• AU Saints' Anglican Church 

Hun t s v; lIe. I q to 8 
• By Wagon and Water 

Hoy stack Bay Jq1q 

o Chri s+ Church Gregory I qql 

• C hri st church IJfracombe }q5fD 
• Christ Church Port Sydney Iqh3 
• C.hr;st Church Windern"lere n. d. 
• Chronicles of stisted Towf\ship Jq7~ 
• Coun+in9 MyseJf Happy Iqgq 

• Cowley - BracebrJ'dge n.d. 
• Dwight Memor; eS JQS5 

• Ea .... ly Footsteps in MLlskoka IQ70 

• Fifty Years in Huntsville Jqqlo 
• Fiftlj Years of PentecostaJ History ,QS3 

• Free Methodist Hi II B .... ace-bridge Iq7q 

• FrOM Lumber-camp to MInistry IQ3S 

• From the Pioneers to the Seve"ties 
Roman catholl'c Jq1b 

by commi1tee 

by Jock Laycock 

by Jim Thomson 

by Leona Ai de 

by Joyce Payne 

b':i corn IY\; ttee 

by Lei I a Cope 

by comrni-H-ee 
by commi1tee 
by c,eorge Sutherland 

Tweedsmuir History 

by Andrew Boyd 
by Allan Truss fer 

n.QJ, 

n. QJ. 

by Marjorie Demair'le 
by John M"Couslond 

n, a., , 

Tweedsmuir History 
loy Joe Cookson 
by Jack Laycock 
Victor Brown (editor) 
by Gary Denniss 
by David AJJan 

by Edgor Boland 



• Guidebook and Atlas of Mus kokQl and 
Parr-y Sound J8/q 

• Hand book of Denominations 1'170 

• H is+ory of Fraserbur9 United church IQS4 

• Hi story of Gi b500 Reserve Jq S J 

• History of Muskoka ,QLf2 
• Hi story of the Harmony united 

Church Iqq5 

• His+orlJ of the sheos and Birth of QI 

Township n.d. 
• I<nox Notebook Dorset JqqLf 
• Macaulay Township in Da~5 Gone By lq71 
• Mada wasko CJub ,QLJ.8 
• Muskoka FaLls United c.hurch Jq(oq 

• Muskokcv Lore J q 51 

• Muskoka Miracles n.d. 
• Northern Ex posure lCJ 57 
• Norway Point Church 'QS.3 

• One Hundred Years lq 80 
Bola United 

• One Hundred Years Iq", J 

Bra c ebridge United 
• Pioneer Days in Muskokev Iq27 
• Pioneer Mef'f')orial United Iqq2 

• RefJections - Brocebn'dge united 
Church Iq88 

• Remini5censes Jq0q 
• Reminiscenses of Henry Longhu.rst }q?J 

• R~de Centenni a I Free Method ist ,qal 
• Severn River lqQ5 
• 5t Ambrose Anglican Boysvi lie lqj8 

• st. Andrew's Presbyterian Hunts vi lie 
Historical Notes ,Q73 

• St. George's Anglican Falkenbur9 et 01 n.eI. 
· st George's Anglican Port SondfieJd }qq5 

• St. Mary's An9Jican Aspdin n.d. 
· st. Paul's Anglican Gr-ossmere }q75 

20S 
by w. E. Hamilton . 

blJ Frank S. Mead 

by Heather CoupJand 
bl1 Phi lip laForc~ 
b~ Levi Fraser 
by Heather Coupland/ 

HeJen waters 

by Bert S},eev 
l by Ruth MCLennan 

by Gary Oenn; 55 

by commiff'ee 
by comrni1t'ee 
by R.~. Loose~ore 

b~ John F. HolI; d Ql1 
by Richard Warder 
b~ Wilfred Lockhart 
by Mrs. Fraflk Stanier 

blj Bob Boyer 

by Comm iitee 
by comml'tTee 

b~ committee 
b~ Redmond ThorY) as 
by Uenry Longhurst 
blj cOMmittee 
by JaMes An9t.4S 

L n.Q. 
b!::f Boyd J·fj99 in5oY) 

0 
by L. E. C. Frith 

n.ClJ. 0 
by L. E. C. F r; t h-

n.a. l 
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• stephenson Towf)ship- Its Founders Qnd farl~ by Enid Brown 
Church Life Iq58 

• stewart Memoria} Church Dwight IqSl 

• ToyloY'"s of Mocaula~ Township IQ..,.:3 
• The. Ba#le was the Lords F'ree Methodist IqftJO 

• The Church Grows in CanadCh Iqlol&> 
• The Earllj History of Torrance n.d. 

• The Rrs+ 100 yea .... s Port S~dne~ Iq 85 
• The House on the Hi" (S.S.J. E.) Jq72 
• The Light of other Days IQ12. 

Graven hurst 
o The Lord j.5 My Shepherd IQS3 

Seventh Day Adventist 
• The Spirit of the TwelfTh Iqg2 
• The Years Gone 130 ,Q70 
• Vankoughnet Community Quilt Iqa2 
• Wellington street Pentecostal Iq85 
• Wlnder'mere United chur'ch Charge 

(compilation of 5 church histories) IQ,5 
• Yearbook of Arnericon and Canadian 

churches> Iq 77 

other Resources 

n.o,. 
b~ Ver"~ Ooley 
by John .5igsworth 
by Douglas Wilson 

b~ Mrs.Jest .. ,..,/ 
Mrs. Jeffery 

by Opal MaCJlodrLJ 
~ A.I-I. Skirvinq 
b~ commi ttee 

by Ernest Monteith 

by Gar'y Denniss 
bid Joyce Schel J 

bl:l cON"'ll'Y'\ittee 

by Helen Payt1e 
by Com fY'l i free 

C on stant H. Jacquet Jr: 
( editor') 

• persona' lette rs · photocopied arti cJes • pictures from 
private photograph collections • telephone conversations 

• perm; ssion from Floro Renaud +0 use some of the sketches 
heY'" late HU5bond Hugh did of Anglican Churches • Algoma 
tv1issionorl;J NeVJs accounfs made availabJe +0 me from Rev. 
Lynn U2.ans • cover design by my daughter Deborah · Don 
Alii son -tor the boot tour to Church of the kettles • TorY) and 
Edna Hew; it for the boat 'ride +0 Honey J1arbour Communi'fy 
Church. my family Tor constructive suggestions · st. Mark's 
Anglican Church for f'inaf\c;ol assistance (Milford Bay)· m~ 
own collection of artic.Jes, pictures) etc. • the s+aff in the 
photo-lab at Muskoka Dru9 Mort for co-oper-o+ion above and 
beyond their u.sual dut;~s • the stoff at Thatchers; n Bracebr'dge. 
Kwi1< Kop'j Print. n9 (e-speci t211~ Morc w,",o wQ 5 Q wonderful help), 



[ 

Books bIJ the same author - Gar';:! Dent"liss I 
l. Macau/a!) lownship in Da~s Gone &;J - }Q70 I~ 

(out of print) 

.2. R Brief Hj5tor~ of the Schools in Muskoka - /q72 
(auf of print) 

3. free Methodist Hi }I- Jq7q A hi5tor~ of the Brace­
bridqe Free Methodist Church IB7q- lQ7Q. IllustY'ated. 

( ova; labJe for 5 5. DO + $~, DO postoge) 

4-. Spirit of the Twelftb - J q 81. An illustraTed hl'story 0 
of the OrangBrY1en ; n Mus kokQ.l - ever~ Orange 
Lodge is included. (available for .$J5.0() t$~.50 
postage.) 

S. ,Muskoka.,- Ontario's Fir5t Distric.t Municipality - IqQS 
T .... is voluMe oufline& the genesis of Distn'ct Govern­
ment in MUSKOka,., upto its inception in IQ70 7 lists 
the lfoq businesses jn MuskokQJ as of Iq24-; lists the 
MuskoKa; post offices of JSqL/- and documents the 
history of Langford CeMetertj (1870- jQQ5). 

( ova i JabJe fo r $ JO,OO + ~. 50 postage) 

to, A Brief Hj5tor~ of the churches in MuskokClJ - }qqlo 
This book is available in the main bODkstores of 
Muskoka" or may be ordered -From the Q u+hor 
for $55.DO plus $4o.DO postage and ~andJin9' . 

R.R,1J:.2. Brac.ebridge 
On+arIO) PIt- lIN q 

1- TDS - lDLf 5 - q 5.3J. 

This book WQS printed by J<...,ik Kop\j Prinfin9 of Bracebr idg8 
by Brute Murph!:J and his capable) friendly staff, 





Do gou know~ke~~~these Muskoka churches are located? 
T . ' i;s b~~k ~_c'ohtajnsthe answers ... and much more! 

Township of Georgian BaCJ Townshi.p of Muskoka Lakes 

#4 

Town r of Hurrl-svi lie ToWn of BrClcebr.dge. 

. 'own of' Grovenhur"s+ Township of Lake of 8ays 
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